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PREFATORY REMARKS

This booklet is intended for readers who have
already gone through Saikera’s Sutra- Bhashya, either
in the original Sanskrit as taught by our Pundits, or
with the help of some English translation under the
guidance of some College Professor in one of our
Universities.

Critical students who carnestly desire to ascertain
the exact tenor of the Vedantic System as brought out
by that world-famous teacher, are usuzlly bewildered
by the conflicting presentations of the drift of the
system as found in the various sub commentaries
and the wvarying estimates of the system fournd in
the writings of modern oriental scholars who have
attempted to summarize the teaching of Vedanta.
Beginners find little or no solace in the judgment of
either learned Vidwans or Professors. The former think
that the followers of different Vyakhyana Systems have
given different expositions of Vedanta only because
they judge the Truth from different angles of vision ;
and this in no way affects Reality, since after all, the
varicus modes of treatment are only in the Vyavahiric
(empirical) field | Most of the Oriental scholars, on
their part, are inclined to think that the ancient
Vedanta before ankara and Gaudapada, laid more
emphasis cn Upssana, and did not stress the unreality
of phenomena. The general prevailing view about
Sarkara, is that he (and Gaudapada) probably ushered
in 2 revolution in Advaita and that his system is
very much influenced by Buddhism !
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In order to counteract misinterpretations and sur-
mises such as these, I brought out so long ago as 1953
my first Sanskrit commentary on the Adhyiasa Bhashya,
and subsegaently followed it up with a work called the
Sutrg- Bha shyartha Tattva-Vivechan: in three parts (1964,
1565 and 1970) explaining the pwport of the first
four aphorisms of Badaravyana. In these works, 1 have
atteropted to show how some of the new doctrines
in the subcommeniaries and later Vedantic Bhashyas,
are either unconscious aberrations from or deliberate
accretions to the pristine purity of the genuine
Sankarite Vedanta foisted upon it.

The fact remains, however, that innovations of the
writers of later explanatory works on Sankara’s Bhashya
on the Prasthana-iray: {the Upanishads, the Bhagavad-
gita and the Vedan!a-Satras), have succeeded in
gaining the upper hand, and at the present day, it has
been almost impossible to extricate Sankara’s genuine
teaching from the later additions and alterations.

The ecarnest student of Saskara, is today ata
loss to distinguish the genuine teaching from the mess
of controversial literature that has sprung up around
the Bhashya. One is confronted with a number of
disputes about what has been called dvidyz in Sankara’s
Bhashya -

{1) Whast is the essence of avidya ¥ Is it the same as
adhyasa or something distinct from it ?

{2) What is exactly adhyase ¥ Is it an entirely different
something (what is superimposed like the silver on nacre)
or episiemic (superimposition itself}? Or is it a generic
term denoting both of these ¢
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(3) What does Saiikara exactly mean when he says
RraraeRRT: gaEy Puodew ‘el ‘Al R Sefedst S
sgg: 2 Is he referring to a species of misconception here
or to Avidya-Sakti (the material cause} of false phenomena ¢

(4) 1s Avidya different from Maya, or are the terms
avidya and Maya mutually convertible, both denoting the
same thing %

(5) What is really the locus of avidvi ¢ Is it the Jiva
(individual soul) or is it Brabman ? Or is it Pure Consci-
ousness itself devoid of all distinction 2

(6) 1Is avidya being or nombeing ? Or is it something
undefinable as either ¢

(") In what sense is adhyase beginningless ? How is it
endless ?

(8) What is the nature of Vidya? What is exacily
meant by the term Atmaikatvavidya ?

(9) How does Vidya remove avidya ? Is there a trace
of avidya left over even after its removal by Vidya ¢

(10) 1Is there anything remaining to be done by the
knower even after the dawn of Vidya ¢

(11) TIs absolute Release attainable in this very birth
of the knower ? Or is there any difference in kind or degree
between Release while living and Release afier death ¢

(12) Are all kaermas sublated by JiiZna ? Or has the
fructifying karma to be exhausted by experiencing its
fruits ?

(13) How many avidyas are there ¢ Only one common
to all transmigratory souls or as many as there are Jivas ?

(14) How are we to reconcile Vedantic texts which
ascribe certain forms and qualities to Brahman with those
that deny all characteristics to Brahman? Is there any
distinction between Brahman and fdvara? Why does
gankara use the terms indiscriminately ?
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These and other bewildering questions have been
taken up for consideration in my recent work entitled
¢ Misconcepiions about Saskara® published by the
Adhyatma Prakasha Karyalaya, Holenarsipur. In the
meanwhile, it has flashed to my mind that an attempt
may be made in another direction so as to simplify
all difficulties without entering ~into the arena of
dispute and debate. The present brochure is an
experiment in that direction,

For more reasons than one, 1 have chosen the
Introduction to the Swra-Bhashya for illustrating how
the perplexed student of Sankara’s traditional Vedanta,
can arrive at a definite and indubitable conclusion”
about the most important cardinal teachings by
appealing to Saskara himself to settle all the knotty
quesiions without taking the trouble of consulting any
of the sub-commentaries, and can see for himself how
far the conflicting explanations of later Sarnkarites are
faithful to the original. What is more, he will be able
to spot out the defects of all such interpretations, not
only when they import doctrines foreign to the tradi-
tion, but signally defeat the very purpose which the
Bhashya has been at great pains to serve from start
to finish.

The serious critic of Sarnkara’s tradition, is advised
to note the unique principles governing Sankara’s
system which most of the misinterpretations have left
unnoticed or have altogether ignored in their zeal to
usher in their own pet novel doctrines into the struc-
ture of the Advaita system.

(1) In the first place, Sankara emphasizes that
the tradition of Vedanta primarily treats of the
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knowledge of an existent entity as distinguished from
an act enjoined or even somethiug subservient fo
karma or meditation.

(2) He therefore takes it for granted that in
matters of enquiry into the vature of Reality (Braluman
or Atman), we have not enly to chserve the exegetical
principles of interpretation involving Srutis etc., but
also to recognize intuition etc. as the valid means of
knowledge for finalizing this enquiry of the existent
entity is to culminate in an wlfimale intuition, in the
same way as the knowledge of auy existent object of

aempirical knowledge.

(3) sankara’s system is unique in recognizing the
nature of this ultimate Intuition as transcending all
empirical ways of thinking and acting (Vyovahara)
but as effectively removing all the ills of vyavahara
for good. This distinction of Vyavekzra and Paramartha,
is peculiar to this tradition.

(4) This tradition is unique, not only in dis-
tinguishing the subject-matter of the Upanishads,
but also in discovering the only mefthod awvailable
in teaching the Reality. For Reality (Atman or
Brahman) being an Eternal Subject and Witness,
is not only beyond the range of all words and
concepts, but being non-dual and devoid of ail
differences and distinctions as well as specific chara
cteristics, has to be revealed by the exclusive way of
adhyaropa-apavada (deliberate superimposition of some
empirical characteristic and subsequently rescinding
it by pointing to a higher truth) and thus leading
the enquirer to intuit It as his own real Self. Failure

9

to appraise the need and value of this method, has
tempted the Post-Sackara advaitins not only to formu-
late some novel doctrine of their own, but to impute it
to Saikara himself.

The present work is expected to expound the inner
working process of the method and to provide the key
to unlock all such doors as have seemed to defy the
enquirer’s entry into the inner chamber of Sankara’s
system. Provided with a correct knowledge of the
above mentioned method and principles of interpre-
tation, the critical student of Saskara’s traditional
Vedanta, will find no difficulty in sifting chaff from
the real grain.

The Adhyasa-Bhashya, even while resting on the
sure and solid ground of the Upanishadic revelation,
does not refer to a single quotation as its authority.
All the statements here, are supported by reason
and universal intuition. Any unprejudiced mind will
see that the entire Bhashya has been written in a style
characterized with unity and emphasis to remind us

- about the innate human error called ‘adhyasa’ or

the mutual superimposition of the real Self and the
unreal not-self. As I have shown in the Appendix,
every link in the argument, has been corroborated
and amplified in the body of the Bhashya, by a
sustained appeal to Sruti and intuition, which leaves
little or no suspicion that some other doctrine may
have been meant by gankara. And no amount of
subterfuge on the part of later sub-commentators,
has been successful in persuading the reader to believe

that there is any trace of reference in the Bhashya,
*
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to the so-called ‘avidya-sakti’ ushered in by post-
Sankara Advaitins.

I very much wished to take up the first Five Adhi-
karanas to illustrate how Sankara is in no need of any
assistance from commentators to elucidate his teaching
inasmuch as he loses no opportunity to explain the
cardinal tenets of the traditional system. But owing
to strained eye-sight, I have to rest content with the
present sample work.

My Narayana Smaranams to the Adhyatma
Prakasha Karyalaya, Bangalore Branch, for under-
taking the publication of this work, and to all those
who have helped me in this production through print-
ing, passing the proof-sheets and offering suggestions
for the improvement of language and train of thought.
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The reader is requested to effect the following emerda
tions before undertaking to read the booklet. Self-apparent
mistakes have not been noticed here.
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for the last sentence substitute ‘ It is hoped that all laler
misinterpretations have been exposed

Read

Just like

omit ‘being’
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well known

after this insert ‘one who
believes that one belongs to’

identifying oneself
with them

P. 289.

the notion ‘me’
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MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT S'ANKARA

AN APPEAL
TO THE ENGLISH-KNOWING READERS
OF THIS BOOK

The most recent work entitled * Misconceptions
About Sankara by the same author would be a very
useful supplement to this publication as almost all
misconceptions about Sarkara’s System have been
listed there with appeal to relevent quotations in the
Sitra-Bhashya.

Readers are strongly recommended to avail them-
selves of the opportunity in order to refresh their
acquaintance with the Sankara’s Vedanta.

Price : Rs. 3-00 only. Postage Extra.

For copies please apply to :

ADHYATMA PRAKASHA KARYALAYA
HOLENARSIPUR-573211.
{Hassan Dt., Karnataka State)
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S'ankara’s Sutra-Bhashya
( Self-Explained )

1. It is a pity that Saskara’s Satra-Bhashya,
which is now engaging the attention of innumerable
eminent scholars who are interested in the study of
metaphysics devoted to the ascertainment of Absolute
Reality, has been reduced to an utterly chaotic exposi-
tion of Vedanta, owing to many mutually opposed
sub-commentaries and critical estimates of the work
by adverse critics,

In these circumstances, I have deemed it necessary
to write a short compendium attempting to show how
Saskara’s Bhashya is in no need of any other inicr-
pretation by sub-commentators or critics, when one
notices how that great teacher repeats his most
important ideas by paraphrasing in clear terms what
he has already said or by briefly anticipating what he is
going to explain at greater length in another context.

. €8 W3 47 9 WEdl WIERY g9 SEwEaR
gfea o Rafgae a1 Regracarenasaga, o7 a3
garAEEf areaEF dgdal Segame aeeseay;
sl g amal auga® st |

2. In this work, sentences or paragraphs prece-
ding or following the particular term, phrase or
passage to be elucidated, have been quoted to illustrate
what Sarkara is emphasizing in the particular context.
The student would do well to supplement the list

by sedulcusly hunting out any quotations that have
not been cited here.
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The Absolutely Real Atman

3. 'There are two epithets applied to this work
of Badarayapa by Sankara :-
(1) “ How this Unity of Atman is the one purport

of all Vedantas, we are going to show in this Sariraka-
Mmamsa.”’ ’

Concluding statement of the Adhyasa-Bhashya :-

(2) * Of the Vedanta-Mimamsa-Sasira which we have
undertaken to explain at length, the following is the
very first aphorism.””

Badarayapa himself, however, has not assigned
any title to his work, for he simply begins with the
Siitra ¢ Then, therefore, the enquiry into Brahma-
Jiana shall be made ’ (Su. 1-1-1).

How are Sarkara’s statements to be reconciled
with the spirit of the Satra ? The reply is as follows :-

sanra (wdiw:) is the name of the individuxl self
limited to a particular bedy. So says Sankara :-

(3) “ Sarzra means that he is in the body.
(Objection :-) But Is'vara also is in the body !
(Reply :~) True, He is in the body, but not exclu-

sively in any one body. So say the Srutis. The Sarira
or Jiva, on the other hand, is restricted to the body ;

for he cannot function except in the body which is his
residence. ”’ SBh. 1-2-3, p. 66.

So also in his commentary on Si. 1-2-20, Saskara
says :

* Garira is known to be made up of the intellect.

SBh. 1-2-20, p. 81.

bR ]
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So the ¢ Sariraka Mimamsa’ is so called because
it investigates the nature of the embodicd soul.

And now for the epithet ‘ Vedanta Mimamsa ’.
The word ‘ Vedanta’ means an Upanishad. The
Bhashya on 1-4-14 is a voucher for this :-

(1) ** The same Lord of all, who is stated to be the
cause (of the birth of the universe) in any one particular
‘Vedanta’, with the particular characteristics - viz., the
Ompniscient, Lord of all, the Sclf of everyone, the One
without a secand, is uniformly described with the self-
same characteristics to be the cause in other Vedantas
alsa---- The several statements of this nature describing
the nature of the cause being never in conflict with ane

anather. ”’ SBh. 1-4-14, p. 162,163.

This Sastra is mainly intended to ascertain the
purport of Vedanta texts. Therefore the name
‘ Vedanta-Mimamsa ’ is quite appropriately applied to
this work.  This is corroborated in the following
excerpt :-

(3) * For, Vedanta texts are cited and their mean-
ing is investigated by the Sitras. The intuition of
Brahman, is arrived at by ascertaining the meaning
of texts, and not by any other means of valid know-
ledge. ”’ SBh. 1-1-2, p. 7.

That the author of the Sitras also proposes to
show how this is exactly the aim of the Upanishads,
will be explained in the exposition of the import of
the first Siitra. So we can now safely conclude that
this Mzmamsa is called by the two significant names of
¢ gariraka Mimamsa > and ‘ Vedanta Mimamsa ’> for
the reason that this work has been undertaken to
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demonstrate how all the Vedantas or Upanishads pur-
port to reveal how the real nature of the embodied
individual soul, 1is really the one Atman without
a second.
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4. We have seen that according to Sankara, all
Vedantas are devoted to teach the wisdom of the
absolute unity of Atman, and this same real Atman
is otherwise called Brahman or the real nature of the
embodied self according to Badarayana in the first
Sitra of his Vedanta-Mimamsa. This doctrine of
Brabman as the only Reality, is brought out in all
the Upanishads. For instance, the Mundaka Upanishad
says :

¢ This in front is really Brahman alone; that which
is behind is Brahman; that which is to the right and
left, is verily Brahman ; both below and above, is verily
Brahman. All this wuniverse is the most lovable
Brahman alone. ”’ Mu. 2-2-11.

And the commentator on this mantra, says :-

““ Every concept of non-Brahman is merely Avidya,
just like the concept of snake in a rope. ”’

Mu.Bh. 2-2-11, p. 164,

But in empirical life, are found various pheno-
mena made up of names and forms ; that there are
many atmans, each of whom is possessed of an aggre-
gate of body and senses; and then, there is the
exteinal world which is other than atman. And man
thinks that this universe itself is real enough. All this,
according to Sankara’s followers, is due to Avidya,
and that avidya or ignorance is of the nature of
mutual superimposition of Atman and nou-atman.
Now this doctrine seems to be against all reason, at
first sight. The author of the Sitra-Bhashya has, there-
fore, set forth this prima facie argument in the excerpt
quoted at the head of this section, in order to state
the real Vedantic position in the matter.
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This is the gist of the objection to the super-
imposition doctrine :~

“The assertion that there has been a mutual
superimposition of the Atman and the non-atman in
practical life, appears to be a statement of something
logically impossible.  For the Self and the non-self
are by nature quite opposed to each other just like
darkness and light. Darkness is something that obstructs
the function of the organ of sight, whereas light is
that which makes the function possible. So are these
two quite opposed to each other in their intrinsic
nature.

To explain: (1) The non-self is always an
object of the knowledge of Atman, who is invariably
a subject. The subject can never be like the object
and hence there can be no mistaking the one for the
other. For superimposition is possible only in the
case of similar things like nacre and silver, which are
both shining in sunlight. (2) Secondly, the non-self
is always somcthing corresponding to the notion ‘this’.
Everything which is other than the self, can be
objectified and conceived as being an object that can
be addressed and referred to by the concept ‘thou’,
quite unlike one’s own atman or self which must be
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necessarily conceived as something invariably corres-
ponding to the notion ‘me’. One can never think of
separating oneself from one’s own self and conceive it
to correspona to the notion of ‘this’ or ‘thew’. Here,
there is the second reason why neither of these can be
mistaken for the other. And (8) thirdly, the not-self
can never cease to be an object of some notion, for its
very life consists in being known as an object of
Atman. Atman on the other hand, can transcend the
empirical notion of being an object of his concept,
according to Sarkarite Vedantins. For, the Sruti says,
that just as a lump of salt is saline through and
through without any distinction of its interior or
exterior part, so this Atman is of the nature of Pure
Coasciousness, and has no nature other than conscious-
ness whether within or without. He is of the very
nature of absolutely featurcless Brahman {Vide SBh.
3-2-16). But if this is admitted, where do we have
any conceivability of the secondless Atman being the
object or substrate of any superimposition along with
the non-existing non-self at all ?
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Possibility of Superimposition

5. Here the word amfd ‘nevertheless’ is for con-
ceding that the superimposition is opposed to reason.
Even what is opposed to reason, must be somehow
reconciled when it is found to be a fact seen in
common life, according to the maxim ‘There is
no such thing as inconsistency in what is actually
experienced ’; a fact cannot be gainsaid by mere
reason. So the objection °‘how can there be super-
imposition of things of opposite character ?’ has to be
met by the reply © Because it is seen to be a fact ’.
‘It 1s a natural human procedure’ means that the
nature of the hurman wind is such that, in their un-
reflectirg ccendition, men instinctively bebave in a
Ierrer quite cyperad to 1casen,
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¢ Owing to a misconception’ is for explaining
why the procedure is ‘natural’. Misconceptions,
unlike right knowledge, are quite natural to mankind.
Right knowledge, on the other hand, is adventi-
tious, for 1t flashes only to those whose mind is
saturated with ¢astraic knowledge. Human mind
by virtue of its natural inclination, is liable to
mix up both the real ‘Self’ and the unreal not-self
and instinctively thinks in the form ‘I am this’, ¢ This
is mine’. Here, the word ‘I" refers to the real Self,
whereas ‘this’ corresponds to the not-self such as the
body. Man rarely suspects that this “me’ includes the
real as well as the not-self, body etc. And ° this is
mine ’ refers to everything, that is cther than the self
including the mind, senses and the body etc. All this
will be rendered clear in the portion of the commen-
tary devoted to showing that superimposition is not
only possible, but is actually a fact in the common life
of man.
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6. It will be seen that in meeting the objection
that it is against all reason to expect that there is some
superimposition of the Self and the not-self as the
basis of human behaviour in common life, it has been
stated that it is actually found that all human conduct
is instinctively mixing up the real Atman and the
unreal not-Atman due to a misconception. This mis-
conception has been there, for man has superimposed
the subject and the object on each other and has mis-
takenly transferred the properties of each to the
other in the face of the fact that both of these are
quite opposite in their nature.

The words wez® (having superimposed), fgdiza
( mixing up) and ga@uR¥%a (by reason of non-
discrimination) used in this excerpt, are enough to
assure any one that the author of the Bhashya, is
thinking of some naive mental confounding as the
basis of all human behaviour.

Naturally, therefore, one could expect that the
question @vsaacawy 7w ? (what is this adhyasa ?) wants a
precise definition of this process of confusion. Strange
to say, however, the earliest sub-commentator on the

HEA TGN 1

Sttra-Bhashya has interpreted the question as well as
the reply so as to apply mainly to some objective thing
appearing as another. His way of constructing the
sentences of the Bhashya is as follows: ° sgfies: gz d-
Tgwia: * gives a definition of the adhyasa. “ ‘adhyasa’
involved in the question ¢ What is this so-called
adhyasa ?° Here w2 (in something else) necessarily
implies the appearance of something else. The epithet
‘smytirapa’ pertains to that other thing. Here Smrti
denotes what is remembered .... ... It means °of the
form of that which is remembered >, and not that it is'
actually remembered, for it obviously appears as an
object before us. That it is of the form of something
remembered, is supported by the reason that it is an
appearance of something seen in the past; for no

silver appears to one who has not seen silver in the
past 7.

Now all this description refers to an appearance
of an object elsewhere and not to the mental act of
mistaking one thing for another, which the author of
the Bhashya has in mind. This latter adhyasa is a
secondary matter for the sub.commentator; for he
writes ¢ sdisuly efgwaw wawmeanR g3Re eung o< wali ',
¢ For this definition may be supposed to apply by impli-
cation to the knowledge of the thing appearing also * !
We shall have occasion to show how this is exactly the
reverse of and opposed to what Sainkara himself aims
at later on ; for there the Bhashya shows how super-
imposition is a fact in common life.

3
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7. The three alternative definitions or descfiptions
of ‘adhyasa’ are evidently the nature of the process of
superimposition. The first view is that superimposition
consists in imputing the characteristics of something
to something else. The second view is that itisa
delusion due to non-discrimination of the nature of
two distinct things. The third view is that it is merely
imputing the opposite nature to a thing. Saskara says
there is the view common to all these views that
one thing appears to be of the nature of something
else. Thisis best illustrated by the example of the
nacre appearing to be silver, or by the example of
one moon appearing as though it were two moons.
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8. The sub-commentaries presuming as they do
that differences of opinion are concerned with the
nature of an object, appearing as something else, alto-
gether miss the discussion about the common human
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procedure due to an innate misconception, and accord-
ing to their pre-conceived Vedantic system interpret
the Bhashya beginning with © Mithyajnananimittah ’
(Rraimabifaw:).

This is how they construe the Bhashya :

““ The compound word ‘Mithyajfiana’ has to be

resolved into fedl T &9 9 * False ignorance ’. Here
Mithya means undefinable ; and ajfigna means the inert
potency of avidya, in contrast to consciousness. And
the word nimittah means having that potency as its
material cause.”

This literal rendering of the sub-commentary, will
of course be unintelligible to the reader who is not
in touch with the foreign doctrine. Therefore the
author of this 73kz has given a further explanation
of what he means :

* This Avidya-Sakti (potency of nescience) has to be
necessarily supposed to attach to the essence of both
internal and external things, for otherwise we cannot
account for the appearance of unreal phenomena.
And this potency does not (in the case of external
objects) obstruct the appearance of their real nature ;
for its non-recognition can be explained away as due to
want of the means of valid knowledge. For we know
that the nacre is seen both before and after the percep-
tion of silver. So in the case of external objects the
potency is merely the cause of the unreal appearance of
some other form. In the caseof the inner Atman, on the
other hand, there isno reason why the self-resplendent
Brahmic nature should not appear, Iis non-appearance
is exclusively due to the potency of avidya that resides
in It, So in the case of the Inner Consciousness, It
obstructs the Brahmic nature and becomes the occasion
of the appearance of egoity and other foreign properties
which do not pertain to It.”
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Now this interpretation is vitiated by the follow-
ing defects :-

(1) In the first place, it ignores what is expressly
stated in the Bhashya and inserts something never
referred to in the Bhashya. For the Bhashya says
that all human procedure is due to misconception, but
the author of the Tika disregards this express statement
and makes the original mean that the unreal appear-
ance of egoity etc. in the Atman, is the effect of the
material cause-a hypothetical potency of avidya-which
inheres 'in the essential nature of Atman, and that
this cause has to be assumed to be attached to Atman
for the simple reason that otherwise we cannot account
for the appearance of false phenomena. In the second
place, while the objection is that the mutual super-
imposition of the Self and the not-self, is against all
reason, the reply brings in something irrelevant to the
context ; for it says that we have all to assume that
there is a hypothetical avidya potency clinging to
interral and external things !
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9. Besides, all the different views cited by the
Bhashya, evidently refer to Adhyasa as superimposition
of some property on something else to which it does not
really pertain. They only differ about the specific
nature of the superimposition. The sub-commentator
overlooks this fact and insists on his own theory about
the nature and causes of the unreal things !

And, what is more serious, is the fact that he takes
no notice of Sainkara’s introduction to the illustrations
of superimposition, which says ‘awmfR @‘¥sgna:’
¢ Accordingly, it is a matter of common experience ’
and twists the original text to refer to the thing which

appears as something else !
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10. True, the illustrations expressed by the
propositions ¢ The nacre looks like silver’, and A
single moon seems to be two’ do impress one at first
sight to refer to some thing appearing as though it were
another’,but these propositions mean nothing more than
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what we understand by statements like ‘people mistake
nacre for silver’ and ¢ some mistake the single moon
to be two >. Nobody would think that the two propo-
sitions ¢ It appears to be such’ and 1 take it to be
such’ mean two different things merely because the
grammatical forms are different. ¢ Nacre looks like
silver > means, as we ail know, no more and no less

than what is implied in the statement ° I think it to be
such .

There is no difficulty, therefore, in taking the
original ¢ feemmnffi=: Swevagr: © ¢ human procedure
in thinking and speaking in the form ‘me and ‘mine’
is owing to misconception > at its face value, for
really there is no identity or real transference of
properties. ~ We shall show how this is the plain
meaning of this proposition presently in the
course of discussing the import of the next paras of
the Bhashya.
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11. The original objection is further clarified in
order to clinch the true position of the Vedanta :-

There may be superimposition of mutual identity
or mistaken transference of the properties of two
perceived objects. But since the Vedantin holds that
non-Atman is an object of the notion ‘per’, it passes
one’s understanding how Atman who is always a
subject, and external things and their properties
which are invariably objects eof the notion ‘you’,
can be mutually superimposed on each other or how
the properties of either, may be mistakenly trans-
ferred to the other.
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Now this objection is not well-grounded for
two reasons : In the first place, it is not true that
Atman is invariably no object of any notion, for
Atman is known to be an object of the me-notion
in empirical life, as the objector himself has admitted.
And in the second place, it is not a general rule
that superimposition is always to be found to obtain
between two perceived objects. For Akasha (ether) is
not perceivable and yet unreflective people believe
that the sky has dirt tainting its surface! Moreover,
the inner Atman is quite well-known to all as being
not-intercepted by anything.  Thercfore, there is
nothing unreasonable in holding that the immediately
intuited inmost Atman and the objective phenomena
are mutually superimposed on each other.
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12. Now, this misconception of superimposing
the mutual identity of the one Atman and the unreal
not-Atman, has been called ‘Avidya’ (Ignorance), and
the right knowledge of each of these, has been named
‘ Vidya’ by those who are adepts in Vedanta. The words
Vidya and Avidya have each another different conno-
tation according to empirical usage. For in common
life, people regard that as right knowledge which is
ascertained with the help of some means of valid
knowledge, and that is wrong knowledge which is
against the dictate of knowledge acquired through
such a means. The ascertainment of the true nature
of Atman, on the other hand, is not arrived at by
any particular means of secular knowledge such as
perception. On the contrary, this wisdom of the
absolute unity of Atman, is attained through direct
intuition ; and simultaneously with the dawn of this
ultimate knowledge, all distinctions of the means
and of the objects of knowledge, are sublated for good,
as we are going to see in the next para. Since all
human behaviour is seen to be known to be the result
of the misconception of confounding the Self and the
not-self, Vedantins call this particular misconception
alone by the name of Avidya (wrong knowledge) and
the intuition of the one Atman alone as. Vidya.
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13. ¢ This being so’, that is to say, since there
is nothing self contradictory in supposing that the
mutual superimposition of the Atman and thke non-
Atman is only due to a misconception, just as the
superimposition of silver on nacre and the super-
imposition of being two moons on the single moon,
it is evident that the substrate on which something
else is superimposed, is not affected in the least by
the demerit or merit of that which is superimposed
on it. So says Saikara in the body of the Bhashya
throughout.  All illustrations of superimposition,
ailm at persuading the reader that the super-
imposition of the not-self on the Self, does not
affect the real Self by the demerits of the not-self
in the least and likewise, the superimposition of
the Atman on the not-self, does not confer any merit
of Atman on the not-self. Atman remains the same
entity of the nature of an eternally pure conscious
and free principle never tainted by any of the defects
of not-self such as likes and dislikes, and never suffering
from the miseries of the mundane transmigratory soul.
And the not-self is never raised to the higher rank of
enjoying the merits of eternity etc., which really
pertain to Atman. No merits or defects attach them-
selves to Reality in this case, because it is all a matter
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of mental aberration and nothing affecting the objects
mistaken.

With regard to the first of the two illustrations,
for instance, Sankara says :

(1) * One merely thinks that it is silver, but really
there is no silver there at all.”’ SBh. 4-1-5, p. 467.

And with regard to the second, he says :

(2) “ The fact that one suffering from defective
cyesight sees the one moon as though she were many,

does not mean that the moon is actually many.”
S$Bh. 2-1-27, p. 213.

And with regard to the illustrations of the ether,
he has written thus:

(3) ** On the real Atman of the nature of being eter-
nally pure, conscious and free, the form of being a jiva,
just the reverse of what He is, has been superimposed
like surface and dirt on the ether.”” SBh. 1-3-19, p. 115.
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14. Seo far, we have seen that there is no reason
why the original Bhashya beginning with fRemmafifaw:
should not be taken to mean what it literally amounts
to, — that all human procedure, is due to a mis-
conception — and that the forced interpretation of
the statement as referring to a hypothetical avidya-
sakti, which is the material cause of false appearances,
is far-fetched. This conclusion is confirmed by the
Bhashya itself as we shall see presently. That Sarkara
meant by the term ®emam (mithyajrana) just what
it says ‘Wrong knowledge’ may be further seen
from quotations cited from the Bhashya in the
Appendix to the present work.

Moreover, that the avidya-¢akti which is here
taken to be what is meant by the word AMithyajiana
- be it an invention of the author of the Tika
himself, or borrowed from some foreign tradition
and adapted here to propound this theory - is alto-
gether opposed to the spirit of the Bhashya, is also
seen from the circumstance that this sub-commentator
attempts to prove the feasibility of its acceptance on the
authority of the ‘pramana’ ‘arthapatti’ (presumption).

WEQIHSR, 33

For Sarkara here expressly declares that all pramaigas
or means of valid knowledge in empirical life 2;.re
based on Adhyasa itself. Thisis also obvious from
the fact that this writer identifies his ° avidya-s'akti’

with ‘maya’ in direct opposition to the teaching of
the Bhashya.

In the lengthy extract from his sub-commentary
which we have cited in the Sanskrit explanatory note,
he has enumerated the following words as synonymous :
‘dvidya-sakti’, ‘nama-rapa’ (name and form), ‘avyzkstam’
(undifferentiated), Maya, Praketi, Sakti (potex.lcy),
Mahasupti (long dream), aksharam (the imperishable),
akasam - all of which have been expressly declared
by Saikara to be the names of Mayz (the unreal seed
of samsara) ! We shall cite extracts from the Bhashya
in the Appendix to this work to show how Saskara
repeatedly declares that ‘name and form’ (the unreal
material cause of the world) is invariably regarded as
invented by avidya. We shall cite here one of these
extracts just to serve as a sample ;-

¢ adsedaE wmngd ge, aRasiad masd axarEgE -
wldefid daradiagd edv@um @, afw:, ggf: -
gh 2 glegaidasad o AL -9-18, qL Rey.

“ Name and form, which constitute the seed of the
world of mundane life, conjured up by avidya, as though
they were identical with the Omniscient Lord, but
which are undefinable as Reality or other than That
are called ‘Maya’, *Sakti’ (potential energy), ané
‘Prakyti’ (primordial matter) in the S'ruti and Smrt;.””

SBh. 2-1-14, p. 201.
5
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Whereas it has been proclaimed.in the Bhashya
that name and form ‘conjured up by avidya’ are called
Maya, the author of the Tika has maintained that
the Avidya-¢akti is itself the Maya and that ‘Akasha’
etc. are all names of that hypothetical avidya-sakti !
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15. ¢ This adhyasa the wise call Avidya’, ¢ Now on
the basis of this adhyasa called Avidya as their prius,
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all species of human behaviour relating to the means
of valid knowledge and their objects, proceed °. The
repetition of the word ‘adhyasa’ in both of these proposi-
tions, obviously precludes the possibility of supposing
any kind of avidya other than adhaysa, at least so far
as Sankara is concerned. In thisparticular paragraph,
he affirms that human behaviour whether in connection
with mundane life or with life transcending it, which
may be revealed in the Sastra, has for its presupposi-
tion this particular avidya alone. This proposition
refers not only to human behaviour but also to the pro-
cedure based on the holy revelation teaching duty to be
done or act prohibited, and the discipline to be under-
gone in order to intuit the real nature of Brahman for
the attainment of Final Release. * aafifisd Srasaagn: ’
used at the commencement in the Bhashya, must be
presumed to include the procedure of the S'astra to
enlighten aspirants for human goal in their common
life, common life being presumed to include human
procedure in the attempt to attain the goals of life,
whether these have to be reached in their present life on

earth or through some transcendental means revealed
in the Sastra. :
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16. ° How can it be that all pramagas (or means
of valid knowledge) have for their locus an unwise
person ?’

"This question itself implies that the present dis-
cussion in the Bhashya, is about an unwise person who
is said to superimpose something on something else. If
avidya is really the mental process of superimposing
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something, surely, it cannot apply to one who seeks right
knowledge about something. The followers of Nyaya
have defined these terms (pramatr &c.) as follows :-
“ One who is urged to get or avoid something and
therefore engages himself in enquiry, is Pramaty (one
who wants to know things correctly), that by means of
which he ascertains the object, is Pramana ; the object
ascertainable is Prameya; and the correct ascertain-
ment of the object is Pramit:.” This being so, how can
they be pramanas (or canons of right knowledge) if they
are employed by one who is unwise, one who has not
discriminated the true nature of this distinction ?
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17. Here the Vedantin wishing to amplify his
reasoning, replies as follows : True, one who desires
to get what he likes and to avoid what he dislikes,
necessarily discriminates and has the right view of the
enquirer who wishes to ascertain the nature of the
object and employs the means of valid knowledge
as such, in his transactions. But the fact that he
assumes himself to be one who employs the means of
knowledge in common life, is itself based upon the
ignorance of superimposition of the me-idea upon the
body and the mine idea on the senses and the mind.
Moreover, there is this additional human misconccption
of directly identifying oneself with each of the senses
and the mind also as when one imagines facts in the
form I am blind’, ¢ I think so’, ‘I doubtit’ or ‘I
quite understand it’ and soon. The real Atman who is
ever unattached to anything objective, is thus wrongly
supposed to be identical with the body, and to imagine
the senses etc. to belong to him. Hence all human
procedure relating to the means of valid knowledge
and their object, etc. is undoubtedly based on this
particular species of ignorance. All these varieties of
superimposition will be taken up for consideration
presently.
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18. It was at first stated that that all procedure
connected with means of valid knowledge and their -
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objects, whether it be secular or Vedic, presupposes
adhyasa (otherwise called avidya). How this is, has
been explained by appealing te intuition and ampli-
fied by showing that all employment of the organs of
sense, presupposes the superimposition of the bady on
the Self supposing it as something correspoanding to
the notion ‘me’ while the senscs located in the body,
function only when treated as pertaining to oneself.

It is now proposed to amplify what was originally
implied by the term #iwsgagiz: (human procedure) by
citing the illustration of the procedure of lower animals
like beasts. Itis weliknown that lower animals like
beasts court or shun objects which they like or
dislike instinctively and not on the basis of any correct
knowledge arrived at by reasoning. The behavicur of
rational beings like men, is also just like that of lower
animals ; for they also instinctively proceed to get
thicgs which they like, and turn away from things
which they dislike without having recourse toc any
reasoning at the time of their engagement in any
action. The only difference between thbe two, is that
men can apply their means of valid knowledge and know
by reasoning why they are forced to act in the wrong
way they usually do. That all acticn is based on mis-
conception due to non-discrimination at the time of
acting, is common to all creatures. It is thus evident,
that Sankara is referring to human behaviour in the
form of activity in particular, when he says that
instinctive behaviour of men is due to a series of mis-
conceptions due to non-discrimination of the distinct
nature of Atman and not-atman.
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19. It wmay be admitted that one who engages
oneself in acts concerning secular life, is ignorant of
the true nature of Vedic maiters ; but how can one
who has ascertained his nature as related to another
birth or to the other world, be said to be ignorant ?
Has he not acquired the knowledge of his self as
distinct from the present body, and also as trying in

the present life to reap the fruit of his action in some
other birth or in another world ?

To this objection, the Vedantin’s reply is  True,
he does have the knowledge of his self as distinct from
the body of the present life, but still he is ignorant of
the true nature of his Real Self knowable only through
Vedanta, the nature of Atman who is beyond ¢ hunger
and thirst etc.’ (Br. 3-5-1), and as a non-transmigra-
tory Principle which is devoid of the distinctive
features like the Brahmana or Kshatriya Varpa. This
latter knowledge notonly serves no purpose for one
- who is engaged in something to be performed, but is in
fact, opposed to the qualification necessary for one who
wishes to perform karma. We all know that a person
who wishes to attain the result of his action like karma,
must possess the idea I have a desire for the effect of
this karma, I am possessed of all the requisite qualities
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needed for one who has to engage oneself in karma.
I know the details of the karma aad the factors and
the process constituting it’. The knowledge that one
is neither an agent nor an enjoyer of the result of the
deed to be performed, is evidently not only unneces-
sary, but is directly opposed to the knowledge needful
for one who is to engage himself in it
How ail the S'sstras are intended
for the ignorant only
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20. So far the proposition that human behaviour
presupposes that all secular and Vedic Vyavaharas or
means of valid knowledge and their objects, obtain in
the region of ignorance only, has been explained. No
human procedure whether for empirical purpose or for
Vedic purpose, can transgress the bounds of avidya or
superimposition, since every operator of the means of
knowledge or action has to assume himself as identical

with or furnished with.a body and the senses and other
means.

We have now to see, how even the Sastras or
revelations laying down injunctions or forbidding
certain deeds as well as those that purport to teach
the true nature of Final Release also, are for those
who are ignorant and proceed only in the field of
superimposition. In the present case, it is clear that the
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Sastra is for the ignorant who presume themselves to
be identical with the body etc., for its injunctions
and prohibitions refer to a Brahmaga of a certain
varna or caste, or to a Brahmachari or Grihastha (a
celibate student or house-holder) thereby granting
that he belongs to an asrama (stage of life), to one who
has to perform the libation of agnihotra, thereby
granting that he lives up to a certain age; and to
one who has a son and has dark hair on his head,
thereby granting that he is a -human being in a
particular state and so on - all of which imply that
these Karma-Sastras, lay down injunctions or prohibit
certain deeds only for a person who believes that he is

really the body etc. on which he has superimposed
the real Atman.
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21. It has been shown so far how all human
procedure based upon the knowledge of the means
of secular knowledge and their objects, and of sacred
knowledge based on the knowledge of one’s self as
an agent connected with the effects of action in this
or the other world, presupposes the assumption of
one’s identity with a body and the senses and the
mind functioning in it, or imagining them as
pertaining to oneself. The only difference between
secular behaviour and Vedic behaviour, is that in the
latter case one has the firm belief and considers that
one’s self is distinct from the aggregate of the body
and the senses. But this assumption nevertheless, is only
the outcome of ignorance or not knowing the true
nature of the Atman who transcends all human life as
taught in the Upanishads. It should not be supposed
that the Sastras laying down injunctions of Karma
and Upasana (religious rites and meditation) alone are
for persons ignorant of the true nature of Atman
taught in the Vedantas or Upanishads. For even
Sastras teaching Final Release from mundane bondage,
are for those who have not attained Vedantic know-
ledge of the Absolute Atman.

In order to clarify this point, the several varieties

of superimposition, are now going to be set forth at
length. The phrase @i (to explain :-) is for introducing
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all the details of misconception. First of all, the super-
imposition of the characteristics belonging to things
outside one’s body, and well known to be quite distinct
from oneself, is being taken up for constderation, just
to convince the critical student that it is all a matter
of ignorance. One’s son, wife, field, monetary
wealth, and the like, .are too well known to be
distinct from oneself, and yet, we see that anything
diminishing or keeping intact as belonging to these
external things, is transferred to one’s own self;
as for instance when one thinks ‘I am maimed’ or
‘1 am sound in body ’ according as such characteristics
pertain to one’s son, or wife, etc. Here the staterments
¢ T am myself suffering from this defect’ (wgha Res ',
or ¢ I am myself in sound condition * (=&Y ar) should
be understood as illustrating both one’s identity with
an external entity like the son or the wife as well as

the mistaken transference of the characteristics of that
entity. Saskara writes elsewhere :-

(1) * Just as one suffers from the pain incidental
to a burn, bruise or the like, owing to the delusion of
one’s identity with it, so also he suffers from the pain
occuring to his son or friend, owing to the delusion of
identifying to oneself on accouut of affection for them
which makes him falsely think ‘I am myself the son’ or
¢ 1 am myself the friend ', From this, we arrive at the
inevitable conclusion that all suffering from sorrow, is
due to wrong identification.” SBh. 2-3-46, p. 299.
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22. Now this superimposition is of two kinds, to
wit, (1) the mutual superimposition of the immediately
intuited Self and the objective phenomena together
with the mistaken transference of the properties of
each of these to the other; and (2) the mutual super-
imposition of the subject, objectifiable by the notion
of me, and the objects ranging from the body up to
the inner organ (the mind) together with the mistaken
transference of the properties of each to the other.
The second variety of superimposition has been so far
set forth in detail showing how the objects and their
properties are superimposed on the self objectifiable
by the notion me. Badarayana is going to state in an
aphorism (VS. 2-3-32) that this inner organ known
by various names like ‘manas’, must be admitted to
exist as otherwise we should be driven to the repug-
nant conclusion of having to face eternal perception
or eternal non-perception. The Bhashya on that
Sitra, says :-

) HEGIATFER: 21

(1) “ Therefore that through the background of
whose function, perception can occur and without which
background perception does not occur, is the Manas.
Accordingly, the S'ruti says, ‘I have been thinking of
something else, I did not hear it, my manas has been
confined to something else, T did not see it’. ‘It is
through the manas that one sees, through manas alone
that one hears’ (Br. 1-5-3). And it also shows how
desire etc. are all its modifications ; * Desire, willing,
doubt, faith, want of faith, fortitude, absence of forti-
tude, shame, understanding, fear - all this is manas
alone. ”’ SBh. 2-3-32, p. 281.

Elsewhere he writes :—

(2) ** That which objectifies all phenomenon and
can function during all the three periods of time, is the
manas. The same (manas) is spoken of as though it were
different and named owing to its different modifications
by different words such as ‘manas’, ‘buddhi’, ‘ahankara’
and ‘chitta’.” SBh. 2-4-6, p. 310.

This being so, Atman conditioned by the property
of the association called Ahankara (or the egoistic
mind) and functioning in conformity with it, identifies
himself with it, and is spoken of as an object of the
notion me (swr@aaras:) as stated at the commence-
ment of this introduction. Accordingly Saskara writes
in his commentary on Siitra 1-1-4 :-

(3) *“ It is by that egoistic agent (ahankartrgz), who is
the object of the notion ‘me’ (akampratyayavishayena), and
the locus of all concepts (pratyayina), that all actions are
done, and it is he alone that experiences the fruits of
these actions,’’ SBh. 1-1-4, p. 17.

Therefore the several instances of superimposition
that have been enumerated in the Bhashya beginning
with aww (as for instance), should all be understood
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to refer to the mutual superimposition of the atman
corresponding to the notion ‘me’ and the objects
of this knowledge, the not-self corresponding to the
notion ‘you’ referred to at the commencement.
 The last proposition beginning with ¢ gaagrafiag
wRg@Tanaifvata® * ( Similarly one superimposes the
atman who is the locus of the ‘me’ idea on the inmost
Atman who is the Witness of all the modifications
belonging to him, is intended to explain the mutual
superimposition of the Really Real Atman and the
atman answering to the notion ‘me’.

Here, it will be noted that this superimposition
refers to the Witnessing Atman, the theme of the Upa-
nishads and the empirical atman or the individual
self who is here described as the object and locus of
the me-notion wwgmngy:, aégasf.

The real Atman here called by the name of
Pratyagatman (the inmost Atman) is expressly called
by the name of Sakshi (direct Seer) in the Svetasva-
- tara Upanishad which Saskara quotes whenever he
wishes to prove that He is the Brahman or I¢vara
taught by the Upanishads as the only ultimate Reality.
The full text runs as follows :-

oHl 3 |dgay e @dsmd@t gdgaraws |
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“ The same Shining One (Deva) is hidden in all beings,
the all-pervasive One, the inner Atman of all beings,
the Superintendent of all actions, the Indweller in all
beings, the Witness, Conscious-entity, who is alone (in
and for Himself), and without any qualities. ” Sve.1-6.

In the Appeundix will be found some quotations,

where Saikara refers to this Sakshin, the Witnessing
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Atman as distinguished from the empirical atman
or individual soul well known to be the object of the
notion ‘me’. We shall there cite extracts wherein this
Witness is referred to by the name of Pratyagatman
(the inmost Self) also.
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23. From the statement that the Atman who is
the object of the me-notion and the Witnessing inmost
Atman, are mutually superimposed on each other, we
have only to conclude that neither the Witness is
affected by the defects of ego, nor the mind and other

objective phenomena acquire any merits pertaining to
*the Witness on account of this superimposition. We
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should not, however, yield to the misgiving that just
because the Witness is superimposed upob the not-self,
It would cease tobe real. It is true that whatis
superimposed upon something else, is really not there,
but it does not necessarily follow from this that what
is superimposed never actually exists anywhere else.
No one possessing common sense supposes, that just
because water in a mirage is unreal, there is vo real
water at all even in a pond or river., The Witness is
the One Real Atman of all beings, and can never
alienate His intrinsic nature, merely because He 1is
superimposed upon something else.
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24. Now the author of the Bhashya proposes to
sum up the essential nature, effect, and the process of
sublation of this superimposition called avidya.

First of all, the distinctive nature of this avidya,
false imputation which has been defined as mistaking
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something for what it is not (wm%®gfs:), is that it is
beginningless and endless, unlike superimpositions in
empirical life. Just as correct ideas of objective things
are born in time and end in time, misconceptions
of things - as for instance mistaking of nacre for silver
or misconceiving of the single moon to be two moons,
may be born in time and may end in time, and empiri-
cally speaking, time continues itself to be beginningless
and endless. So, misconception too, like other pheno-
mena in common life, may be said to have birth and
end. But this mutual superimposition is not a notion
that had any beginning in time or end in time. For
time itself is unreal and owes its appearance in Atman
to superimposition as will be shown in the Bhashya
(VS. 2-3-7). So itis not only beginningless and
endless, but innate in human nature.

¢
W, U@ FAAE - ¢ FoaaNFTasaaR: | 2R |
e < - Lo o
seq[aE  AaiRaERd  FgEaEgaEsaesl qais @
s & 94, ‘sl SR, ‘g8 arerfy, ‘el
gy (R 9 sadd | @ @ g (o R Suiiwst
AFeHIEI 7, A [EET qF TR T
s N ne .
g 9| awid suleaErgerercafaEsd afied AR
Mgy |l
25. Therefore, its ;:onsequence is that it has
engendered the nature of agency and experiencing the
fruits of action. This agency as well as experiencing
nature is of course also innate in human nature like

the ignorance which has given rise to it. There is
no particular point of time in which human beings

IQEIR: we

have been agents or experiencers of the fruits of
action. In fact, the empirical convention of real and
false as applied to phenomena or actions and results, is
also the consequence of this primeval ignorance of the
nature of superimposition,
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26. (Objection :-) How again can there be
removal of Samsara of the nature of agency and enjoy-
ship conjured up by avidya or adhyasa, which, yousay,
is beginningless and endless ? For, no destruction of
anything beginningless and endless, has been ever seen
by anyone !

(Reply :-) There is nothing unreasonable here.

For adhyasa, as we have seen, is only a misconception.
8
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It is well-known that every misconception loses its force
as scen as the truth about actual fact is ascertained.
No socner the truth about the absolute unity of
Atman, dawns, all conventions of means and cbjects of
valid knowledge, together with the evils of samsara or
mundane life due to the belief in the reality of man’s
agency and experiencing vanish, in the same way as
the moment the ascertainment of nacre as nacre dawns,
the belief that nacre is silver vanishes or just as
the belief in the reality of the dream world vanishes
the moment that one wakes. Unreality is ne actual
preperty of something, and consequently, it is not
scmething to be actually removed, or destroyed by an
effort or application of some special means besides
right-knowledge.
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27. (Objection :~) In the proposition that “all
Vedantas or Upanishads are begun to reveal the
wisdom of the Absclute Unity of Atman, in order to
remove this source of evils 7 we are faced with many
problems. For, in the case of erdinary superimposition
like that of the nacre pearl, there is an cperator of
the means of valid knowledge like perception, and he
sees a piece of nacre at a distance, and owing to the
likeness of nacre and silver in lustre etc., he suddenly
recollects his former experience of having seen silver
and jumps to the conclusion that it is silver. On closer
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examination, however, he ascertains that the object
is really nacre. Thisis all intelligible here because
there is a Pramaty (one who operates the means) and
Pramaya (means of knowledge), as well as a Prameya
(object of that knowledge). But in the present case,
it is asserted that the ahampratyayi (or locus of the
notion, is himself superimposed on the Inmost Atman
who is never an object! How can there be any
right or wrong knowledge, where there is no knower,
no means of knowledge or even an object of know-
ledge at all ?

(Reply =) This objection is met in the Bhashya
by the epithet ‘@d@tenma:’ (known to all people) applied
to superimposition. This is what is implied in the
epithet here :- All these are imaginary difficulties,
fancied by the objector. For that no real operator
of pramapas 1s necessary for superimposition, has been
shown by enumerating instances of superimposition of
the body, senses and the mind, on oneself in ordinary
human procedure. It is obvious that a person becomes
a knower only after he has assured himself that he has
a body with which he identifies himself before he can
employ his senses. This fact of one’s being a cognizer,
is already taken for granted in the case of cognitions of
external objects, but it is obviously absurd to suppose
that one is a cognizer in the case of superimposing one’s
body itself. So it is wrong to suppose that the distinc-
tion of being a knower operating the means of know-
ledge even in the case of these superimpositions ; for
that presumption would land us in the absurd regressus
ad infinitum that one has a series of bodies etc. in order

IITRI: 3

to know the previous set ! Moreover, it is not true
that we invariably use means of valid knowledge, in all
instances of knowing things; for we experience seem-
ingly external objects with seeming organs of percep-
tion in such states as dream. The only way out of the
morass, is to recognize the universal intuition by means
of which we are conscious of this primary ignorance
or superimposition. That Saskara has used the word
‘@dgresaa:’ (known to all), in this sense of intuition, is
evident from the fact that he uses this word pratyaksha
in this sense in a number of statements like this, as
is evident from the citations given in the Appendix.
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3 as7q ) 30 Dware ARmeId waErEE 9 faan
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28. (Question :-) By what means of valid
knowledge, then, is the correct knowledge of Atman
attained ?
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(Answer :-) The Vedanta Sastra is the only
means in this case. It reveals the knowledge of the
Unity of Atman. In the same way as the Karma-
gastra imparts the knowledge of the relation between
the means (such as Jyotistoma Sacrifice) and the
effect, Swarga or heaven, so also this Vedanta-Sastra
imparts the knowledge of the true nature of the One
Atman, in order to obliterate Avidya of the nature of
superimposition. It does not follow, however, that
this implies that there is a real distinction of knower
and means of knowledge etc. For the Sastra in this
case only negates all distinction of knower, known etc.
invented by avidya, to lead the seeker to the know-
ledge of the Unity. So there is nothing inconsistent in
the statement that the wisdom removes all avidya.
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29. (Objection :-) Even granting all this, we
arrive at the same repugnant conclusion that the
Sruti is the means of proof, and the Wisdom of the
Unity of Atman is the valid knowledge arrived at by
the enquirer through ascertaining the purport of the
Upanishads. So we are still within the boundaries
of pramanas ?

(Reply :-) Quite so. But then there is this
difference, that whereas a person who undertakes to
prove the reality of an external object himself believes
in the reality of the distinction of the knower, means

~of knowledge and the object, and that distinction

remains unsublated even after he has proved the
reality of the thing. The Sruti, on the other hand,
teaches that Atman alone is really real, and that
there is no distinction of knower etc. in His true
nature. And when that truth has been arrived at, not
only all distinctions of empirical life, but the distinc-
tion of Sruti, and its teaching no less than the knower-
ship of the enquirer, is sublated for good. This grand
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truth is proclaimed By Saskara again and again in his
Bhashya. Thus, for instance, he writes :-

(1) ¢ For the Sastra does not undertake to teach
Brahman by describing It as such and such an object ;
but intending to teach that Itis the inmost Atman
unobjectifiable, it removes the distinction of the know-
able, knower and knowledge conjured up by Avidya.”

SBh. 1-1-4, p. 16.

As for the Sastra as a means of valid knowledge,
this is what is written in the Bhashya :-

(2) “ (Objection :-) If perception and other means
of knowledge cease to exist (when one is awakened to
the truth of the One Atman) the repugnant conclusion
would follow that even the S'ruti ceases to exist !

(Reply :-) Not so; for that is also admitted here. (To
explain :-) We do hold that there will be no Sruti either,
when there is enlightenment. For the text starting
with the statement ¢ Here the father becomes no father’,
says that even the Srutis ceases to exist. ‘The Vedas
become no Vedas’ (Br, 4-3-22). ™’ SBh. 4-1-3, p. 465.
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30. The expression of the quotations from the
Bhashya ‘sidisaiamfacad (for the purpose of teaching
the Wisdom of the unity of Atman), should be inter-
preted tc mean ‘ The intuition of the fact that Atman
is only One without a second’ and °apart from
Him there is no other atman who is a transmigtatory
soul, nor anything else which is non-sentient; there is
no world apart from Him, and there is no distinction
whatever in the nature of Atman’. We should not
restrict this expression to mean merely the identity of
Brahman and Jiva. Saukara has expressly explained
the meaning of this term as follows :-

* By the word #ify¥9: (and other texts in SGtra 2-1-14)
we have to understand and cite the class of texts pur-
porting to teach the unity of Atman like the following :
¢ All this has this for its essence ; That alone is real ;
That alone is the real Atman; That thou art’, (Ch. 6-
8-7), <¢All this is verily this Atman’ (Br. 2-4-6),
¢ All this is Brahman alone ’ (2), ‘Al this is *tman
alone ’ (Ch. 7-25-2) ¢ There is nothing like distinction
here’ (Br. 4-4-19, Ka. 4-11). And the teaching of
everything else from the knowledge of only one, cannot
follow on any other ground.” SBh. 2-1-14, p. 197.

More citations from Sackara referring to the term

‘Atmaikatva’ (the unity of Atman) will be found in the
Appendix.
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31. Much ink has been spilt in vain over the vexed
question as to which of the two - the sacred Text, or
the mind - is the immediate means of valid knowledge
of the Absolute Atman or Brahman. One group of
Sarnkarites have vehemently declared in favour of
the former view. They contend that the Vakya or
Revelation is the only immediate means, for the truth
of one’s identity is realized the moment one under-
stands the meaning of the sacred teaching just as
in the illustration of the stupid persons in the fable
of the loss of the tenth man after all of them had
crossed a river. Each of them counted nine others,
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but omitted himself in counting. When a way-farer
learning the cause of their lamentation, counted all of
them and told the last person ‘ Thou art ihe tenth’
they immediately detected their error. Similarly, this
school of Sankarites says the moment one understands
the meaning of the text ‘Thatthouart’ one realizes
one’s identity with Reality and also sees clearly that
this truth had not struck one’s mind merely because
of one’s extrovert mind. The second school maintains
that no word can yield immediate realization merely
by a statement ; Sravasa (study) or determining the
meaning of the Sruti text, Manana or reflection and
Nididhyasana or meditation resorted to in succession,
could alone yield immediate realization.

Now this dissension is altogether ill-placed; for
Brahman is, according to the Upanishads, beyond the
objective range of both words and mind. The follow-
ers of the second school rely on the literal meaning of
the Gita-Bhashya statement °wEremienaagmiigas
wa: qengaa 5’ (R we R-29) and they maintain that
the mind alone, purified by the teachiug of the Sastra
and the preceptor, is the immediate means of the vision
of Atman ; but they forget or ignore the Sruti ¢ That
which cannot be expressed by the word ’, ¢ That which
cannot be thought of by the mind *> (Kena. 1-5, 6), and
disregard the dictum of the Satra-Bhashya ¢ Sruti etc.
and immediate intuition and the like too are the
immediate means according to the context’ (SBh.
1-1-2, p.8). Moreover, we have in the Gita-Bhashya
itself a remark clarifying the meaning of the statement
they rely upon.

ITATIN: 82

The last s1oka of the thirteenth chapter is
FadangEnsal gIRIgan | ‘
yagzhaled = A Agaifte 3 oo v A 31 2w
““ Those who know the difference between the
Kshetra and Kshetraina thus, as also the dissolution of

the material cause of the Bhiitas, with the eye of wisdom,
(they alonc) go to the Highest. >’ G. 13-34.

The Bhashya explains that the eve of wisdom
(s@wgun) referred to here is szl aaPamearmfs gy
(The wisdom of one’s own intuition that issues out of
the teaching of Sastra and the Preceptor, thus clearly
shcwing that both the Sastra and the teacher, lead to
one’s immediate intuition which alone enables one to
know the difference between the kshetra (objective
phenomena) and the kshetrajna (the Witnessing Knower
or Isvara Himself). It is evident that the mind which
is included in the objective kshetra, can never be an
immediate means of knowing the real Knower.

Moreover, the expression yassfarsd 3 (as also the
dissolution of the material cause of the elements)
which is otherwise known by the name of Auvyakia,
is the latent form of all the world, obvicusly inclu-
sive of the mind itself. It is crystal-clear that the
mind can never be the immediate means of knowing
the Avyakta (Latent cause of the Universe), and much
less the real Atman. For the Sruti says * g&uwest #51F 9 |
REN: QASTTRETT, JOF: 90 (@139, 91). Atman the Great
is beyond the Buddhi, and Avyakta is beyond Mahan,
and Purusha is beyond Avyakta ’ (Ka. 3-10, 11). We
thus see that the dispute as to which of the two - the
word or the mind - is the immediate means of the
vision of Atman, is so much labour lost.
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This disposes of the contention of some Sarnkarites
who suppcse that the intuition of the Atman, is only
in Samadhi (trance) attained through reflection on the
meaning of the Sruti, while the experience of the
world of multiplicity, may continue for sometime in

the waking state owing to fructifying karma or a trace
of Avidya.

For, this is evidently against both reason and
intuition, and is mainly due to not taking Sarnkara’s
dictum with regard to trance. In the first place, all
empirical experience of duality is restricted to the
waking state and not Samadhi or any other particular
state. And the delusion of all empirical life is
due to adhyasa or superimposition of the properties of
the waking body etc. and not in Samadhi. Sankara has
proclaimed in his commentary on Sitra 2-1-9 that
experience of distinction in waking even after the
attainment of Samadhi, is only because of the non-
sublation of ‘mithyajnana’ or superimposition. He also
says (SBh. 2-1-14) that the absence of all human
procedure taught by the Sruti, does not apply to any
one state in particular. ’
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32. Here the context justifies the interpretation
of the expression wRAFaRamfgs® as meaning
‘in order to reveal’; for the Sastra teaches the
real nature of Atman, and the preceptor’s help is
required for removing any doubt with regard to the
purport of the text; an& thus leading the seeker to the
intuition of his oneness with the Reality. But the
author of the Panchapadika took this phrase in the sense

L. FafersaRy ‘canfmsenay’ amd 9FA (- c-ve, a1 29) |
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of ‘attaining or arriving at’ and raised the objection
that since the knowledge of a thing pertains to the
knower himself, there is no possibility of suspecting
that arriving at the wisdom requires any other effort.
In reply to this, he says that there are certain cases
where even after knowledge has dawned, the knowing
person not being accustomed to the possibility of such
a fact, may yield to the temptation of disbelieving
even what has been known. So, he concludes, that in
such cases, additional reasoning may be necessary to
place the knowledge on 2 firm fouudation.

This argument does not hold water here ; for the
wisdom of the Unity of Atman is attained only after
sublating all empirical thought. The Sruti also says
¢ What could one know and with what, when to the
knower, 2ll has become Atman alone ? ’ (Br. 4-5-15).

gankara himself writes in so many words :-

“ Nor is it possible to say that this intuition is use-
less, or that it is a delusion; for we see that it removes
avidya and that there is no other knowledge sublating
it. We have already stated that it is only before the
intvition of the Unity of Atman, that all conventions
of real and false, obtain.”’ SBh. 2-1-14, pp. 19, 20.

Not understanding, doubt or misconception, may
be possible in the case of knowledge of ebjective
Phenomena, but never with regard to Atman, who is
the real Self of the knower himself.

This misinterpretation of the author of the Tika, has
been refuted at length in the &uthor’s work called the
Panchapadika-Prasthanam (published by the Karyalaya).
Readers interested in the subject, may refer to it for
further details. :
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33. Even the convention of, Vidya and Avidya
(wisdom and ignorance), is conceded before the intui-
tion of the Unity of Atman. For from the really real
view-point, there can be no one ignorant of any
thing else. So, from the transcendental standpoint,
hypocritical objections like ¢ If Jiva be ignorant
how do you account for Brahman becoming a Jiva ?
If it pertains to Brahman, you will have given up
the doctrine of Non-duality ! >, have no place here.
S'ankara has himself written thus ;-

*“ (Objection :~) To whom does this non-waking
belong ¢

(Answer :-) We reply, ‘To you, who ask this ques-
tion!’

(Objection :~) But the Sruti teaches that I am
Isvara Himself ! )

(Reply :-} If you are thus awakened, then non-
awaking belongs to none ! ”’ SBh. 4-1-3, p. 465.

10
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[ That is to say, ignorance is conceded from the empiri-
cal standpoint for the purpose of teaching the trath. When,
however, the unity of Atman is intuited, there is no place
for any ignorance, and from that standpoint, the concession
is rescinded. ]
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34. This is the purport of all Vedantas. That is
to say, the Upanishads concede the transmigratory
nature of Jiva from the empirical standpoint, but
rescind that concession when that purpose has been
served. The significance of the epithet ¢ Sariraka-
Mimamsa’ as applied to Badarayaga’s work, has been
explained already.
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Conclusion

35. The entire Bhashya on Adhyasa or super-
imposition, is based entirely on indisputable intuition,
and it has been explained on the basis of that
intuition that there is superimposition in human
behaviour, and that the Upanishads have the one
purport of revealing Reality in order to completely
wipe it off. The import of all propositions here, has
been supported in the Appendix by citing quotations
from the body of the Bhashya on the Sitras. Itis
hoped that following mis-interpretations have been
exposed by this all later simple device.
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[ Citations containing the word Mithygjfiana or its synonym
exclusively in the sense of misconception. ]
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[ Quotations showing that S'arikara always uses the word
Maya in the sense of objective appearance conjured up by
Avidya or Superimposition. ]
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I The following are quotations confirming that Sankara
always thinks that in all cases of superimposition, the subs-
trate is never affected by the merit or demerit of that which
is superimposed upcn it. There is not a single instance to
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{ Quotations to testify that the body, senses &c. consti-
tuting the conditioning associates of Atman, are all the
figment of Avidya. There is nothing to vouch for any actual
relation between ttman and thzse associates. ]
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[ In the proposition ‘Reargrafie:’ etc., it has been de-
clared that empirical life involves the thought and action
based upon it which mixes up the Real and the unreal when
people talk in the terms of ‘me’ and ‘mine’. The ‘me’ is a com-
mingling of the real Atman and the unreal body, senses &c.
made up of the unreal names and forms projected by igno-
rance. When Sarnkara writes, “ It is a natural item of human
behaviour to think ‘I am this’, ¢This is mine’ in common
life ’, he really means that there is a mixture of the real
Self and the unreal not-self rolled up into one as ‘me’.

We shall now quote some statements from the Bhiashya,
which make it clear that this is really what he means :
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[ The import of this statement is that when people talk
of ‘me’, they superimpose the Adhankara or the ego on the
Witnessing Atman, and the latter upon the inner organ (the
mind) etc. The Witness cannot be really the mind which is
always an object deriving its semblance of Consciousness
from the Witness, which is intrinsically of the essence of
Pure Consciousness, which, in its turn, is really One without
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a second and so never tinged by mind etc. This becomes
clear from the citation about the inner organ or the mind
to be adduced presently ]
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[ Here in contrast to the external organs of sense and
action, the internal organ or mind has been referred Lo by
the general name of Manas.  This internal organ is also
called by differcnt names such as ‘manas’, ‘buddhi’, ‘ahan-
kara’ and ‘chitia’ with reference to its particular functions.]
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a second and so never tinged by mind etc. This becomes
clear from the citation about the inner organ or the mind
to be adduced presently.]
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[ Here in contrast to the external organs of sense and
action, the internal organ or mind has been referred to by
the general name of Manas. This internal organ is also
called by different names such as ‘manas’, ‘buddhi’, ‘ahan-
kara’ and ‘chitta’ with reference to its particular functions.]
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[ Excerpts quoted in {4 and 5) from the Bhashya con-
firm the view that Ahankéra (the ego) on which the proper-
ties of the body, senses and the mind are superimposed, is
the individual self; whereas the Sakshz (or the Witnessing
Consciousness}is really the I¢'vara or Brahman of the S'rutis.
In the light of these excerpts, we see that the doctrine of
Post-Sankaras, who hold that perception is of two kinds, to
wit, Jiva-sakshi and I¢vara-sikshi, is utterly opposed to
S'ruti, reason based upon intuition as well as to the Bhashva,
all of which proclaim that Sakshi is One without a second. ]

g a9 uEnt wegeafayga sofiaeaa famge gagerag )
# | mafame wgw@R | 7 vitgaligasgsaisn aaelt &5-
waer, aa: 6 FEolen gedt ffuse? ahand @ vaRgiee:

wd@min | ga: @ 7 Bl waearg w539, G @ dgya
g A1 1-9-%, gL Reo.

74 wrsTRAAREa o1y QAT sarergd - IR ase-
fEReuamgan@iaan wEaafkt ; amar
(3) @A IR @, A qEopEn ygians |
sa: saufReiiEEa anuaTe adu Fuafiftegy |
[ ¢ amsieanafzyarda sami’ ggRg@aEaRagetas | |
(R) wEg@AEET GIAE:, TR o) ; HE SdHOI-
e Sagel, «3%: - I 9 walgesg a9 1
() sgEEl =@y | w5 rﬁwrarﬁ a9 gRigeE.
gow: — g aFl cwEdm | A %Y 43 PFewgaewalf
g% gFgq

afifeqg e

() o suaw: Gl gdaF IX Wl a® aHEd
%4 al FrafigaR awag ¢

(=) A EREe afme | sfgsRemi @i
A fmaaa: o

[ The several epithets assigned tc the Sakshi (Witness)
preclude the possibility of His being regarded as a variety
of perception or as admitting of plurality, especially as
He is ail-pervading.]
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[ The YWitness is declared here to be no other than eter-
nally pure, conscious and free Brahman or T¥vara.]
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gancrsafasy T sdTsan: | apngm a.fuizeEn sgivTe aERd
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g WL -3 -ue, QI ReR.
[ o wegiER ToraaERl R 3R SEgen: FEgTaa
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[ Sankara calls the Jiva - nature of Atman abhase
semblance of the real Atman, and cites the illustration of
sun’s reflection on the strength of Sastra. Failing to appreci-
ate the force of this remark which emphasizes that the Jiva-
notion is only the result of ignorance, later Saikarites have
insisted that Jiva or both Jiva and Idvara are actually
reflections in the mind or Maya ! ]

suwIgaaaa T 1§ Bg wald aq Rgeawa: qf@o:
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[ The above-cited extracts must suffice to convince the
reader that the One Atman who is really real, is spoken of
as though He were divided into two, one of whom is Is'vara
the Witness of all, and the other individual Jiva the trans-
migratory soul, owing to conditioning associates imagined
by ignorance. The intrinsic nature of Atman or Brahman,
however, remains quite intact in spite of this empirical
distinction.]
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{ The word Pratyagaiman (literally the inner-Atman) is
never used by Sankara to denote the individual self, as

some later Vedanting do. The following examples will
vouch for this statement.]
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[ The word Fratyeksha is used not only in the sense of

perception, but in the sense of Direct Revelation (yfi:)
and intuition also.] )
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[ In the concluding sentence about Adhyasa or avidya,
Saikara remarks that it is of the nature of a misconception
giving rise to agency and experienceship of the fruit as is
well-known to all men. Here because of the word aSaauass:
perhaps, the author of Panchapadiki and other later
Sarikarites have started a new doctrine that the Avidys-Sakti
which they have hypothetically presumed to cover the
Brahmic nature of the Self, is an object of Perception and
other Praminas. Sarnkara himself means to say that the
Avidya or adhyisa, is directly intuited by all, provided that
they are able to recognize it as the superimposition of the
Anthahkarana or the mind on the Atman. He also uses the
word Pratyaksha in the sense of perception from the empirical
stand-point. ]
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[ ‘Atmaikatva® means what the word literally signifies,
the wisdom that makes one intuit the One Atman without
a second.]
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[ The author of Panchapadika insists that even after the
dawn of Atmaikatva-Vidya, a suspicion of improbability may
arise in the enquirers’ mind about the fact revealed by the
Sruti! As this abnormal suspicion has been thoroughly
examined and shown to be altogether baseless in the present

author’s work ‘gsaqiRmmwaEy’ ( The System of Panchapadika
examined) we shall simply cite some statements of S'ankara

himself from the Siitra-Bhashya to convince the reader as to
what that Acharya has to say about the removal of Igno-
rance by Atmaikatva-Vidya.]
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[ The above-cited extracts should suffice to convince the
reader that by ‘Atmaikatva-Vidya = Saikara invariably means
the knowledge of the One Atman without a second, without
anything else sentient or non-sentient beside it.]
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[In the course of his explanation of the Bhashya

‘rdTmaRArafieed ) (with a view to attain the wisdom of the
13
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absolute unity of Atman) the sub-commentator happens to
suspect that even after the attainment of the Wisdom of
Unity, one may happen to conceive the impossibility (smamaar)
of the fact. The following extracts from the Bhashya,
should sulfice to show that this logic is overshooting the
mark, inasmuch as there can never be any possibility of
doubt of the ultimate Truth, since the final intuition of
Atman is direct and effectively removes all Ignorance or

Avidya.}
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The following texts show how uniformly all the Srutis
declare the absolute unity of Atman or Brahman.
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MISCONCEPTIONS A30UT S'ANKARA

Written by His Holiness Sri Sri Satchidanandendra
Saraswati & Published by the Adhyatma Prakasha
Karyalaya, Holenarsipur, Hassan District, Karnataka.
Pages 130 (Crown Octavo). Price Rs. 3.

1. I strongly recommend this book and the other one
“ J'afKARA’S CLARIFICATION of CERTAIN VEDANTIC CONCEPTS ”
to be carefully studied by all the students of Philosophy
who wish to know the views of Sri Sankara on Advaita
Philosophy. I cannot help expressing my deep debt of
gratitude to such immortal works of His Holiness. ”’

—  Prof. L. C. Patil in * Pathway to God

2. “ The author of this small book has done a big job,
bringing together the several misconceptions about S'aiikara
and showing how these misconceptions arise and in what
ways the misconceptions are quite un-sound. Useful excerpts
from original texts arc givem where they will serve the
clucidation. To earnest student of S'ankara this book is
found to be of much help in the task of rightly grasping
Sarnkarite ideas. The author rightly advises Vedanta
Students to read the original in preference to translated
matter and follow the principle ‘Let Sankara interpret
S'arkara’, and be convinced that S'arikara’s teaching compre-
hends, assimilates and transcends all genuine truths of
Dwaitic Systems.

Quite a number of Vedantic points on which faulty
ideas persist in students get touched upon and rendered clear

in this very serviceable book. **
— R.R. in * Vedanta Kesari



The Adhuatma Prakasha Karyalaua,

( ESTABLISHED 1920 )
HOLENARSIPUR. (Hassan District, S. Rlys.)

( BANGALORE BRANCH )
No. 68, Il Block, Subbarama Chetty Lay-out,
THYAGARAJANAGARA —  BANGALORE-560028.

An Institution to help the interpretation of Indian
Culture by stimulating the study and practice of
the Adhyatma Vidya — Philosophy and Religion in
its universal aspect — especially as revealed in the
Upanishads and allied literature.

1. Has so far published more than ONE
HUNDRED AND SIXTY BOOKS in Kannada,
English and Sanskrit.

2. Arranges for frequent DISCUSSIONS, DIS-
COURSES and PUBLIC LECTURES; VEDANTA
CLASSES in the morning form a regular feature.

3. Has a free-lending LIBRARY and a READ-
ING ROOM for the public.

4. Conducts a Kannada Monthly Magazine
called the “ADHYATMA PRAKASHA”, devoted to
Jiana, Bhakti and Vairagya.

5. Maintains a VEDANTIC COLLEGE for
training up model students for the dissemination of
Vedantic ideas.

For fuller information please apply to the Secretary.



