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INTERNATIONAL GAMONNATI CONFERENCE 2012 

MINUTES 

Meeting Date: 29th July 2012 

Venue:  UK Shree Mandhata Sahayak Mandal, Leicester. LE2 0GP 

INDIA Boardroom, Gateway Hotel, Surat, Gujarat, part of the Taj Group of hotels. 

 

Convenor:  Chhaganlal G Patel, Bolton and Mokhla Falia. 

 

Introduction: 

The Gammonati is a sub-committee of The Association of Mandhata Samaj, UK (AMSUK) that meets 

annually. The Gammonati was formed to support the various Gaam Mandals in the UK. In supporting the 

Gaam Mandals, the Gammonati exists to promote the welfare of the Gaams in India from where we 

originate.  

The objective is to discuss the work done by the UK Gaam Mandals, what problems persists in the Gaams 

in India, how the Mandals are identifying their role and how they help the Gaams in India. A key 

objective of the annual meeting is to share each other’s experiences and learn from each other, see how 

the other Gaam Mandals are implementing their strategy and ask ourselves if there is room for 

improvement in the way we run our own Mandals. 

On Sunday, 29th July 2012, a historic International Conference Event was held at the Leicester Samaj Hall. 

The UK Gammonati Representatives were linked by computer skype and camera/microphone to a team 

of representatives from the villages around Navsari, who had gathered at the boardroom of the Gateway 

Hotel in Surat. The visual and audio communication link was very good. 

This was a first international conference of its kind and it was a huge success. 

Attendees:   

UK Representatives: 

Attendance register was made available for signature by those present. Apologies received were 

recorded. 

India Gaam Representatives: 

The names of all the various Gaams representatives were recorded in the attendance register. 

 

 



                                  

Convenor’s Welcome and Prayers: 

Meeting commenced at 10.00 am with formal welcome by the Gaamonati Sub-Committee Convenor 

Shree Chhaganlal G Patel, followed by prayers and a minute silence in memory of the departed. Shree 

Chhaganbhai D Patel of Leicester Samaj welcomed all the representatives at the meeting. 

Introductions: 

All the UK and India Gaam representatives introduced themselves. 

Reports from each of the India Gaam Representatives: 

Each of the India Gaam Representatives presented a report on the current activities including any issues 

in their respect Gaams with interaction from their respective UK Mandal representative. 

Kothamdi 

Kothamdi Representative: Bhavesh Vinubhai Patel – Vice- Sarpanch. 

UK Representatives: Parbhubhai U Patel – President and Nareshbhai Gopal 

 Relationship between Gaam and UK Mandals needs to be improved. 

 Lack of unity amongst Gaamvasi is hindering projects and therefore unity between Falias needs 

to be enhanced. 

 Some financial issues between the UK and Gaam Mandals need to be resolved. 

 

Bodali 

Bodali Representative: Randhirbhai Parbhubhai Patel - Sarpanch. 

UK Representatives: Keshavbhai J Patel and Arvindbhai L Patel – Asst. Secretary 

 Problem with sea erosion continues. 

 Extraction of sand from Purna River is affecting properties and causing environmental problems. 

 A petition against extraction of sand has been submitted to the Collector. However, the Sand 

Extraction Lease Contract is likely to go out to auction in Gandhinagar. 

 Volleyball and Bhajan Mandals for Youth are progressing well. 

 Waterworks Pipeline Construction Project (90% funded by the Government and 10% funded by 

the Gaam) is progressing well. 

 Reverse Osmosis (RO) Plant Project is progressing well. This Plant is used to produce high-quality 

purity water. 

  Alcohol abuse and related problems leading to increase in number of young widows. 

 

 

Avda Falia and Mokhla Falia 

Mokhla Falia Representative Babubhai Hirabhai Patel 

UK Representative:   Babubhai Chhibabhai Patel – Secretary 

 Gaam experiencing severe drinking water problems. There is very little water in “Vaal Vala Talav. 

 Road from Avda Falia to Kothamdi under construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

Nani Pethan 

Nani Pethan Representative:  Jaykishan Parsottam Mistry 

UK Representatives:  Jayantibhai J Patel – President and Dahyabhai K Patel 

 Waterworks Pipeline Construction Project (90% funded by the Government and 10% funded by 

the Gaam) has been completed. The cost of the project exceeded the estimated budget. 

 UK Mandal still awaiting the income/expenditure account of the project from the Gaam Mandal. 

Apparently the account is with the Auditors. 

 Crematorium project has been completed.  

 The cricket ground project cannot be completed until the access road to the cricket ground is 

completed. 

 UK Mandal urged the Gaam Mandal to assist the newly elected Sarpanch with the current and 

future projects for the benefit of the gaamvasis.  

 

Karadi 

Karadi Representative: P R Thakor – Principal, Bharat Vidya Karadi School. 

UK Representatives: Mahesh H Karadia – President and Rajendra H Karadia 

 All the Gaams should give greater importance and emphasis to Education with a view to 

improving the standard and curriculum. 

 Karadi High School is running very well. The management is always striving to improve facilities. 

 Relationship between the UK and Gaam Mandals is improving. 

 Progress is being made with regard to the improvement of the Gaam infrastructure. 

 

Machhad 

Machhad Representative: Pekiben Patel  

UK Representatives: Maganbhai B Patel and Rameshbhai N Patel 

 Problem regarding decreasing number of students in Primary School needs to be addressed. 

 Private teachers are being recruited for teaching English. 

 

Samapur 

Samapur Representative: Dharmesh Vallabhai Patel - Sarpanch. 

UK Representatives: Chhaganbhai D Patel – President and Ramanlal C Patel – Secretary 

 Roads between Falias have been improved considerably. 

 Construction of Gutters for waste water is on-going. 

 Facility for drinking water facility needs to be improved.  

 

Chijgaam 

Chijgaam Representative: Manish Balubhai Patel - Sarpanch. 

UK Representatives: Haribhai C Patel – President and Dahyabhai B Patel – Vice-President 

 Steady progress is being made to improve the Gaam infrastructure. 

 

Tavdi 

UK Representative: Bharatbhai D. Patel 

 UK Mandal has to-date assisted Gaam in various projects including renovating the School, 

renovating the Mandir, improvement of roads in the Gaam, building of the Poona River 

protection wall, etc. 

 Steady progress is being made with regard to improving the quality of life for Tavdiwasi. 

 

 

 



                                  

Amalsad 

 

UK Representatives: Manubhai Jina  

 Drinking Water supply problem continues. 

 Decreasing number of students in Primary School is of concern. 

 

 

Discussion on Education in Our Gaams in India 

 Ratilal B Patel commented that the number of students in Primary Schools in the Gaams has 

reduced considerably. This was mainly due to either families immigrating overseas or parents 

wanting their children to receive “English Medium” School curriculum. He further said that in the 

past in Dandi there were 250 students in the Primary School compared to the present 50 

students. If this trend continues then there is a serious danger that the Primary School in the 

Gaam will have to be closed down. 

 Mahesh Karadia commented that the standard of education in majority of Gaams Schools is quite 

low compared to the standard in Karadi School. Karadi High School has 730 students from 

different villages. 270 students are studying English Medium. There is no control over the 

government education department. Mahesh further said that alcohol abuse was still a big issue. 

The number of widows in majority of the Gaams is increasing. 

 The general consensus was that the decline in the number of students in Primary Schools needs 

to be addressed as a matter of urgency. It is essential that the representatives of all the Gaams 

Primary Schools get together with a view to discussing the issues and formulating 

recommendations on improving the current curriculum, the possibility of amalgamation of 

Primary Schools in Gaams that are in close vicinity of each other, introduction of English Medium, 

etc. 

 All the Gaams should give greater importance and emphasis to Education with a view to 

improving the standard and curriculum. 

Reports 

Written reports received from the representatives of the following Gaams are appended to the notes of 

the meeting: 

Karadi, Nani Pethan, Bodali, Kothamdi, Machaad, Chijgaam and Samapore. 

Minutes taken by Hasmukhbhai S Patel, President,  Shree Yuvak Mandal Dandi, UK. 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                  

 

Date: - 07-08-2012, Tuesday.  
 
Dear Chhaganbhai, 
And all Gammonati Members and invited Guests too. 
 
First of all I am thankful to you all that you gave me such a nice & precious opportunity to 

select me as an organizer, to organize video Conference of selected Sarpanches and 

important person from various villages of Khantha Vibhag Navsari. It gives me a great 
opportunity to give my service to you at U K.  

 
All the invitees were very pleased and full off enthusiasm for their invitation to Surat 
Gateway Hotel Conference. I am giving a report of Surat Gateway Hotel Video Conference on 

SKYPE Live. The members who were present in the Video Conference are as follows. 

 

1 Samapore Mr. Dharmesh Vallabhbhai 
Patel. Sarpanch Pal Falia 

9913879614 Confirmed 

2 Bodali Mr. Randhirbhai  Parbhubhai 

Patel    Sarpanch Bodali  
9825359608 

290173, 286494 
Confirmed 

3 Mokhala Falia Mr. Babubhai Hirabhai Patel 9427869808 
223263 

Confirmed 

4 Chichgam Mr. Manish Balubhai Patel 

Sarpanch MM Street, Vachla 
Falia 

9998823145 Confirmed 

5 Nani Pethan Mr. Jaykishan Parsottam Mistry, 

Hanuman Falia 
9714574815 

294217 
Confirmed 

6 Khothamdi Mr. Bhavesh Vinubai Patel Vice 

Sarpanch Suthar Falia 
9879039767 Confirmed 

7 Karadi  Mr. P R T Principal  9879168457 Confirmed 

8 Organizer Mr. Arvindkumar Hirabhai Patel 

Karadi 
9879630099   

9 Machhad Shreemati Pakiben Patel, Tad 
Falia Machhad (Prabhaben) 

  Confirmed 

  
First of all we started our journey from Navsari at sharp 10.00 AM in the morning taking 

members from their native Places. Two persons who didn’t accompany us in our vehicle they 

voluntarily reached Gate Hotel on time before we started our Conference. They were Manish 
B Patel and Bhavesh Patel. 
 

We reached Surat at about 11.30 AM at Sasumaa Restaurant for Lunch. Than after Lunch 
we started journey to Hotel Gateway for our Setting and preparation of our conference. 

Exact at about 14.00 PM we were connected to each other on SKYPE. I myself took            

co-ordination and give chance to all to discuss about their villages. 
1.  Bhavesh Patel vice Sarpanch of Kothamdi briefed of his village details to you all. 

He first of discussed about the tree which were cut down on their village pond 

border. So from this they Earn Rs. 5, 75,000/- Income. Second he discussed about 

new roads which were build up during his tenure. Which cost up to 3, 50,000/-He 
also discussed about Bhanunagar College regarding mismanage of College 

management too by Mr. Naranbhai Patel. 

2.  Dharmesh Patel discussed about his village Samapore regarding his progress 
during his period and his progress. He mainly discussed about his newly built 

roads, waste water drainage, etc. 

3.  Mr. P R T Principal of Karadi High School he mainly discussed about Education in 

Gujarati Medium High school and English Medium School up to fifth Standard. He 
put emphasis healthily and higher education in his school for all students to step 

up in this growing world. 

 



                                  

4.  Manishbhai Patel of Chichgam. He discussed about his progress in his villages 
regarding various schemes of Government which are highly helpful for the progress 

of villages and how to implement them for the betterment of villagers. At present he 

gives earning to 250 villagers by government scheme only. 

5.  Prabhaben(Pakiben) of Machhad discussed about her recent progress.  She 
discussed about a pavement road (road made of Blocks) made to Bhavani Mata 

Mandir.  She is also intending to plant R O plant in her village. She put new pipe 

on Main road to pass rain water to pass from one side to another. 

6.  Jaikishanbhai of Nani pethan discussed about their new built water Tank and 
their water supply in the village.  He also said that the old water lines are old and 

they should be replaced in near future. 

7. Randhirbhai Patel of Bodali discussed their on- going activities, and new 
construction completed in their village too.  He also discussed few points which Mr. 

Keshavbhai asked him questions. 
One thing everybody agreed with is Mr. Keshavbhai’s appeal that work should be jointly 

carried out by several villages as this would make it easier and everyone can benefit from it. 

 
Once again my thanks for giving me great opportunity to give my service to Gammonati 

Committee members.  I am also attaching all the individual reports. 
 

Overall it was a very nice new & first experience to join this video conference.  

 
Thanking you, 
 
Arvindkumar H Patel. 
 

At: - Dajiya Falia,  
POST: - KARADI (396440) 
Tal: - Jalalpore. 
Dist: - Navsari. 
Gujarat State. 

 

 


