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the Sangh and served as the Provincial Organiser of the Sangh in Rajasthan.Later he

even became the All India President of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh.
Beware of This Game

Many a time, at the root of the internecine quarrels and violent conflicts in the
Hindu society lie political or personal rivalries. Election clashes, land and family
disputes also take up that vicious form. Further, the politician or the interested person
gives it the colour of conflict between two castes just to save his skin and serve his
political ends. At such times, unfortunately, many well-meaning persons and even
press correspondents, in their ignorance, are made pawns in this game. In particular,
pressmen in search of a scoop do not bother to obtain first-hand knowledge of what
happened but weave out a story with a single thread of information and give it a
sensational headline. When, clashes take place between Hindus and Muslims they
are reported as a clash between one community and another, while even petty

quarrels among the Hindus are magnified and reported in an inciting fashion. This is



certainly not desirable. We should all exercise the greatest care and restraint in all our

actions, if we are to lessen the social disparities.

Not Criticism but Cooperation

It is a fact that the backward or untouchable brethren of ours have borne quite
an amount of misery, insults and injustice all these centuries. That agony is there in
their hearts. We are also much pained at this sight. Now we have to find a way out of
this. All of us feel that onslaughts on them are wrong and that they should stop
forthwith. Therefore, the efforts of all of us, our talk, and our behaviour should be such
as to be conducive to the achievement of this goal. | appeal to the oppressed brethren
also to exercise this care and restraint. The faults and follies in our society must
certainly be criticized. But there are different ways of criticism. When foreigners
criticize us, it is with a senseof contempt. But when our own people criticize, it carries
an element of pain born out of affectionate concern. Otherwise, if we begin to drag our
quarrels of the past into the present we shall be only placing our future in jeopardy.
That will only hamper our progress towards equality and harmony. They (the
oppressed brethren) should feelthat they are also part and parcel of the same society
and shall live as such with the other members of society. If they stand up shoulder to
shoulder with others who have similar ideas and feelings, then the combined efforts of

both will make the task much easier and bring the goal much nearer.

In the past, some eminent leaders of the oppressed communities have
severely criticized certain castes and certain religious texts. That was necessary at
that time. In order to draw the attention of the people to a certain point and rouse
public opinion, an individual may employ a biting language in the beginning stages.
But it is not necessary that such tirades should continue for ever. Now the times have
changed. The actual transformation has to take place now. As such the responsibility

is upon all of us to employ only such language as will help the process of change.



The Self-respectful Way

| believe that the 'backward' brethren of ours do not ask for the mercy of
anybody. They only desire an equal status with others and that too on their own
merits. Since they have been backward all these days, they only want that facilities
and opportunities should be provided to them to advance. This desire of theirs is quite
legitimate. And it is for them to decide how long these privileges should continue. In
the long run, however, they will have to compete with others and earn an equal status
only on the basis of merit. Perhaps, they also know this. It is for them to think and
strive and chalk out a time-bound plan of rising themselves up. A day has to come

when all of us will feel equal, equal in our worth and capacities.
The Real Basis of Equality

In spite of many drawbacks, the Hindus have their own specialties. They have
certain concepts and attitudes with regard to life. Thinkers the world over concede
that this society has established certain great and eternal values of life. If the Hindu
society, believing in such specialties and eternal values of life and following them in
practice, can stand up united, imbued with the spirit of social equality, then alone
those specialties will live on for ever and prove beneficial to the world at large also.
But unfortunately today the Hindu society is weak and disorganized. Dr. Ambedkar felt
very much pained that in this society which considers all human beings as children of
God, nay, as part and parcel of that Divinity Itself, there should be found a sense of
high and low. He also said that there could be no better basis for equality than the

basic faith in the existence of a common spark of divinity in all human beings.
Adopt Constructive Outlook

The history of our society is a very long one. All these centuries there was

absolute freedom of thought and action. As a result, quite a good number of



thingswere written in our texts some of which could even be misinterpreted. IfNa stree
swaatantryamarhati(\Woman is unworthy of freedom) is quoted to make it appear that
the woman was despised in this society, the saying Yatra naaryastu poojyante,
ramante Tatra devataaha (Where women are revered there the gods rejoice) is also
available to show that woman was held in the highest esteem. If one wants to
establish unity and harmony in the society, one has to think what are the concepts
which should be picked up from our religious texts and from our history, which would

be conducive to the removal of disparities and the consolidation of Hindu society.

May all of us feel that the Hindus must unite and that for their unity the basis
can only be social equality? With this conviction may all of us come forward to make

our society united and strong? This is my fervent appeal to one and all.



