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The challenges began early 

Narendra Damodardas Modi 
was born on September 17, 
1950 in a lower middle class 
family in the small town 

of Vadnagar, located in northern 
Gujarat’s Mehsana District. 

His parents, Damodardas 
Moolchand Modi, a street vendor, 
and Heeraben, a housewife, belonged 
to the Modh-Ghanchi (oil-presser) 
community, which is categorised as 
Other Backward Class (OBC) by the 
government. 

Narendra was the third of six 
children and lived the early part of 
his life in a three room, single storey, 
poorly lit house built of brick and 
mud. 

With his family facing acute 
economic hardship during the early 
years of his life, young Narendra 
helped his father sell tea at a stall 
that his father had set up at the local 
railway station to make ends meet. 

From his childhood, Modi was 
different
The one incident that stands out 
from his childhood was the time 
when he retrieved a baby crocodile 
from a pond and brought it home. 
His alarmed mother asked him 
to return the crocodile to the 
pond, which he refused to do. His 
mother then urged him to think 
and gauge her feelings should he 
ever be separated from her. Young 
Narendra grasped his mother’s point 
and immediately returned the baby 
crocodile to the pond. 

Throughout his childhood, 
Modi was confronted with many 
difficulties, but he courageously faced 
them and transformed them into 
opportunities.

School education and extra-
curricular activities
Narendra Modi studied at the local 
Bhagwatacharya Narayanacharya 
High School. By all accounts, he 
was a decent student. He took part 
in many extra-curricular activities. 
He was very fond of taking part 
in cultural programmes organised 
at the school. An avid participant 
in school plays, he excelled in 
the acting roles assigned to him. 
Theatre, it can be said, was his 
passion. 

Debating was another activity in 
which he excelled. Thus, the seeds 
of his brilliant oratorical skills were 
sowed early. From those early days, 
he showed rhetorical talent and 
confidence in his ability to hold his 
own in a debate or discussion. In 
making a speech, he easily outshone 
the students, as he came well 
prepared and delivered his speech in 
a clear and concise manner. Quick-
witted and logical, he almost always 
emerged on top during an interactive 
session.

Narendra loved to read books 
and was often found in the school 
library scouring through books that 

interested him. 
He did not get much time from 

his studies and household chores 
to indulge in sporting activities. He 
was, however, an enthusiastic and a 
good swimmer. In later years, as is 
well known, he developed an intense 
interest in yoga which now keeps him 
physically fit and mentally alert. 

What his teachers remember 
most about Narendra Modi
Prahlad Patel, his teacher, narrates 
a very interesting incident about 
Modi. He once asked Modi to show 
his homework to the class monitor, 
but Modi refused to do so. He told 
Prahlad Bhai that he would only 
submit his homework to him (his 
class teacher), as in his eyes, no one 
else had the ability to evaluate his 
homework. 

Prahlad Patel says he taught 
Narendra Gujarati and Sanskrit. 
He recalls that Narendra Modi had 
an innate love for languages, which 
in turn, he believes, enhanced his 
rhetorical skills and eloquence. He 
says that Narendra had a penchant 
for studying every nuance of a 
language. Patel found him to be a 

very inquisitive student, seeking 
answers to questions and putting 
forward counter questions if he was 
not satisfied with the answers.

“I remember that once when 
he came to attend a function in 
Vadnagar as chief minister, I went 
on stage to pay my respects, but he 
stopped me and smilingly said, ‘No 
sir, it is my duty to pay you respect 
as your former student and not 
the other way around.’ I was left 
astounded not only by his sharp 
memory, but also by his character and 
upbringing,” Prahlad Patel recalled.

The trait of boldness in the young 
Narendra is seconded by another 
teacher who taught him till the 
fourth standard. She says that even 
as a child, Narendra Modi was 
adamant in matters that were right 
in his eyes. In the same breath, she 
fondly recalls that when he became 
the chief minister of Gujarat for the 
first time, he organised a function to 
give away awards of excellence to 28 
teachers. Invitations were sent out to 

With his family facing acute economic 
hardship during the early years of his life, 
young Narendra helped his father sell tea 
at a stall that his father had set up at the 
local railway station.

Narendra Modi’s 
brother, Jayantibhai, 
fondly remembers 
how a young 
Narendra spent a 
lot of time on his 
clothes and his 
appearance. He took 
great pains to be 
always neat, clean 
and well dressed.
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all the selected teachers, and when 
they came, he personally went up to 
each one of them to greet them and 
seek their blessings.

While Modi had great respect 
for his teachers, he was not shy of 
voicing his dissent when required. 
Often, he assumed a leadership role 
if the issue concerned was right in 
his eyes. In one particular instance, 
he is known to have led a protest 
against his teacher to stop the latter 
from smoking a beedi (a sort of desi 
cigarette).

It is thus evident that Modi, at 
a very early age, had a mind of his 
own. He had strong views on many 
issues and was not hesitant in airing 
them. It seems his humble roots 
failed to dent his self-confidence or 
trust in his own ability. He respected 
his elders and teachers, but would 
stand his ground if he felt strongly 

about something. 

What his friends say about 
Narendra Modi
As a youngster, Narendra Modi had 
several friends, but over the years, 
four of them stood out in terms of 
closeness and mutual affection—
Shamaldas Modi, Jasudbhai Pathan, 
Yogeshbhai Shah and Sudhir Joshi. 

What these gentlemen recall of 
their association with Modi and the 
early carefree days spent together 
makes captivating reading. It also 
illustrates how a young Narendra 
imbibed qualities that would later 
propel him to the prime ministership 
of the world’s largest democracy.

Shamaldas recalls that Modi and 
he were in school together till the 
eighth standard. Their friendship 
continues to be close and deep, 
primarily because as youngsters 

NCC Cadet Narendra Modi with his colleagues (sitting at the extreme left)

Narendra modi joyously joined the National 
cadet corps (Ncc) while in school. from 
his early days, he had an innate attraction 
for discipline that prompted him to join the 
Ncc and later the rashtriya swayamsevak 
sangh (rss), the highly disciplined 
nationalist organisation. his pleasant 
experiences with the Ncc and rss seem to 
have inculcated in him an extraordinary love 
and respect for the nation's armed forces.



Narendra Modi taking part in a play at his school in Vadnagar.

Narendra Modi's school in Vadnagar.

Narendra modi was very 
fond of taking part in 
debates and dramas. 
Every thursday, a debate 
on any subject was 
scheduled, and I don’t 
recall Narendra Modi 
being overwhelmed or 
scared of taking part 
in any of them. For 
each point in a debate, 
he had an answer.
prahlad patel 
NarENdra modi’s saNskrit 
achEr

Narendra Modi 
acquired a penchant 
for leadership early 
in life, and often 
took up the causes 
and concerns of his 
fellow students before 
the school authorities, 
including the principal, 
who had a reputation of 
being very strict.

sudhir c.  Joshi  
NarENdra modi’s classmatE

they were neighbours. The young 
Narendra, he says, often talked about 
his dreams, had a sense of humour, 
and always looked at the brighter side 
of issues and incidents. 

Shamaldas remembers Modi as a 
headstrong boy who would only do 
work that suited him. He was self-

confident and stubborn.
Jasudbhai Pathan says, “Though 

Narendra Modi is India’s Prime 
Minister today, for me, he is still the 
same Narendra Damodardas Modi. 
I was with him in the 10th and 11th 
standards and also spent some time 
with him at the M.N. College in 

Visnagar. We stayed in the same 
hostel room. The only point I want to 
make is that while many people may 
call him anti-Muslim, he is not. If he 
was anti-Muslim, would he have ever 
been one of my closest friends?”

Remembering their school days, 
Jasudbhai says the role of a soldier 

enacted by Narendra in a play still 
remains etched in his mind. “He 
performed that role so brilliantly that 
the audience was able to visualise the 
passion and problems that a soldier 
experiences when away from his 
home and family. I can never forget 
that role,” he says.

Dr. Yogeshbhai Shah recalls that 
though he is two years older than 
Narendra Modi, both studied in the 
same class at B.N. High School. “The 
school where we both studied, today, 
I have my clinic opposite that school. 
The qualities that I liked about Modi 
were his headstrong nature and his 
desire to help others during their 
difficulties. Helping the poor and the 
deprived was a habit he possessed 
since he was a child,” Dr. Shah says.

According to these childhood 
friends, despite his tight 
schedule and pressures of high 
office, Narendra Modi leaves 
no opportunity to connect with 
them. Whenever they meet, they 
become school boys all over again, 
such is the bond they share. As 
chief minister of Gujarat, he once 
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attended a poetry event in Vadnagar 
and invited his classmates and 
childhood friends. He personally 
guided them through the security 
and jokingly said, “Even if they 
decide to kill me, I wouldn’t mind!” 

Even as Prime Minister, Narendra 
Modi remains connected with his old 
friends who are, quite understandably, 
very proud of him. 

Towards higher education 
Narendra Modi lacked the means to 
pursue higher education. He also had 
a burning desire to dedicate his life 
to the nation and to humanity. He 
was, however, conscious of the need 
to pursue higher studies and chose to 
do so over a longer stretch of time. 
He combined studies with work, 
and despite difficulties, managed to 
complete his post graduation. 

Narendra Modi completed his 
academics in three stages. He 
completed his schooling by the age 
of 17, graduated with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Delhi University 
through distance education at 28 
(1978) and acquired his Masters from 
Gujarat University at the age of 33 
(1983). 

The strong nationalist moorings
Narendra Modi was drawn towards 
the nationalist organisation RSS 
from a very early age. 

The credit for establishing the 
RSS imprint firmly in Gujarat goes 
to Lakshmanrao Inamdar. Fondly 
known as “Vakil Saheb,” Inamdar was 
the chief organiser of the RSS in the 
state and was also instrumental in 
bringing a young Modi into the RSS 
fold.

In 1958, during the time of Diwali, 
Inamadar paid a visit to Vadnagar, 
and while there, he administered 
oaths of allegiance to a group of 
young boys. Among them was 
eight-year-old Narendra Modi who 
became an RSS Balswayamsevak 
(child volunteer). It is remarkable 
that Narendra Modi embraced 
the RSS at such a tender age and 
did so voluntarily, and not under 
family coercion. In later years, when 
Narendra Modi became a full-time 
member of the RSS in Ahmedabad, 
Inamadar became his mentor.

Right from his childhood, Narendra Modi faced many obstacles, but he 
transformed these into opportunities through sheer strength of character 

and courage. When he joined college, his path was strewn with tough struggles, but in the 
battle of life, he has always been a fighter, a true soldier. Having put one step forward, 

he has never looked back and refused to accept defeat.
The official website of Bharatiya Janata party (BJP)

An early inclination towards 
spirituality 
During his childhood, Modi loved 
to be in the company of hermits 
and saints. As his family and friends 
reveal, he would often go to the Gir 
Forest, adjacent to Vadnagar, to sleep 
in an old temple. 

At a young age, he developed an 
inclination towards renunciation 
and asceticism. After completing his 
schooling, Narendra left home at the 
age of 18—for a period of two years. 
His elder brother, Sombhai, reveals 
that this act left their mother and 
other family members and relatives 
very worried. 

The restless Modi first spent 
several months in the company of 
hermits and saints in the Himalayas. 
He travelled with them to various 
religious shrines . Later he visited 
West Bengal and other places. He 
remained in each place for a short 
time.

Attracted to Swami Vivekananda’s 
noble teachings that placed high 
emphasis on self-denial and social 
service. Modi wanted to join the 
Ramakrishna Mission, but the 
Mission authorities thought that 
he was too young and lacked the 
requisite qualifications for a life of 
renunciation. He was also turned 

away from the Belur Math in the 
summer of 1968. 

Unable to follow the path of 
renunciation, Modi travelled back 
to Gujarat in 1968-69. He returned 
home at the age of 20 and informed 
his family that he was going to 
Ahmedabad to work with his uncle 
Babubhai at his canteen within the 
campus of the Gujarat State Road 
Transport Corporation. This decision 
was taken with the aim of actively 
joining the RSS in Ahmedabad and 
dedicating himself to the service of 
the organisation and the country. 

This series to be continued in  
the next issue of ssb
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AI

AI was also used to help in the early detection of melanoma skin cancer

Boost For Gene Editing, 
Artificial Womb Technologies

  IANs

AdvAnces in medical sciences 
have brought good news for 
humanity at large because of 

the progress made in gene editing 
technology to treat inherited diseases, 
and particularly to cancer patients with 
the approval of a gene therapy by Us 
regulators.

The year also paved the way for 
heralding a new age of care for premature 
babies with scientists from the children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia (cHOP) in 
the Us successfully building an artificial 
womb that could keep premature lambs 
alive and help them develop normally, 
marking a breakthrough in treating 
premature babies.

The lambs lived for four weeks inside 
the device, which looks like an oversized 
plastic bag filled with synthetic 
amniotic fluid. scientists hope 
that the artificial womb could 
one day help bring human 
preemies to term outside the 
uterus.

Using the cRIsPR-cas9 
genome-editing technique, a 
team of scientists from the Us 
and south Korea corrected a 
disease-causing mutation in 
early-stage human embryos.

The technique corrected 
the mutation for a heart 
condition – known as hypertrophic 
cardiomyopathy (HcM) – at the earliest 
stage of embryonic development, in 
other words, before they were born, so 
that the defect would not be passed on to 
future generations.

The researchers hope the work, 
details of which were published in the 
journal nature, would pave the way for 
improved in vitro fertilisation (IvF) 
outcomes as well as eventual cures for 
some of the thousands of diseases caused 
by mutations in single genes.

The Us Food and drug Administration 
(FdA) termed its approval of the first 
gene therapy a “historic action” which 
could usher in a new approach to the 
treatment of cancer and other serious 
and life-threatening diseases.

Gene therapy has been there for some 
time with the first such therapy getting 

approval in china way back in 2013. 
Two gene therapy drugs also became 
available in the european countries 
subsequently. However, they have not 
got much traction, especially in europe, 
for commercial use so far. With the Us 
also now giving the green light for such 
a therapy, things may well change for the 
better.

The FdA approved Kymriah 
(tisagenlecleucel) for certain pediatric 
and young adult patients with a form of 
acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL).

“We’re entering a new frontier in 
medical innovation with the ability 
to reprogramme a patient’s own 
cells to attack a deadly cancer,” FdA 
commissioner scott Gottlieb said in a 
statement while announcing the “historic 
action”.

Kymriah is a genetically-modified 

autologous T-cell immunotherapy. 
each dose of Kymriah is a customised 
treatment created using an individual 
patient’s own T-cells, a type of white 
blood cell known as a lymphocyte.

The patient’s T-cells are collected and 
sent to a manufacturing centre where 
they are genetically modified to include a 
new gene that contains a specific protein 
(a chimeric antigen receptor or cAR) 
that directs the T-cells to target and 
kill leukaemia cells that have a specific 
antigen (cd19) on the surface.

Once the cells are modified, they are 
infused back into the patient to kill the 
cancer cells.

The Us FdA also approved in 
november the first “digital pill” with a 
digital ingestion tracking system that can 
tell doctors whether the medication was 
taken.

Artificial womb found to keep 
premature lambs develop normally

The US Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) approves first gene therapy

FDA approves the first “digital pill” 
with a digital ingestion tracking system

Quick Glance

It has an ingestible sensor embedded in 
the pill that records that the medication 
was taken.

The product, Abilify Mycite 
(aripiprazole tablets with sensor), was 
approved in the Us for the treatment of 
schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and for 
use as an add-on treatment for depression 

in adults.
The system works by sending 

a message from the pill’s sensor 
to a wearable patch. The patch 
transmits the information to a 
mobile application so that patients 
can track the ingestion of the 
medication on their smartphone, 
the FdA said in a statement.

digital technology like Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) also stepped into 
the healthcare sector in 2017 with 
a new vigour, helping mine medical 
records, design treatments or find 

ways to discover drugs faster.
scientists at south Korea’s daegu 

Gyeongbuk Institute of science and 
Technology developed an electronic skin 
based on AI that can keep a track of heart 
rate, respiration, and muscle movement, 
which works just like a smartwatch.

AI was also used to help in the early 
detection of melanoma skin cancer.

The technology, developed by the 
University of Waterloo in canada 
employs machine-learning software 
to analyse images of skin lesions and 
provides doctors with objective data on 
telltale biomarkers of melanoma, which 
is deadly if detected too late, but highly 
treatable if caught early.

The year also saw 3d printing 
technology helping researchers in 
creating artificial organs and also in 
repairing damaged body parts. 

 IANs

scIenTIsTs have developed 
new wearable graphene-based 

sensor device which can detect 
heart and breathing abnormalities 
in babies as well improve life-
threatening conditions such as sleep 
apnoea in adults.

The sensor, developed by 
physicists at the University of sussex, 
is shaped like a flexible rubber tube 
filled with a solution of water, oil 
and particles of graphene and is the 
most sensitive liquid-based device to 
have ever been developed.

The sensors -- two-dimensional 
contraption made from carbon 
atoms that are strong, flexible and 
conductive. 

“We have created a sensor that has 
the potential to drastically improve 
early detection of life-threatening 
symptoms such as sleep apnoea or 
cardiac arrhythmia, where constant 
monitoring with conventional 
equipment is challenging outside of 
the hospital environment,” said Alan 
dalton, Professor at the University 
of sussex. 

The device can help parents keep 
track of their new babies’ heart 
and breathing rates with automatic 
updates to their smart phones, using 
‘fitness tracker’-style technology 
built into baby sleep suits.

“Graphene is very affordable as 
it can be produced using naturally-
occurring graphite, so this could 
be rolled out on a big scale. This 
is good news for health services 
because the new technology will 
not be expensive to make and buy. It 
also means it should be affordable to 
individuals,” dalton noted. 

The respiration rates and pulses of 
people wearing the device can be 

tracked easily

NeW grApheNe 
bAsed seNsor 

dEvIcE cAn sAvE 
bAbies’ heAlTh

sAviNg life
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Railway stations in rural areas will have kiosks with Wi-FI that will become digital hot spots

indian railways To equip All 
8,500 stations With Wi-fi

rAilWAys

  ssb bureAu

ALL railway stations nearly 8,500 
across the country, including 
those in rural and remote areas 

will be equipped with Wi-Fi facilities at 
an estimated cost of Rs 700 crore ($110 
million).

As part of the government’s 
ambitious digital India initiative, the 

national transporter has currently 
commissioned Wi-Fi services at 216 
major stations enabling about seven 
million rail passengers to log on to the 
free Internet facility. 

“Internet access has now become 
an important requirement in day-to-
day working and we shall be providing 
this facility at all railway stations in the 

country,” a senior Railway Ministry 
official said. As per the plan finalized at 
a recent meeting, while 1,200 stations 
have been identified for this facility to 
primarily cater to rail passengers, about 
7,300 stations have been earmarked to 
not only serve passengers but also local 
people in rural and remote areas.

The Wi-FI facility at these stations 
in rural and remote areas will be 
offered to the local population as part 
of the digital makeover of rural India to 
promote e-governance.

Railway stations in rural areas will 

She became the first Indian to win an international medal in skiing after 
winning Bronze at the prestigious Alpine Ejder 3200 Cup

Manali Girl Creates History, Brings  
Home India’s First Skiing Medal

MedAl

  IANs

HAILInG from the small but picturesque 
hill station of Manali, Aanchal Thakur 
created history when she became the 

first Indian to win an international medal in 
skiing after winning Bronze at the prestigious 
Alpine ejder 3200 cup organised by the 
Federation Internationale de ski (FIs) — skiing’s 
international governing body — at the Palandoken 
ski centre in erzurum in Turkey. Aanchal was 
competing in the slalom race category.

“Months of training have finally borne fruit. 
I started well and managed to take a good lead, 
which helped later in getting the third-place 

finish,” Aanchal told from Turkey. Her feat is extra 
special given the lack of culture and infrastructure 
for winter sports in India. That coupled with the 
fact that winter sports gets negligible support from 
the Union sports ministry, just makes the win 
sweeter.

Aanchal’s father, and the secretary general of 
the Winter Games Federation of India (WGFI), 
Roshan Lal Thakur was elated as one would 
expect and said it is a dream come true for any 
parent.

“I can’t express my joy in words. she has been 
training very hard since childhood and this medal 
has brought her recognition. We hope she will get 
help now,” the proud father said.

not only is the whole skiing fraternity proud of 
her, the whole of India is celebrating this fantastic 
result. 

“Aanchal has been training since the age of 
4 years. We have supported her in all the ways 
possible, but I am sad to say that there hasn’t 
been a lot of help from the government. But I am 
hopeful now. The Prime Minister and the sports 
Minister have taken notice of her performance 
and I hopeful that things will now improve,” Mr 
Thakur said.

Aanchal who comes from Burua in Manali 
learnt the ropes from her father before  
Heera Lal, a former Olympian, helped her polish 
her skills. 

“Internet access has now 
become an important 

requirement in day-to-
day working and railway 

stations in the country 
will have this”

have kiosks with Wi-FI that will become 
digital hot spots offering services like 
digital banking, Aadhaar generation, 
issuing government certificates, 
including birth and death certificates, 
and filing taxes and paying bills, among 
others. The kiosks will also enable the 
local populace to order and receive 
goods from e-commerce portals.

“These kiosks will be operated at 
stations with private participation for 
the local population,” said the official, 
adding, “The modalities of setting up 
such digital hot spots are being worked 
out with the Telecom Ministry.”

As per the timeline, while 600 
stations are targeted to be provided 
with the Wi-FI facility by March 2018, 
the Railways aim to cover all 8,500 
stations by March 2019. Our aim is to 
ensure that more and more people get 
connected to the rail Wi-FI system as 
the Wi-Fi broadband access to these 
rail users will aid in implementing the 
government’s digital India initiative, 
he said. 
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 IANs

dO you travel for business 
assignments for two weeks or 

more in a month? According to a 
study, such people are more likely 
to suffer from symptoms of anxiety 
and depression and are also likely 
to smoke, be sedentary and have 
trouble sleeping.

The findings showed that poor 
behavioural and mental health 
outcomes significantly increased 
as the number of nights away from 
home for business travel rose. 

Among those who consume 
alcohol, extensive business travel 
was associated with symptoms of 
alcohol dependence. 

“Although business travel can 
be seen as a job benefit and can 
lead to occupational advancement, 
there is a growing literature 
showing that extensive business 
travel is associated with risk of 
chronic diseases associated with 
lifestyle factors,” said Andrew 
Rundle, Associate Professor at the 
columbia University.

“The field of occupational travel 
medicine needs to expand beyond 
its current focus on infectious 
disease, cardiovascular disease 
risks, violence and injury to bring 
more focus to the behavioural and 
mental health consequences of 
business travel,” Rundle added. 

Previous research showed that 
extensive business travel was 
associated with higher body mass 
index, obesity, and higher blood 
pressure. 

Constantly travelling people are 
more likely to suffer from 
symptoms of anxiety and 

depression and are also more likely 
to smoke and be sedentary

TouriNg for 
Work Too ofTeN 
cAN up ANxieTy, 

depressioN risk

obesiTy

Bariatric or weight-loss surgery performed during adolescence may provide unique benefits 
later in life by minimising the development and progression of impaired glucose metabolism

Weight-loss surgery May  
cut heart disease risk 

  ssb bureAu

BARIATRIc surgery may 
minimise the risk of heart 
diseases in adolescents 

who went through the procedure, 
claimed new research.

The findings showed that 
bariatric or weight-loss surgery 
performed during adolescence may 
provide unique benefits later in life 
by minimising the development and 
progression of impaired glucose 
metabolism, atherosclerosis heart 
failure and stroke.

“This is the first large-scale 
analysis of predictors of change in 
cardiovascular disease risk factors 
among adolescents following 
bariatric surgery,” said Marc P 
Michalsky, Professor at the Ohio 
state University college in the Us.

The study, published in the 
online journal Pediatrics, was 

conducted over 242 
adolescents who 
were diagnosed with 
heart risk factors at 
the baseline. 

The results found 
that prior to the 
bariatric surgery, 
33 per cent of the 
participants had 
three or more defined 
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r 
disease risk factors. 

However, three 
years post-surgery, 
only 5 per cent of study participants 
had three or more risk factors; 
representing significant reduction in 
the overall likelihood of developing 
cardiovascular disease later in life. 

“The study demonstrated early 
improvement and reduction of 
cardio-metabolic risk factors, 
offering compelling support for 

bariatric surgery in adolescents,” 
Michalsky added.

not only weight loss, the surgery 
also reduced dyslipidemia risk 
among teenagers -- a condition 
marked by an abnormally increased 
level of cholesterol present in the 
blood, when compared to the older 
people. 

Work Tours

Our brains have a form of wi-fi that constantly picks up the 
information about other people by simply looking at them

decoded: What causes  
That ‘gut feeling’

iNTuiTioN

  AgeNcy

HUMAn brain has a form 
of “wi-fi” which constantly 
picks up information about 

other people by simply looking at 
them, says a scientist in what he 
believes is the key mechanism behind 
“gut feeling”.

Language plays only a part in how 
humans communicate. Actually it is 
the brain that works hard to gather up 
tiny micro-signals that communicate 
what a person is thinking.

This explains how people often 
have a “gut feeling” or intuition 

about a person or situation even if 
they cannot logically determine why. 
People can pick up on subliminal 
information, digby Tantum, clinical 
Professor of Psychotherapy at the 
University of sheffield, was quoted as 
telling the Telegraph late on saturday.

Tantum describes it as “The 
Interbrain” the phenomenon. “We 
can know directly about other 
people’s emotions and what they are 
paying attention to. 

“It is based on the direct connection 
between our brains and other people’s 
and between their brain and ours. 
I call this the interbrain,” Tantum 
explained, while writing in his book 
The Interbrain.

It is this interbrain that is the reason 
why people are drawn to religions 
gatherings or feel the need to come 
together in huge crowds at football 
matches or concerts.

“Being in crowd mode may also 
make us experience what it would 
be like to transcend out perspective, 
our time, our place and our capacity, 
to feel for a moment, like a driving 
being,” Tantum said. 
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The portal not only helps in early identification of high-risk pregnant cases but also ensures 
their timely referral to the civil hospitals

haryana first To launch 
high-risk pregnancy portal

porTAl

  ssb bureAu

HARyAnA has achieved the 
distinction of becoming the 
first state in the country to 

launch high-risk pregnancy portal, a 
minister said on saturday.

This portal not only helps in early 
identification of high-risk pregnant 
cases up to the grassroots but also 
ensures their timely referral to the 
civil hospitals for further management 
and delivery by specialists.

Health Minister Anil vij said that 
this initiative has been lauded by the 
nITI Aayog and the Union Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare.

The High Risk Pregnancy Policy 
has been implemented across the state 
since november 2017 for identifying 
100 per cent name-based high-
risk pregnancy cases and ensuring 
their delivery by specialists at civil 
hospitals.

“This initiative will definitely 
increase the pace of decline in 

maternal mortality rate, infant 
mortality rate and still birth incidence 
as morbidity and mortality is quite 
high in high-risk pregnant cases, if not 
managed timely,” vij added. Principal 
secretary Health Amit Jha said: “This 
innovative web application has been 
designed to track every high-risk 
pregnant woman till 42 days after 
delivery so that she receives adequate 
treatment during the ante-natal period 

for healthy outcome of pregnancy.”
national Health Mission director 

Amneet P. Kumar said instructions 
had been issued to all civil surgeons 
for 100 per cent entry of high-
risk pregnant cases in the high-
risk pregnancy portal and their 
management at civil hospitals by 
specialists.

she said the state had also 
implemented birth companion 
strategy under which one female 
attendant would be allowed during 
delivery in the labour room. 

Exercise can reverse the damage done by sedentary lifestyles and bad diets and 
can prevent risk of heart failure 

proper exercise May reverse 
damage To Ageing heart

heArT diseAse

  IANs

IF done enough and properly, exercise 
may reverse damage to sedentary, 
ageing hearts, say researchers, adding 

that it may also help prevent risk of heart 
failure in future.

To reap the most benefit, the exercise 
regimen should begin by late middle age (before age 
65), when the heart apparently retains some plasticity 
and ability to remodel itself.

In an earlier study, researchers found that the 
exercise needs to be performed four-to-five times a 
week.

“Based on a series of studies performed by our 

team over the past five years, this ‘dose’ of 
exercise has become my prescription for 
life,” said Benjamin Levine, lead author 
of the study and director of the Institute 
and Professor at University of Texas 
southwestern Medical center.

sedentary ageing can lead to a stiffening 
of the muscle in the heart’s left ventricle, 

the chamber that pumps oxygen-rich blood back out 
to the body.

“When the muscle stiffens, you get high pressure 
and the heart chamber doesn’t fill as well with blood. 
In its most severe form, blood can back up into 
the lungs. That’s when heart failure develops,” the 
researcher explained. 

 ssb bureAu

OLdeR adults, who are 
more prone to catching 
flu, can reduce the risk by 

going through repeated influenza 
vaccinations, says new research.

According to the researchers, 
repeated vaccination for influenza 
in older adults was twice as 
effective in preventing the severity 
of the influenza virus and keeping 
older people away from frequent 
hospital admissions, regardless of 
the flu season, virus subtypes or 
age of patient.

“Repeated vaccination for 
influenza is highly effective 
in preventing severe and fatal 
infection caused by influenza in 

repeATed 
vAcciNATioN 
cuTs 
iNflueNzA 
risk 

vAcciNATioN

Repeated influenza vaccinations 
can reduce its risk in older adults 
with weaker immunity the web application 

tracks every high-risk 
pregnant woman till 42 
days after delivery to 

ensure adequate 
treatment 

older adults,” said Itziar casado, 
researcher at the Instituto de 
salud Pública de navarra in spain. 
For the study, published in cMAJ 
(canadian Medical Association 
Journal), the team looked at 
the effect of repeated influenza 
vaccinations in the current and 
three previous seasons in people 
aged 65 years and older admitted 
to 20 hospitals to determine 
whether repeat vaccination 
reduced severe influenza.

The prevention of severe 
and fatal infection caused by 
influenza was observed mainly 
in patients who were vaccinated 
in both the current and previous 
seasons, which reinforces the 
recommendation of annual 
vaccination for influenza in older 
adults, the study noted. 
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selvi

Selvi’s inspirational 
story is documented by 
Canadian filmmaker 
Elisa Paloschi’s 
bilingual “Driving with 
Selvi” in English and 
Kannada

be strong And self-reliant: 
Women Taxi driver 

  IANs

A victim of an abusive and 
violent child marriage, she 
wanted to commit suicide by 

throwing herself under a bus. But in 
a life-changing moment, she instead 
chose to board the same bus and take 
charge of her life.

Bengaluru-based selvi – often 
called “south India’s first female taxi 
driver” – says Indian women must 
work towards becoming independent 
and self-reliant.

now a mother of two daughters 
from her second marriage, selvi 
believes being strong and confident 
is important for a woman to survive. 
Her moving and inspirational story is 
documented by canadian filmmaker 
elisa Paloschi’s bilingual “driving 
with selvi” in english and Kannada.

Reflecting on the lessons one can 
draw from her life, selvi told IAns 
in an email interaction: “At times, 

bengaluru-based selvi often called “south India’s 
first female taxi driver” says Indian women must 

work towards becoming self-reliant

“I have travelled to 
different parts of the 
world with the movie to 
attend film festivals. so I 
now have the confidence 
to travel anywhere by 
myself. I understand 
the world better. I got 
exposure to the world 
through this film,” she 
said.

The movie has so 
far had over a hundred 
screenings. she says it 
elicited an emotional 
response from girls.

“I saw hundreds of 
girls react positively to 
my story. When they 
saw the film, they were 
emotional and they 
could identify their 
lives with mine. every 

young girl wanted to know how I 
got the courage and strength to do 
what I did, and most of them went 
back determined to make an attempt 
to be more confident and to grab 
opportunities to learn new things 
and be independent.

“That, I think, is the first step and 
I believe the first step is the hardest. 
They took that step after watching 
this film,” she added.

Being a female driver, does she 
face problems on the road from 
male drivers? “not really. Most of 
the male drivers have helped me and 
supported me. They become friendly 
and gave me suggestions to improve. 
I also believe that their behaviour 
depends on my conduct, and I 
have not faced any problem from 
male drivers,” said selvi. However, 
when it comes to reactions from 
the passengers, selvi said it’s vital 
to be cautious, but not paranoid. 
“We should be very professional and 
conduct ourselves very correctly -- 
with confidence – and then we can 
deal with most of the passengers. I 
do not think that it is a big problem,” 
she said. she hopes to start a driving 
school aimed at women – for free.

“This way I can combine my 
livelihood with social work through 
which I want to continue to give 
back to society.” 

mutual help between families is 
not undesirable, but depending on 
someone totally to rush to our aid 
is, in one way, giving that person the 
power to make decisions for you.

“I believe that we, women of 

India, should not depend too much 
on family or friends to jump to our 
help all the time. They will have 
their limitations. Instead, it is better 
to be strong and informed ourselves, 
(so as) to deal with our difficulties. 
so it is better to be strong and 
independent.”

determined to spread awareness 
on women-related issues, selvi and 
Paloschi have been on a 25-day 
bus tour in north and south India 
with “driving With selvi”, reaching 
remote areas where these problems 
are significant to most households.

“Our campaign is about taking the 
documentary to different women’s 
groups and communities, schools 
and colleges to screen among girls 
and women and to discuss issues 
regarding early marriage, marital 
abuse, gender-based violence and 
alternative employment for women 
among other such issues that came 
up,” said selvi. she said the initiative 
has given her the confidence to be 
able to talk to anybody.

Selvi believes being strong and 
confident is important for a woman

“Driving With Selvi” 25-day tour 
to spread awareness on women

Selvi said it’s vital to be  
cautious, but not paranoid
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PARenTs and toymakers 
should avoid gender- labelling 
toys, and create items for 

both boys and girls in a wide range 
of colours, say scientists who found 
that children’s perception of what 
is appropriate for a gender can be 
easily manipulated. The study is also 
the first to show that a boy’s liking 
of blue and a girl’s preference for 
pink is not just a Western construct, 
but is also a phenomenon in urban 
Asian societies.

The researchers from the 
University of Hong Kong recruited 
129 chinese children aged 
between five and seven from two 
kindergartens in Hong Kong. 
First, they assessed the children’s 
preference for pink versus blue by 
showing them cards and toys in 
these colours. Then the children 
were presented with yellow and 
green cards and toys. They were 
randomly divided into so-called 
label and no- label groups.

children in the no-label group 
were presented with coloured cards 
and toys which had no reference 
to a specific gender and these 
children consequently expressed 

children’s perception of what is appropriate for a 
gender can be easily manipulated, according to 

the study at the university of hong kong

geNder-roles 

The colour discrimination in the toys can manipulate the idea of gender  
roles set by the society in children at a tender age

pink for girls,  
blue for boys?

Research has shown that gender 
differences could be created 

Parents and toymakers should  
avoid gender- labelling toys

Gender differences could be created 
merely by applying gender labels

Quick Glance

no preference for a specific colour. 
However, preschoolers in the label 
group were told that yellow was 
a girl’s colour and green a boys’ 
colour, and corresponding gender 
differences emerged in the choices 
they made. Apart from randomly 

assigning children to these two 
groups, the children’s pre-existing 
preferences for yellow and green 
were statistically controlled, so the 
resulting difference between the 
groups speaks strongly to a causal 
effect of the gender labels.

According to the researchers, 
the gender differences between 
preferred colours in children are 
noteworthy because it is so much 
more prominent than most other 
psychological differences between 
the sexes. “Our findings support 
the notion that gender-typed liking 
for pink versus blue is a particularly 
salient gender difference,” said sui 
Ping yeung from the University 
of Hong Kong. “Moreover, 
our findings reveal that gender 
differences could be created merely 
by applying gender labels,” yeung 
said. The findings, published in the 
journal sex Role support previous 
research that highlighted the strong 
influence that gender labels such as 
“for boys” or “for girls” might have.

Further, the observations are 
in line with gender schema theory 
that says that once children have 
learnt a specific gender identity, 
their behaviour will be guided 
by the standards set as being 
appropriate for their specific sex. 
These will guide them later in life 
on how they interact and adapt to 
their surroundings, for instance, 
when taking on chores around the 
house, such as cooking, cleaning or 
repairing things. 

Matunga 
Station Enters 
Limca Book 
For All-woman 
Staff

record   ssb bureAu

THe station is being manned 
exclusively by women 
staffers since July 2017

The Matunga suburban station 
on the central Railway (cR) has 
found its way into the Limca Book 
of Records for having an all-woman 
staff. The achievement comes six 
months after Matunga became the 
first railway station in the country 
to be run by an all-woman staff.

“We are happy to inform that six 
months after the cR appointed an 
all-woman staff at Matunga, this 
station has figured in the Limca 

Book of Records 2018,” said the 
Railway official. “The credit for 
this goes to cR General Manager 
d K sharma, who started this 
initiative of empowering women,” 
he said. The station is being 
manned exclusively by women 
staffers since July 2017, a first on 

the Indian Railways, he said. A 
team of 41 women staffers at the 
station includes personnel from 
the RPF, commercial and operating 
departments. These staffers work 
under the supervision of station 
manager Mamta Kulkarni.

chief PRO of cR sunil Udasi 
said, “The staff has been handling 
all operations of the station round-
the-clock for the last six months 
and results are positive and 
encouraging. The idea is to create 
an environment where women are 
encouraged to take decision about 
their own personal and professional 
well being,” he said. 



12 Sanitation JANuARy 15 - 21, 2018

ToileT

Not only did India become cleaner in 2017, the unsung heroes behind the cleanliness were also noticed 

Why 2017 Was good for sanitation  
And Why 2018 Will be even better 

  IANs

The seeds of many positive 
changes were sown in 
2017 and could bring 

news to cheer Indians in 2018. 
On March 21, 2017, the safai 
Karmachari Andolan (sanitation 
Workers’ Movement) wrote to 
the Home Ministry to direct the 
national crime Records Bureau 
to count such deaths separately.  
The Andolan is a body that fights 
the practice of forcing dalits, lowest 
on the Hindu caste hierarchy, to 
clean others’ excreta.

The national safai Karmacharis 
Finance and development 
corporation -- a not-for-profit 
under the social Justice Ministry 
to help sanitation workers get 
out of manual scavenging -- will 
survey 15 major states over six 
months to determine how many 
are still trapped in scavenging. 
This was decided by social Justice 

Minister Thaawar chand Gehlot in 
november.

The swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 
the Modi government’s sanitation 
scheme launched on October 2, 
2014, had increased the workload 
of sanitation workers without 
any improvement in their lives, 
according to Milind Ranade, 
general secretary of Mumbai’s 
sanitation workers’ union.   
    This is why 2018 will be definitely 
a great year for sanitation in India. 

Kenya has adopted a simple technology that turns human waste 
into usable, odourless, and renewable alternative to charcoal

its poop heat in kenyan 
slums – And business Too 

keNyA

  AgeNcy

LAnGUAGe plays only a part 
in how hult’s really not a dirty 
business. They have adopted a 

simple, clean technology that turns 
human waste into an odourless 
renewable alternative to charcoal, 
which locals use to ignite their 
hearths and to keep themselves warm.
In Kenya, with over 32 million of its 
48.46 million people without access 
to adequate sanitation -- which means 
open defecation is either common, 
or the use of unhygienic shared pits 
in the ground -- the urban poor are 

wastes generated within its catchment 
area. sanivation, which is harnessing 
the economic value of poop and 
ensuring that communities are kept 
healthy and safe, collects human 
waste twice a week from modern, 
container-based toilets installed in 
most of the households in slums.

“sanivation simply works on a 
business model,” its Government 
Relations Manager, dickson 
Ochieng, told this visiting IAns 
correspondent.

He said the nGO installs the 
toilets in people’s homes for free and 
charges a small monthly fee of 700 

SBM’s 2017 was a great success with 
millions of toilets being built 

The Safai Karamcharis Corporation 
helped sanitation workers

SBM made the well-being of 
sanitation workers as its top priority

Quick Glance

sanivation, a start-up is leading  
the technology

the technology converts human 
waste into alternative to charcoal

this converted waste is  
odourless

Quick Glance

Kenya shillings ($6.78/Rs 437) to 
collect the waste, which it turns into 
odourless charcoal briquettes after 
eliminating dangerous bacteria.

“Our sanitation service provides a 
hygienic place to use the bathroom 
and removes infectious waste from 
communities, helping to reduce 
diarrhoeal disease,” he said.

sanivation, with partnership with 
the norwegian Refugee council and 
the Un Refugee Agency, has built 
the first waste processing factory 
in Kakuma Refugee camp and 
implemented a sanitation service that 
costs less than pit latrines. 

using briquettes made from fecal 
waste collected from nearby homes.

“We are enjoying poop heat, and 
it doesn’t smell at all,” Josephat 
Mbugua, a painter and resident of 
Kamere village in naivasha sub-
county, some 100 km north of capital 
nairobi, told IAns while warming 
his hands on a firepot.

sanivation, a start-up, is one of 
those that turns human faeces into a 
renewable energy resource in urban 
slums like Kamere that are ringed 
around the naivasha Lake -- now 
turning fast into a receptacle for 
domestic, agricultural and industrial 
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It’s a taboo no one really talks about in remote villages of  
Himachal Pradesh – but could soon end

himachal district Moves To end 
Age-old Menstruation Taboo

MeNsTruATioN TAboo

 ssb bureAu

WOMen in many remote parts of 
the mountain state are virtually 
ex-communicated when they are 

menstruating. They are forced to sleep 
outside the house, in cattle-like sheds 
known as menstruation sheds. The reason: 
A woman is considered “unclean” when 
she’s bleeding or in a post-natal state.

The so-called “unclean” women, during 
their periods and after childbirth, are 
barred from touching cattle or men and 
they are even denied access to toilets, 
walking miles from their villages daily to 
take a bath. Taking up cudgels to fight this 
social stigma, the administration in Kullu 
district has set up a task force comprising 
reproductive health workers to conduct 
sensitisation programmes at the grassroots. 
“We have identified 92 out of the 204 
panchayats where the problem is still 
prevalent,” Kullu deputy commissioner 
yunus Khan, the brain behind the launch 
of a ‘naari samman’ or ‘Respect Women’ 
campaign, told IAns.

He said the taboo is of greater prevalence 
in one particular caste.

The one-year campaign was launched on 
January 1 and aims reach out to all the 92 
“problem” villages within six months. 
Fanning out for the campaign is a 
backbreaking task in the mountains.

Many of the villages in the district are 
located in the interiors where “anganwadi” 
workers and Accredited social Health 
Activists (AsHA) have to trudge miles 
across rugged, cold and inhospitable 
terrain of the trans-Himalayas.

Officials involved in the campaign say 
the staff has to traverse distances ranging 
from 10 to 25 km on foot, or sometimes on 
horseback, from the road-head to reach 
some of the villages.

Women’s rights activist subhash 
Mendhapurkar blamed the government for 
the persisting taboo that is still prevailing 
all over the hilly and inaccessible areas of 

the one-year campaign launched on January 1 
aims reach out to all the 92 “problem” villages 

within six months

practiced and those areas are almost out 
of bounds owing to tough topography.

“After educating the womenfolk that, 
like defecation, menstruation is also a 
natural process and that menstrual blood 
is not poison, the discrimination has been 
somehow ended in many areas of solan, 
sirmaur, Bilaspur and Una districts,” 
Mendhapurkar said.

“no legislation can change the mindset, 
it’s only education that can bring an end 
to this social practice and help change 
attitudes,” he added.

The practice of isolating women during 
their monthly bleed is now illegal in 
nepal -- where it was once widely 
prevalent.

Under the law, there is provision of a 
three-month jail sentence or a Rs 3,000 
fine, or both, for anyone forcing a woman 
to follow the custom. 

A woman is considered “unclean” 
when she’s bleeding

The 92 problem villages will be 
address where the issue is taboo

Kullu DC Yunus Khan launched the 
‘Naari Samman’ Campaign

snapshots

 ssb bureAu

HIMAcHAL Pradesh 
chief Minister 
Jai Ram Thakur 

announced the upgradation of 
the community Health centre 
in his constituency located in 
the interiors of Mandi district.

He announced the 
upgradation of the community 
Health centre at Bagsaid to a 
civil Hospital on his first visit 
there after taking charge in the 
state.

Accompanied by his wife 
and his cabinet colleague 
Mahinder singh, Thakur was 
given a rousing reception on 
visiting his home constituency 
seraj.

donning traditional attire 
and playing and dancing to the 
tunes of traditional folk music, 
locals welcomed their leader.

Addressing public meetings 
en route, Thakur said the 
people of Mandi were 
demanding for long that the 
chief Minister should belong 
to this district. It was after a 
long wait that their dream had 
been realised.

Thakur is the first chief 
Minister from Mandi, the 
second biggest district in 
Himachal after Kangra. In the 
last assembly elections, the 
BJP won nine out of the 10 
assembly seats in Mandi. 

hiMAchAl cM 
upgrAdes 
hospiTAl iN his 
coNsTiTueNcy

hospiTAl

The Community Health Centre at 
Bagsaid will be upgraded to a 
Civil Hospital 

the country.
He favours changing young minds.
“If the school-level curriculum includes 

menstruation, why is the educational 
level of the students so low,” asked 
Mendhapurkar, director of shimla-based 
nGO social Uplift Through Rural Action 
(sUTRA), while speaking to IAns.

The problem, he said, is that the 
teachers are not appropriately educating 
the students. Moreover, sanitary napkins 
are not provided in the toilets of rural 
schools. Mendhapurkar, who wrote a book 
“Bitya Badi ho Gayi Hai’ (“The daughter 
has Grown Up”), said the tradition of 
keeping the women in isolation during 
their periods also prevails in the interiors 
of Kangra, sirmaur and Kinnaur districts.

According to him, there are some rural 
communities that do so because of 
religious reasons. Others do so because 
they live in tiny helmets where it’s normally 

13
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IndIA launched 31 satellites, 
including earth observation 

spacecraft cartosat, on January 
12 instead of its earlier tentative 
schedule on January 10, a space 
official said.

“The rocket launch to carry 
cartosat and other satellites, 
including 28 from the Us and five 
other countries, took place on 
January 12 at 9.30 a.m.,” Indian 
space Research Organisation 
(IsRO) Public Relations director 
devi Prasad Karnik told IAns 

here.
“There is no delay in the 

schedule as the earlier stated 
launch date of January 10 was 
merely tentative,” stated Karnik.

The rocket launch took  place 
from IsRO’s spaceport located at 
sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

The first space mission in 2018 
on board the Polar satellite Launch 
vehicle (PsLv-c40) comes four 
months after a similar rocket failed 
to deliver the country’s eighth 
navigation satellite in the earth’s 
lower orbit on August 31.

The mission’s payload also 
included one each nano and 
micro satellite from India, besides 
cartosat-2. As an observational 
satellite, cartosat will beam high-
quality images for cartographic, 
urban and rural applications, 
coastal land use and regulation 
and utility management like road 
network monitoring. 

The rocket launch carried 
Cartosat and other satellites 

including 28 satellites from the US 
and other countries

iNdiA lAuNched 
31 sATelliTes oN 

JANuAry 12

sATelliTe Tech shoW

The Consumer Electronic Show (CES) 2018 at the Las Vegas Convention Center kicked  
off in the gaming hub with Artificial Intelligence taking centre-stage

biggest Tech show on earth 
kicks-off With focus on Ai

  hArDev sANotrA 

THe largest technology show on 
earth took off in this hub of the 
gaming world with Artificial 

Intelligence (AI) taking centre-stage 
as the wonder kid of tomorrows world, 
promising to bring in sweeping changes 
in everyones concept of technology.

The consumer electronic 
show (ces) 2018 at the Las vegas 
convention center and other places 
would showcase products and solutions 
from almost all the tech giants, bringing 
in latest innovations and gadgets 
which would be available for buying or 
adopting in the coming months.

The consumer Technology 
Association, which owns and produces 
the show going on annually for the 
last 50 years, estimates the number 
of visitors to touch 1,70,000, with 
3,900 exhibiting companies from 
150 countries offering more than just 
the latest developments in mobile 
technology, virtual or Augmented 
Reality and AI during the tech week. 
Also present are over 7,000 media 
representatives.

Many in the tech world were already 
looking ahead after the mobile phones 
and wearable devices had stolen a 
march over personal computers, which 
triggered off the technology revolution 
bringing into the homes of the 

consumers all that is possible through 
innovation. An epitaph of sorts was 
being written for the Pc.

But as developments in the personal 
computing spaces show here, the 
predictions of the demise of Pc 
may have been premature. As david 
Rabin, vice President, 
commercial Marketing 
at Lenovo (Pc&sd) 
says: “The Pc market 
is not dead or dying. 
Those who say so are 
wrong. We see a strong 
growth in this segment 
and the numbers prove 
it.”

The smart office 
market, which 
extensively uses Pcs, is 
in an expansion mode 
and is expected to hit 
$100 billion by 2020, he 
said, adding that the Pc 
is adopting the changes that are rapidly 
sweeping the tech world across areas.

This year’s tech show comes under 
the shadow of news that Intel, AMd 
and ARM chips, that are at the heart 
of most computers, are vulnerable to 
security flaws. The news came just days 
before the show and sent a shock wave 
through the companies and millions of 
users.

Because chipmakers had remained 
unaffected by security issues even 
as news about major breaches have 
regularly erupted in some of the best-
known companies. stealing of private 
data of tens of millions of users has time 
and again roiled the tech world.

But on Monday, Intel ceO Brian 
Krzanich stepped on stage, aiming 
to allay fears of the breach through 
“Meltdown” and “spectre”, the two 
vulnerabilities which have affected the 
chips used in the last two decades. 

“Our primary goal has been to 
keep our customers safe. We have not 

received any information 
that these exploits have 
been used to obtain 
customers’ data,” Intel 
ceO told the audience.

Microsoft and others 
had discovered “spectre” 
and “Meltdown”. All the 
big tech giants -- Apple, 
Google, Microsoft, 
Amazon and others -- 
have pushed out updates 
for their devices to fix 
the vulnerabilities. This 
year’s tech show also 
comes with an array 
of star speakers and 

performers from the field of music, 
movies sports and technology. 

“We’re bringing the stars to vegas. 
nearly all of these entertainers and 
other celebrities are involved in some 
of the most interesting technology 
efforts out there. so it’s exciting to 
have star power on hand,” said Karen 
chupka, senior vice President, ces 
and corporate business strategy. 

CES 2018 kicked off at the Las 
Vegas Convention Center, USA

CES (Consumer ELectronic Show) has 
been going strong for 50 years

The Consumer Technology Association 
owns and runs CES annually

Quick Glance

ces 2018 
brought with it 
next-gen future 

technologies 
including the 

latest in mobile 
technology, 

virtual reality
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Intel will use its Mobileye Road Experience Management technology in two  
million vehicles from BMW, Nissan, and Volkswagen

intel Technology To power 
Autonomous driving

iNTel

  ssb bureAu

cHIP giant Intel has announced 
that two million vehicles from 
BMW, nissan and volkswagen 

will use Mobileye Road experience 
Management (ReM) technology 
to build and rapidly update low-
cost, scalable high-definition maps 
throughout this year.

Intel bought Israeli sensor and 
chipmaker Mobileye last year for $15 
billion.

In a keynote address at the “ces 
2018” here, Intel ceO Brian Krzanich 
highlighted how data is transforming 
the world around us and driving 
the next great wave of technology 

innovation – from autonomous 
driving to Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
to virtual Reality (vR).

Krzanich unveiled Intel’s first 
autonomous vehicle in its 100-car test 
fleet, the company said in a statement.

He also announced new 
collaborations with sAIc Motor and 
navInfo to extend crowd-sourced 
map building to china.

Focused on the future of AI, 
Krzanich announced a partnership 
with Ferrari north America to use 
Intel’s AI technologies to apply data 
from the racetrack to enhance the 
experience for fans and drivers.

In the field of immersive media, 
he introduced Intel studios and 
announced Paramount Pictures will 
be the first major Hollywood studio 

to explore this technology.
“data is going to introduce social 

and economic changes that we see 
perhaps once or twice in a century,” 
Krzanich said.

“We not only find data everywhere 
today, but it will be the creative force 
behind the innovations of the future. 
data is going to redefine how we 
experience life - in our work, in our 
homes, how we travel, and how we 
enjoy sports and entertainment,” he 
added.

Krzanich also announced that Intel 
will enable the largest scale virtual 
reality event to date with the Olympic 
Winter Games Pyeongchang 2018, 
using “Intel True vR” technology. 

 ssb bureAu

A team of chemists led by an 
Indian-origin researcher 
at The scripps Research 

Institute (TsRI) have developed 
a fascinating new theory for how 
life on earth may have begun.

The experiments 
demonstrate that key chemical 
reactions that support life 
today could have been carried 
out with ingredients 
likely present on 
the planet four 
billion years 
ago.

“This was a 
black box for 
us. But if you 
focus on the 
c h e m i s t r y, 
the questions 
of origins of 
life become 
less daunting,” 
said Ramanarayanan 
krishnamurthy, Associate 
Professor of Chemistry at TsRI 
and senior author. For the 
study, described in the journal 
Nature Communications, 
krishnamurthy and his co-
authors focused on a series of 
chemical reactions that make up 
what researchers refer to as the 
citric acid cycle.

every aerobic organism, from 
flamingoes to fungi, relies on 
the citric acid cycle to release 
stored energy in cells. 

Making these reactions even 
more plausible is the fact that 
at the centre of these reactions 
is a molecule called glyoxylate, 
which, studies show, could have 
been available on early earth.

krishnamurthy said more 
research needs to be done 
to see how these chemical 
reactions could have become 
as sustainable as the citric acid 
cycle is today.  

iNdiAN-origiN 
cheMisT 
discovers 
NeW recipe 
for eArly life

origiN

A team of scientists have 
developed a new theory of the 
origins of life on Earth

Intel announced the news during a 
keynote address at CES 2018

Krzanich unveiled Intel’s first 
autonomous vehicle in its 100-car fleet

The autonomous driving technology 
employs both AI and VR

Quick Glance

using Intel’s rem 
technology, car 

manufacturers will be 
able to build high-

definition maps 

A non-invasive experimental device has been developed 
that can help quiet tinnitus 

Novel device May hold 
cure for Tinnitus

cure

  AgeNcy

ReseARcHeRs have 
developed an experimental 
device that can non-

invasively help quiet tinnitus, 
or the ringing sounds in ears, by 
targetting unruly nerve activity 
in the brain, in just four weeks.  
nearly 15 per cent of people 

bimodal auditory-somatosensory 
stimulation, involves two senses. 
The device plays a sound into the 
ears, alternating it with precisely 
timed, mild electrical pulses 
delivered to the cheek or neck.  
The approach aims to re-set the 
activity of fusiform cells, which 
normally help our brains receive and 
process both sounds and sensations 
such as touch or vibration, what 
the scientists call somatosensory 
inputs. 

worldwide suffer from tinnitus, 
a condition which causes 
phantom sounds such as buzzing 
and whistling in their ears.  
After four weeks of daily use of the 
device, the participants reported 
that loudness of phantom sounds 
decreased, and their tinnitus-
related quality of life improved.  
The approach, called targetted 
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The essence of all religions is one. Only their approaches are different.

World Religion day is 
celebrated worldwide 
on the third sunday in 

January each year. The observance 
of World Religion day is based 
upon the Bahá’í principles of 
the oneness of religion and of 
progressive revelation, which 
describe religion as evolving 
continuously throughout the 
history of humanity.

 The purpose of World Religion 
day is to promote these principles 
by highlighting the ideas that the 
spiritual principles underlying 
the world’s religions are 
harmonious, and that religions 
play a role in unifying humanity.

For thousands of years, 
religions have had a monumental 
impact upon billions of people’s 
lives. Religions have affected 
every square inch of the planet, 
and have influenced almost 
everyone’s life.

Religion is intertwined with 
culture, economics, politics, 
and modern social relationships in every 
dimension. Whether you attend a cathedral, a 
synagogue, a temple or a mosque, habitually, 
intermittently, or abstain entirely, you simply 
cannot escape religion. 

 And I think that it is important to celebrate 
world religions because it can help people to 
become more tolerant of other’s beliefs and 
more compassionate to other people’s causes.

According to emile durkheim “Religion 
is a unified system of beliefs and practices 
relative to sacred thing which unite into one 
single moral community.”

I believe that whatever religion you practice 
or believe in is very personal. I believe that 
every religion gives us a purpose and helps 
us be close to whatever God that we believe 
in and we will all end up in the same place 
together and that is with GOd. I tell people 
that I respect their beliefs and would never 
judge them. It is not my job to judge anyone 
on anything. I leave that responsibility in the 

hands of GOd.
Religions are institutional 

systems grounded in the 
belief in and reverence for a 
supernatural power or powers 
considered to have created and 
to govern the universe. One’s 
faith informs not only one’s 
personal belief system, but 
also one’s actions in the world. 
Religions often inform one’s 

ethical and moral belief systems and how 
one interacts with other people or the greater 
environment.

Religion is an almost universal institution 
in human society. It is found in all societies, 
past and present. All the preliterate societies 
known to us had religion. Religion goes back 
to the beginning of the culture itself. It is a 
very ancient institution. There is no primitive 
society without religion.

 Religion is concerned with the shared 
beliefs and practices of human beings. 
Religion is pre-eminently social and is found 
in nearly all societies. Majumdar and Madan 
explain that the word religion has its origin 
in the Latin word rel (I) igio. This is derived 
from two root words.

The first root is leg, meaning “together, 
count or observe”. The second root is lig, 
meaning ‘to bind’. The first root refers to 
belief in and practice of “signs of divine 
communication”. The second root refers to 

The sense of sacred  
uniTes humaniTy

The books are a source of knowledge but the carry-forward comes 
from our inner aspirations

A religion is that 
which is pure 

and undefiled. It is 
something that strives 
to keep one away 
from the stains of the 
society. And books are 
the friends that help 
humans pass it down generations. every religion has 
a set of books central to its teachings and beliefs.

every religion gives a purpose to life, and each 
book of faith teaches just the same, irrespective of 
the language, or writing style. yet, every preacher 
is not the same in his course of actions. It’s often 
the (mis)interpretations, and sometimes the over-
exaggerations, of the texts that the readers find 
handy to justify in the name of the these books.

The books are a source of knowledge but the 
carry-forward comes from our inner aspirations.  
As humans we are wired to seek fulfilment and 
guidance. We have an innate desire to transcend our 
egos and understand the world and those around us 
better. Books come as a guide but entirely hiding 
behind the pages may not change the actions. 
Positive actions come from positive inner-self, 
introspection and inner-change. At the end of the 
day, what matters is what we believe from within. 

edited, Printed and Published by: Monika Jain on behalf of sulabh sanitation Mission 
Foundation, owned by sulabh sanitation Mission Foundation 

Printed at: The Indian express Limited A - 8, sector -7, nOIdA (UP)
Published at: RZ - 83, Mahavir enclave, Palam - dabri Road,  

new delhi - 110045 (India)  
corporate Office:  819, Wave silver Tower, sector - 18, nOIdA (UP)

Phone: +91-120-6500425
email: editor@sulabhswachhbharat.com, ssbweekly@gmail.com  

Editor-in-Chief 
kuMAR dIlIP

vieWpoiNT

urooJ fATiMA
Urooj Fatima is an emerging journalist 

and a post-graduate in Media 
Governance from Jamia Millia Islamia  

BookS 

beyoNd The pAges of fAiTh

16

there should be no 
discrimination against 

language people 
speak, their skin 

colour, or religion

“It Doesn’t matter 
Where you came from. 
What matters Is Where 

you Are going.”

brian tracy



sTRess is such a 
prevalent experience 
in our daily lives that 

we have collectively come to 
accept it as ‘part of life’. What 
we don’t realize is that stress 
isn’t natural and neither is it 
‘part of life’. stress is simply 
one’s inability to manage one’s 
inner environment. stress 
brews when the mind is chaotic. 
stress is when one is simply 
going through the motions in 
life without being present to it. 

When a person is ‘stressed’, 
it simply points to the person’s 
inability to manage one’s body, 
mind, emotions, and energy. stress is 
the byproduct of the inability to ‘deal 
with life’. It is like one is functioning 
by accident and so most things 
seem stressful. This also relates to 
the expectations that one puts on 
oneself. When a person expects too 
much out of their life and reality, and 
whenever it doesn’t go as planned, 
stress is experienced. 

stress isn’t related to the nature 
of activity that one gets involved in 
or the life situations that one gets 

thrown into. And while stress is 
common for most, there are always 
those, who breeze through life 
without a single worry. such people 
simply know how to manage their 
inner environment better than most. 

so then stress is just an inability 
to manage the inner situation, not 
the outer situation. essentially, the 
quality of one’s life changes and 
transforms not because one changes 
the content of one’s life, but only 
because one changes the context of 

one’s life. 
changing the content of 

your life as you wish may not 
be possible because you need 
permission from the situations 
in which you exist, but changing 
the context is something that 
you can do willfully. you don’t 
need anyone’s permission. It is 
not at all situational. How simple 
or complex an activity is doesn’t 
change the quality of your life. 
With what context you do it 
changes the quality of your life.

so the first thing one needs to 
work on is to try to become more 
peaceful and joyful. This will 

invariably happen if one practices 
meditation and/or yoga. 

If you look at your ability to 
handle various situations in your life, 
is it better when you are feeling very 
happy or unhappy? When you are 
joyful, you are willing to take up any 
number of things and do it. When 
you are stressed, you don’t want to 
do even the simplest things – it sets 
up a different kind of momentum 
within you. stay joyful and tackle life 
with confidence.  
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the carrying out those activities which 
link human beings with the supernatural 
powers. Thus, we find that the word 
religion basically represents beliefs and 
practices which are generally the main 
characteristics of all religions.

central to all religions is the concept 
of faith. Religion in this sense is the 
organization of faith which binds 
human beings to their temporal and 
transcendental foundation. By faith man 
is distinguished from other beings. It 
is essentially a subjective and private 
matter. Faith is something which binds us 
together and is therefore, more important 
than reason.

Religion performs certain functions 
when talking about both from the point of 
view of individual and social perspective. 
The first and one of the most important 
ones is that religion provides humans 
mental peace. In this competitive world 
amidst so many stresses related to  
work, jobs, families, dangers, insecurities, 
there is only religion which provides 
people emotional support and makes them 
feel at peace. 

With a peaceful mind and a support 
from a being much greater than humans 
strengthens self-confidence in people as 
well. confidence boosts because religion 
teaches us to work hard and with full 
dedication and honesty in work. There 
are social functions also performed by 
religion which extend because religion 
generates greater good for society in form 
of promoting social virtues like trust 
worthy, honesty, integrity, brotherhood, 
welfare for all, etc.

Being religious is a choice, it’s a life style. 
In a way being religious is also having 
freedom. you have the freedom to do and 
pray to whoever you want and worship and 
be a part of any religion. It’s your choice 
and nobody can take that choice from 
you. Religion is freedom and everybody is 
entitled to their own beliefs.

Fighting in the name of religion is 
therefore a national waste of time and 
energy which can be used for good 
things. Instead of building more temples, 
churches and mosques, let us build more 
orphanages and hospitals for the poor. Let 
us build homes for destitute women and 
abandoned elders and mentally ill people 
where they can live with dignity.

This will be the highest form of 
worshipping the Almighty. Love is the 
greatest religion in the world and when we 
shower our love on those who are cast out 
by the world, we earn a place in heaven or 
jannat or swarg which are all one and the 
same. In conclusion, after observing all 
major religions of the world are different 
in their concept of worshipping, fasting, 
festivals and tradition. I found one 
significant thing in all major religions that 
they believed in God and accepts of God’s 
existence. no matter who we are and no 
matter which religion we follow, at end of 
the day, we all standup on a single platform 
of one God. 

leTTers To The ediTor

Please mail your opinion to - ssbweekly@gmail.com or Whatsapp at 9868807712

the task of converting the 
nation into an open defecation 
free country. If districts like 
Udupi could do this, then 
why not other districts of this 
nation? The other states should 
try the same with a little more 
effort. With the welcome entry 
of 2018 we should make sure 
that in this year we should 
definitely accomplish this 
task. This article made us feel 
proud and hopeful that our 
nation too is on the lead or 
path of improvement.  We all 
need to come together for the 
improvement of this nation. 
With this example, we all need 
to mend our ways and views, 
starting from this year onwards.
R. Damodaran, Bengaluru
 
AN AltruIstIc 2018
The article ‘Why altruism is 

good for you’ takes one forward 
on the path of satisfaction and 
encourages him/her to follow  
what they believe is the right 
way to satisfy themselves. The 
fact that the writer mentions is 
true, that it distracts you from 
your own problems if you work 
for others, and it ‘may take them 
closer towards inner peace and 
humanitarian goals. But with a 
developing society like India, 
where nowadays there are more 
con men than humans, it makes 
us insecure in even helping 
others and we suspect them 
first. still, with the start of a 
new year we all should make 
it a point to help anyone who 
is in trouble in any way we feel 
comfort able with. Articles like 
these help us in following the 
path of humanity and unity. 
Sapna Kumar, Lucknow

uDupI oDf!
The article ‘Udupi becomes first 
OdF district of Karnataka’ is an 
inspiration for other states of India 
to look follow and to accomplish 

don’t Manage stress, 
Manage yourself

Manage your inner environment, have a calmer mind, and re-think your 
expectations from life. Follow this mantra for a stress-free experienceupfroNT

Mihir pAul
Mihir Paul is a graduate of Philosophy 
and Psychology from the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,  
United States



On Army Day let us salute the 
brave heroes selflessly and 
tirelessly protecting our country 

Photo Research: JAirAM

Army 
Day 
Special
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Celebrated 
annually on 
January 15th, 
the Army Day 
marks the day 
Lieutenant 
General K M 
Cariappa took 
over as the first 
Commander 
In-Chief of the 
Indian Army 
after India’s 
independence 
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ozoNe 

NASA Scientists reported that the international ban on CFCs has led to less ozone  
depletion over the years

Methods like reducing the use 
of plastic and proper disposal 
of cell-phones can help in 
conserving the environment

chemical ban has 
helped The ozone layer

  IANs

An international ban on ozone-
destroying chlorine that contains 
manmade chemicals called 

chlorofluorocarbons(cFcs) has led to less 
ozone depletion, nAsA scientists have 
reported.

cFcs are long-living chemical 
compounds that eventually rise into the 
stratosphere, where they are broken apart 
by the sun’s ultraviolet radiation, releasing 
chlorine atoms that then go on to destroy 
ozone molecules. 

“We see very clearly that chlorine from 
cFcs is going down in the ozone hole, 
and that less ozone depletion is occurring 
because of it,” said lead author susan 
strahan, an atmospheric scientist from 
nAsA’s Goddard space Flight centre in 
Maryland. The ban on the cFcs resulted 
in about 20 per cent less ozone depletion 
during the Antarctic winter from 2005 to 
2016, while chlorine levels declined by an 
average 0.8 per cent annually, the scientists 
said. stratospheric ozone protects life on 
the planet by absorbing potentially harmful 
ultraviolet radiation that can cause skin 
cancer and cataracts, suppress immune 
systems and damage plant life.

The Antarctic ozone hole forms during 

september in the southern Hemisphere’s 
winter as the returning sun’s rays catalyse 
ozone destruction cycles involving 
chlorine and bromine that come primarily 
from cFcs. The change in ozone levels 
above Antarctica from the beginning to the 
end of southern winter – early July to mid-

september – was computed daily from the 
Microwave Limb sounder (MLs) aboard 
the Aura satellite every year from 2005 to 
2016. When ozone destruction is ongoing, 
chlorine is found in many molecular 
forms, most of which are not measured. 
But after chlorine has destroyed nearly all 

CFCs are long-living chemical 
compounds 

CFCs damage the ozone layer by 
destroying the ozone molecules

There has been a 20 per cent 
reduction in depletion of the layer

Quick Glance

the depletion rate of the ozone layer has slowed 
significantly following the 2005 ban

the available ozone, it reacts instead with 
methane to form hydrochloric acid – a gas 
measured by MLs. 

The Antarctic ozone hole should 
continue to recover gradually as cFcs 
leave the atmosphere, but complete 
recovery will take decades, the researchers 
said, in the paper published in the journal 
Geophysical Research Letters.

“cFcs have lifetimes from 50 to 100 
years, so they linger in the atmosphere 
for a very long time,” said Anne douglass, 
a fellow atmospheric scientist at the 
Goddard centre.

“As far as the ozone hole being gone, 
we’re looking at 2060 or 2080. And even 
then there might still be a small hole.” 

Simple 
Methods For 
Environmental 
Conservation

coNservATioN   ssb bureAu

HUMAn Resource 
development Minister 
Prakash Javadekar 

emphasised on adopting simpler 
steps to protect and conserve 
the environment.

“We have been exploiting the 
natural resources provided by 
the earth. Methods like reducing 
the use of plastic, vehicles and 
disposing off electronic items 
like mobile phones carefully 
can help in conserving the 
environment,” the Minister said.

Javadekar inaugurated the 
new delhi World Book Fair 
through videoconferenceing 
and conveyed the importance 
of working together for 

protecting the environment. 
Organised by national Book 

Trust (nBT) in association 
with India Trade Promotion 
Organisation (ITPO), the 
theme of this year’s book fair 
is “environment and climate 

change”.
He also spoke on the 

importance of books and 
encouraged people to adopt the 
habit of reading.

“The world of books is 
unique. Books enrich the life 
of people, help humans to 
develop. They encompass all the 
knowledge. The forthcoming 
nine days would be a grand 
affair for book-lovers. They will 
have an opportunity to browse 
books from across the world,” he 
stated.

The Theme Pavilion 
highlights various environment-
related issues like climate 
change, global warming, water 
pollution and other relevant 

subjects. 
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BsEs

BSES launched India’s first solar rooftop consumer aggregation programme for residential buildings

bses launches rooftop 
solar single-point 

targeted in the dwarka area. 
“Looking at the response, the 

programme will be expanded to other 
residential segments across Bses,” it 
said. Listing the benefits for consumers, 
the discom said a 1 kW solar photovoltaic 
(Pv) rooftop system is expected to 
generate 4-5 kilowatt hours (kwh) of 
electricity per day, which corresponds 

to an average monthly saving on bills of 
about Rs 750 for a period of 25 years for 
single-point delivery consumers. 

“Moreover, to set up the solar plant, 
a 30 per cent capital subsidy is provided 
by the Ministry of new and Renewable 
energy along with a Rs 2 per unit 
generation-based incentive allotted to a 
limited number of early projects by the 

This is part of BSES’s Solar  
City Initiative 

The solar single-point is designed to 
maximize rooftop solar power use

This is better than  
conventional methods

Quick Glance

bses’s portal is a part of the initiative for 
online processing of rooftop solar applications

delhi government,” it said. 
Besides, the scheme would help 

BRPL in meeting its renewable 
purchase obligation, as well as minimise 
overloading issues in congested areas 
during the peak summer months, the 
statement said. “It will also help us 
in achieving capex deferment for line 
replacement and unplanned grid up-
gradation intermittently,” it added. 
Bses also announced that a portal has 
been launched as part of the initiative 
for online processing of rooftop solar 
applications, as well as a dedicated 
solar helpline for faster resolution of 
customer queries. 

  IANs

In an initiative to promote clean 
energy, Bses, one of delhi’s two 
electricity distribution companies 

(discoms), on sunday launched the 
country’s first solar rooftop consumer 
aggregation programme for residential 
buildings to provide the installations at 
a single point for the entire apartment 
complex.

The sister discom Bses Rajdhani 
Power Ltd’s (BRPL) “solar city 
Initiative”, designed to maximise rooftop 
solar power use in south and west delhi, 
was launched at an event here by delhi 
Power Minister satyendar Jain.

“Taking its commitment to promote 
renewables to the next level, BRPL, 
in partnership with the United states 
Agency for International development 
(UsAId) PAce-d and Indo-German 
collaboration (GIZ) has launched an 
ambitious ‘solar city Initiative’,” a Bses 
release said. 

“Unlike conventional methods, 
under this programme, rooftop solar 
installations will be provided at a single 
point for the entire apartment complex.” 

In the first phase of the programme, 
around 150 residential societies will be 

‘Environment Marshals’ to check polluting activities would 
be among the measures taken to control pollution in Delhi

‘environment Marshals’ To 
check polluting Activities

polluTioN

  AgeNcy

dePLOyMenT of 
‘environment Marshals’ to 
check polluting activities 

and rationalisation of public 
transportation would be among the 
slew of measures taken to control 
pollution in the national capital 

complaints regarding garbage and 
waste burning.

cPcB (central Pollution control 
Board) representative informed that 
sAMeeR App of cPcB is functional 
on which complaints can be lodged. 
complaints on this App were being 

region.
The decision was conveyed on 

Thursday by officials of different 
departments to Lt. Governor Anil 
Baijal during a review meeting here 
on combating air pollution.

Baijal also urged city municipal 
corporations to adopt one common 
mobile application for registering 

forwarded to 
agencies concerned, 
an official statement 
from the Lt 
Governor’s office 
said.

Baijal also 
directed all agencies 
to strictly enforce 
pollution control 
measures and adhere 
to the timelines. 
“He stressed that 

the efforts must be 
intensified as considerable distance 
remains to be traversed before the 
battle against air pollution can be 
decisively won,” the statement 
read. The meeting was attended by 
environment Minister Imran Hussain 
and other officials. 
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kAzirANgA

Assam expects to make way for world’s most ambitious wildlife friendly road project

Wildlife-friendly road 
project of kaziranga

  rAJ kAshyAp

AssAM government has begun 
work on a state-of-the-art wildlife 
friendly road through Kaziranga 

national Park. When executed, the project 
is expected to find a place among the most 
ambitious wildlife friendly road projects in 
the world.

national Highway 37 runs through the 
Kaziranga, a Unesco World Heritage site, 
and this road has been in the news for bad 
reasons very often. every year a number 
of park inmates get killed by speeding 
vehicles on this highway.

The national Green Tribunal had also 
taken strong exception to the “ruthless 
killing” of several species of animals by 
allowing heavy traffic movement on a 
stretch of highway. The nGT had warned 

the state government that if it does not 
come up with a “decent and effective 
proposal” to address the issue, the tribunal 
will stop all vehicular movement on the 
stretch of nH 37 which passes through the 
national park.

In 2016, six animals were killed by the 
speeding vehicles on the highway. The 
following year, the death count on the 
national highway had more than doubled. 
during the floods, the park inmates tend 
to cross the highway and move towards the 
higher Karbi hills located on the southern 
side.

At present, the national park has 111 
highlands built during the 1990s. However, 

it is not enough to provide shelter to the 
entire population during floods, and 
some of the highlands are old and need 
immediate renovation.

The state’s Public Works department 
had roped in a firm to prepare a feasibility 
report for a wildlife-friendly road to be built 
through the park. The Wildlife Institute of 
India, dehradun, a partner in the project, 
has approved the pre-feasibility report of 
the ambitious project which is estimated 
to cost around Rs 2,500 crore. It will be 
funded by the Union Ministry of Road 
Transport & Highways.

Mumbai-based Wadia Techno-
engineering services Limited is doing the 
consultancy work for preparation of the 
dPR of the project, PWd officials said.

According to the proposal, there will be 
three flyovers – from Rangalu to deopani 
(19.93 km), Harmoti to Hatikhuli (13.440 
km) and one at Panbari (5.9 km).

Besides, there will be two arboreal 
crossings for primates to cross the road. 
Burhapahar hill will be bypassed through a 
2.5-km road along the southern side of the 
hill. There will be two animal overpasses, 
each of about 200 metres in length, on this 
stretch.

The three flyovers will have a solar 
lighting system and green vegetative 
fences to absorb noise, besides acting as 
vehicular headlight diffusers. concrete 
slabs (thermoregulation) will be made for 
snakes to rest on both sides of the road so 
that they do not come to the road in search 

The Institute of India has approved 
the pre-feasibility report of project

The ‘ambitious’ project is estimated  
to cost around Rs 2,500 crore

The Union Ministry of Road Transport 
& Highways will fund the project

Quick Glance

the project includes a component to develop the 
kanchanguri viewpoint

of sunlight.
A similar project was undertaken at 

Rajaji national Park of dehradun. But 
small length flyovers were built there, 
and the intended result was not achieved 
as the animals changed their routes and 
did not use the animal underpasses. 
Learning lessons from that project, Assam 
government is going for long flyovers by 
clubbing the corridors. Originally, there 
were six identified animal corridors along 
the highway passing through Kaziranga. 
But the forest department has modified it 
to eleven.

The project also includes a component 
to develop the Kanchanguri viewpoint, 
with a four-lane road to accommodate 
parking lots and watch towers for visitors.

The state PWd plans to use pre-fab 
and pre-cast materials and there will be no 
work after sunset so that the disturbance 
caused to the park inmates in minimum.

While the draft dPR, which has to 
be approved by the national Board for 
Wildlife, is expected to be completed 
in about two months time, the PWd  
hopes to begin work on the project by this 
year-end.  

The states celebrate their 
foundation day on January 21

The Statehood of 
Manipur, Meghalaya 
and Tripura

fouNdATioN dAy   sWAstIkA trIpAthI

46! yes, that is how many they 
will turn. come January 21, 
Manipur, Meghalaya and 

Tripura are all set to witness their 46th 
statehood day. since the attainment of 
their statehood, the three states have 
strived to attain development and made 
progress on various fronts.

each year the governments of these 

Meghalaya and Tripura – 
attained their statehood 
under the north-
eastern Areas (Re-
organisation) Act, 1971. 
With this, they became 
full-fledged states and 

marked the fulfillment of 
a cherished aspiration of the people and 
gave an added responsibility to them to 
shape their own destiny. 

states organise various 
programmes to showcase 
the beauty and splendor 
that the northeast, and 
especially the three states, 
behold. The coming 
Foundation day is hence 
being looked upon for 
another day of splendid celebrations.

It was January 21, 1972, when 
three northeastern regions – Manipur, 
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MizorAM

A task force coming up to regenerate and clean Chite in capital

initiative To revive 
chite river in Mizoram

ordination committee, a forum that was 
created for the revival of the dying river.

The Aizawl deputy commissioner’s 
office will also be responsible for 
constructing a check dam on the chite and 
in putting up hoardings to raise awareness 
against dumping of garbage in the river. 
Aizawl deputy commissioner Kannan 
Gopinathan had launched the save chite 

Lui project in March. various civil society 
organisations in Aizawl like the Mizoram 
state national service scheme have since 
been making efforts to keep the river clean 
with the engagement of school children.

Two months ago, experts from the 
University of Minnesota and Mississippi 
Watershed Management Organisation 
tested the river and discussed with the 
committee the measures to be taken to 
restore the river.

The chite is the most popular river in 
Aizawl. several stories, songs and poems 
are woven around the river. According to 
a legend, a young boy Fiara Tui was often 
troubled by his cruel step-mother. In the 
spring one year, water was scarce. People 
were desperately searching for drinking 
water. The step-mother ordered Fiara 
Tui to fetch water as a challenge and a 
punishment. He was lucky to discover 
water flowing hidden under trees and 
bushes. It is believed that the water source 
was the chite river.

More than 20 big and small rivers flow 
through Mizoram, the longest being the 
Tlawng that flows for 185 km. efforts 
to restore the chite river have been on 
since 2009. One of the most important 
reasons for the deterioration of the river 
is unplanned urbanization in Aizawl. 

Dumping of untreated sewage into 
Chite has led to pollution

Experts have tested the river and 
then discussed measures to restore

Deputy commissioner’s office will  
be constructing a check dam

Quick Glance

The dumping of untreated sewage into 
the river has led to pollution of the river 
which is similar to other rivers in the 
northeast. A sewage line is being planned 
at the chite river in collaboration with 
the Asian development Bank which is 
being opposed by some organisations. The 
growing population has been encroaching 
upon the origin as well as the floodplains 
of the river. Although the chite is a small 
river and not used for irrigation or for 
drinking water, its importance lies in the 
sentimental value attached to this river.   
Rivers and lakes are critical to a city’s 
survival as they are reservoirs of water, help 
retain groundwater levels, and moderate 
the climate. However, they have lost their 
importance as cities have started sourcing 
ground water and high land prices have 
encouraged city ‘development’ agencies to 
value the land instead of the water.

Rivers in the northeast also assume 
given the impact of climate change. The 
region is also one of the biodiversity 
hotspots in the world and one among the 
two zones in the country (the other being 
the Western Ghats). The phenomenon is 
likely to impart formidable challenge to 
the water sector and the adversity may 
increase due to the location of Mizoram in 
a fragile ecosystem.  

  rAJ kAshyAp

A task force will be created by 
Aizawl Municipal corporation and 
central young Mizo Association to 

regenerate and clean the chite river in the 
capital of Mizoram.

The decision was taken recently at 
a meeting of the save chite Lui co-

Brand name for marketing 
State organic products; State 
all set to export

Organic Manipur
MANipur

  ssb bureAu

LAUncHInG the brand 
name ‘Organic Manipur’, 
Manipur’s Horticulture and soil 

conservation Minister Thounaojam 
shyamkumar said the organic produces 
of the farmers working under the 
department of the state will be sold 
under the brand name.

Addressing media persons at his office 

the department, he hoped that farmers 
in collaboration with the departments 
of Horticulture and Agriculture can take 
up more developmental work including 
increasing the yield and exploring other 
areas. K. debadutta sharma, Project 
Officer, Manipur Organic Mission 

in his residential quarter at Kangla Park, 
Minister Th. shyamkumar launched 
the brand name and released the 2018 
yearly calendar of Organic Manipur. 
He said the centre has been providing 
livelihood to the organic farmers of the 
state under various schemes.

The farmers need not worry as their 
produces will be sold under the brand 
name ‘Organic Manipur’.

Raising concern over the rise in 
cases of health issues and diseases, 
Minister shyamkumar stressed on the 
need for switching to organic cultivation 
and usage of vermicompost instead of 
chemical fertilisers. He also informed 
that the department is working hard to 
provide a loan to make vermicompost to 
the farmers of the state in collaboration 
with the banks soon. Appreciating the 
farmers of the state for cooperating with 

Agency (MOMA), said in the first year 
of organic cultivation the agency covered 
an area of 5,000 hectares of land out of 
which 2,000 hectares of land was used 
for cultivating black rice or aromatic rice 
(chak-hao) in the valley districts.

In order to promote a healthy lifestyle 
among the citizens of the state, ‘Organic 
Outlet’ was opened at sanjenthong by 
Horticulture and soil conservation 
Minister Th. shyamkumar on november 
20 last year, which is the first organic 
outlet in the north east India selling 
organic produces/products of the 
farmers under MOMA. Instituted as 
the nodal agency for the central scheme 
MOcd-neR of the Union Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, MOMA 
functions under the aegis of department 
of Horticulture & soil conservation, 
Government of Manipur. 
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ushA ThAkur

“every individual has To 
recognise one’s obligation 

Towards society”
  ssb bureAu

AT a time when common 
humanity and concern for 
others is getting eroded, 

there are individuals who seem 
to fulfil their obligations towards 
fellow-human beings and society in 
an exemplary manner. One of them 
is Usha Thakur who works not just 
for environmental issues but also 
for women and for the oppressed 
sections of society. she has been 
honoured and felicitated many 
times for the laudable work she has 
been rendering.

When she came to live in 
nOIdA, Usha Thakur did not 
imagine that she would be working 
for poor women, children and cope 
with the many challenges that this 
involved and that she would be 
to achieve so much. she says that 
she does not even remember as 
to when she got involved in social 
service. But she remembers the 
girl for whom she fought her first 
battle. Those who had committed 
the crime against the girl were from 
a political background and that is 
why they got away, but they could 
never come back to power again.

Usha Thakur is from Bihar 
and she came to live in nOIdA 
25 years ago. When she saw the 
social strife around her, and 
the shameful attitude of people 
towards women and girls she felt 
compelled to fight for the cause 
of exploited women and girls and 
raise her voice on their behalf. she 
had set up an organization called 
Manav Purt nyas. It is through this 
organization that she works for 
protecting the environment and 
for the oppressed classes of society. 
she also works towards making 
unskilled women self-reliant and to 
end the heinous practice of female 
foeticide infanticide. she and her 

Social activist Usha Thakur shares her experiences in helping women, girls, boys and the poor

team work with women with little 
education to raise their awareness 
and to make them self-employed 
by training them to make papad, 
prepare pickles and masalas, and 
in embroidery and stitching work. 
she does not only make them 
economically independent, but 
she also raises their consciousness 
about the role and importance of 
women in society. she has also 
helped in emancipating 40 girls 
from the claws of a mafia group, 
and provided them with motherly 
love and respect they needed. she 
educated them and made them 
self-reliant. These girls now lead 
independent and peaceful lives. 
she has also worked with victims 
of acid attacks and tried to motivate 
them to reconnect with society so 
that they are re-integrated into the 
mainstream.

Excerpts from the interview with 
Usha Thakur, social worker and 
founder of Manav Purt Nyas about 
her the noteworthy work she has done 
to make environment and women 
safe.

Q. Since when have you been 
working in the field of making 
women self-reliant and changing 
society?
I do not remember when I had 
started on this work. I came here 25 
years ago. criminals and goondas 
were roaming about freely here 

“It is the duty of everyone to keep the 
environment clean and to maintain 
greenery, and we often forget this”
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and no one ever took any action 
against them. These fellows would 
tease and assault poor women and 
girls and no one would raise voice 
against them. I was agitated by this 
state of affairs and I had decided 
to teach a lesson to these horrible 
chaps, to raise awareness of women 
and change society.    

Q. You have done substantial 
work on the environmental front 
as well. And as a recognition of 
the work you have, you have been 
bestowed the Paryavaran Ratna 
award. What do you have to say 
on this?
It is the duty of everyone to keep the 
environment clean and to maintain 
greenery, and we often forget this. 
Through our organization we 
have done the work of planting 
trees in the area of nOIdA, 
Greater nOIdA, Tigri village and 
nOIdA expressway. To keep our 
surroundings green, we get 10, 
000 trees planted every year. Once 
as I was passing through the posh 
shahjahan Road, I saw working class 
women putting their children to 
sleep on the pavement. Mosquitoes 
were squatting on the faces of the 
sleeping children and they were 
exposed to the merciless sunshine. 
It is after seeing this that we had 
decided to get 10,000 trees planted 
so that the shade provided by the 
tress will protect these children. We 
have taken up the planting of trees 
on a war-footing so that there is 
greenery in the environment.

Q. In the NOIDA, you have 
done laudable work in exposing 
crimes committed against the 
poor and against women and to 
get the guilty punished. Tell us 
something about this.
In the beginning, the auto-rickshaw 
drivers were routinely committing 
suicide. When we came to know 
of this, we got out team to get to 
the bottom of this phenomenon. It 
was revealed that the auto-rickshaw 
drivers who had committed suicide 
would borrow money to buy an 
auto-rickshaw from Balaji. He 
would give them run-down vehicles 
without license. When the police 
checked, these vehicles would be 
confiscated. The vehicles would be 
returned to Balaji, and the drivers 
would be left with their loans and 
unemployed. These drivers would 
commit suicide. We have helped 
the drivers caught in this situation 
to get compensation from Balaji 
so that they could start a small 
business of their own. It is after this 
that there was an end to suicides by 

auto-rickshaw drivers. Apart from 
this, there were instances of rapes 
of girls of villages and areas adjacent 
to nOIdA. The doctors did not 
even treat the rape victims. We got 
them medical treatment and gave 
them counselling.  Then we met the 
victims of acid attacks and we tried 
to revive their lost self-confidence 
so that they could go about in 
society with their heads held high 
and they were not dependent on 
others.

Q. It became known in 2016 that 
you had a big role in bringing 
to light the diabolical Nithari 
murders episode. What kind of 
problems did you face at the time?
We had continuously worked for 
three years in the nithari murders 
episode. during this time we 
received threats of murder. When 
they failed to cow me down, then 
they threatened my mother. But 
I was not shaken by any of this 
because I am of the belief that if you 
are truthful you need to fear no one. 
The first girl to be murdered in the 
nithari episode was Rimpa Haldar. 
After investigation the police found 
that Rimpa had left a letter in a 
rickshaw that she was running away 

to nepal and that she would return 
with a child. It is after this that the 
doubt arose in me that the girls 
were not fleeing to nepal, and that 
there was something else behind 
it because Rimpa did not read or 
write Hindi.  And the girls were 
disappearing continuously till 
June. Then we got in touch with 
the police and got the surrounding 
area searched. It is after this that 
the biggest murder episode of the 
country was laid bare. There was 
however an attempt on the part 
of the police and the politicians to 
suppress the nithari episode. 

We got 40 girls freed from the 
claws of a mafia from L-5, sector 11 
of nOIdA, and kept the girls with 
use for two years. We motivated 
them, educated them and settled 
them. Then we freed 500 children 
from Greater nOIdA, Tigri village, 
Meerut, Ghaziabad and dehra dun 
who were being forcibly converted 
to christianity. We got the children 
to meet their parents. 

Q. What do you have to say about 
the changing atmosphere in 
society?
The atmosphere in today’s society 
is a matter of concern. If Mahatma 

Gandhi were to come in this 
atmosphere, people would call him 
a fool who when he saw a woman 
in tatters in Bihar, he gave away 
his turban so that she could cover 
herself. Today, even an ordinary 
man needs a gunman, a big car and 
an expensive phone so that he can 
lead a life of luxury. 

no one wants to think of the 
poor. In this atmosphere we have to 
change together. We have to return 
to our culture, to yoga and we have 
to think of the poor brothers and 
sisters suffering on the pavements. 
Only then will our society change. 
If every individual recognizes his or 
her obligation towards society and 
will fulfil that obligation, then it 
will not take much time to change 
the society. Like in our childhood, 
the night-watchman in the villages 
would call out, “jagte raho, jagte 
raho (be awake, be awake)”, in 
the same we have to be awake and 
we have to awaken others so that 
society can be changed.

Q. In this modern age, there is 
discrimination between boys and 
girls. What do you have to say on 
this?
Today, the thinking of people 
towards women and girls has 
changed. Today, in the villages, 
girls are being educated along with 
the boys and they (the girls) are 
being made self-reliant. However, it 
is quite low in terms of percentage. 
There is need to step up on this 
issue. 

The villages are progressing like 
the cities. The day girls get an equal 
status with boys in every sector, that 
day the country will move forward 
on its own and it will be foremost 
on the developmental front. But 
there is need to be on the alert. We 
have to get rid of blind belief. Girls 
should be trained in self-defense 
right from the beginning. Instead 
of sending them (the girls) to a 
girls’ school, they should be sent 
to a co-ed school so that they will 
be ready to face any situation. The 
girls should not be frightened on 
any issue. On the other hand, they 
should be encouraged to be bold. 
Along with this, there is need on 
the part of the government and 
the people to think of population 
control. 

The country’s population is 
increasing by the day, and it will 
be a great liability for all of us in 
the future. Also, there is need to 
put a stop to people coming from 
outside, like the Bangladeshis. Only 
then will the country prosper and  
progress.   

“We have to return to our culture, to yoga 
and we have to think of the poor brothers and 

sisters suffering on the pavements”
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WILL Writers’ Building, 
once the seat of power and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

headquarters of the West Bengal 
government, bring alive a dramatic 
event that took place in its corridors? 
If plans of actor-turned-politician 
dev alias deepak Adhikari, who is 
also the Trinamool congress MP, 
and director Kamaleswar Mukherjee 
take a firm shape, this iconic and 
historic edifice of the British Raj may 
play host to a historic `first’ – 
shooting of a feature film based on 
the famous `Battle of veranda 
(corridor)’ by India’s three 
prominent freedom fighters – Benoy, 
Badal and dinesh.

This red-brick building, famous for 
its neo-classical architectural mix of 
the 17century  Greek and Roman 
structural designs, once used to be 

the office of the chief ministers of 
West Bengal till 2013 when almost all 
offices of the state government, 
including the cMO, were 
permanently shifted to nabanna, a 
new 14-storey building in Howrah, 
on the other side of the Ganga, to 
facilitate complete renovation of this 
grand old building. director 
Mukherjee who has already done a 
couple of adventure films in Bengali 
– chader Pahar (The Mountain of 
the Moon) and Amazon Abhijan ( 
Adventure at the Amazons), the last 
awaiting release this month with dev 
as the new adventure hero—has 
already applied for permission to 

shoot in the precincts of the Writers’. 
chief minister Mamata Banerjee is 
likely to accord her nod after which 
shooting is expected to start 
sometime next year. dev is slated to 
play Benoy. The film is yet to be 
titled.

This ambitious project is critical on 
two counts. First, this will be the 
maiden period film in Bengali which 
attempts to capture the sacrifice of 
Benoy Krishna Basu, Badal Gupta 
and dinesh Gupta whose gunfight in 
the corridors of the Writers’ shook 
the British intelligence and the 
government in London in 1930. 
secondly, this magnificent edifice 

WriTers’ buildiNg  
MAy briNg Alive hisTory
A film based on Benoy, Badal and Dinesh to be shot in  
the historical state secretariat

KolKata

The buildings were once the 
offices of the chief ministers of 
Bengal

The Nabanna is a new 14-storey 
building in Howra on the other 
side of Ganga

This was the preffered residence 
till 2013 when almost all offices 
permanently shifted to Nabanna

snapshots

was once the most powerful seat of 
British power overseas, next only to 
London. The gun battle there literally 
shook the foundation of British 
power. A peek into the contemporary 
history will just confirm this. 

The British, having won the battle 
of Plassey, and later of Buxar,   needed 
a spacious building to carry out 
administrative paper work and 
storage spaces to keep their records 
safely. The plot along with the 
adjacent one were granted to Thomas 
Lyon, a renowned architect, for 
construction of the building. In the 
days of the east India company, and 
later under the  British crown (soon 
after the Mutiny in 1857), many 
important decisions by the Governors 
and other powerful officials  were 
taken in this building. This first 
three-storey building in calcutta, 
using european architectural design, 
conceived by Governor General 
Warren Hastings and  designed by 
Thomas Lyon in 1777, served as the 
office for writers --administrative 
staff and clerks of the east India 
company; hence  the name Writers’ 
Building. The Greco-Roman look 
with a portico in the central bay and  
the  statues sculpted by William 
Fredric Woodington (in 1883) that 
line the terrace, gives the structure its 
iconic  appearance.

As to the Battle of the veranda (in 
the Writers’), it is a gripping and 
thrilling saga, intertwined with the 
grit and sacrifice of the trio. It was a 
battle fought between two unequals 
– the mighty British government and 
the microscopic revolutionary trio of 
Benoy, Badal and dinesh – whose 
courage and determination to avenge 
diabolical torture of Indians by the 
British police, made headlines then. 
Benoy, the most important of the 
trio, had been on the run after killing 
Lowman, the I. G. of Police on 29th 
August, 1930 who had gone to visit 
some ailing officer at dhaka Medical 
college Hospital . Benoy, a student 
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british, having won the battle of plassey, and 
later of buxar,  needed a spacious building to 

carry out administrative paper work and storage



 IANs

HIGHLIGHTInG the need for 
good relations between India 
and china to strengthen 

economic ties, a chinese diplomat on 
Tuesday said about 30 chinese 
companies will be participating in the 
Bengal Global Business summit 
(BGBs). “Good political relations 
between china and India, certainly, 
contribute to further growth of business 
ties between the two countries. Actually, 
china and India relations are at 
important juncture and we look forward 
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30 chiNese firMs 
To pArTicipATe

bengal business summit for new age of 
fast growth of 
political and 
economic ties 
between two 
c o u n t r i e s ,” 
said Ma 
Z h a n w u , 
c o n s u l 
General of 

china in Kolkata.A
“This year, about 30 chinese 

companies will be participating in the 
BGBs. Out of those 10 chinese 
companies will be visiting India for the 
first time to explore business 
opportunities and 20 others already 
have ongoing projects in India,” he told 
reporters.

Of the 10 companies coming foor the 
first time, four are from Jiangsu, four 
from shandong and one from yunnan 
Province. 
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of the college, shot Lowman dead 
in broad day-light. Benoy left 
dhaka for calcutta in a train in 
the guise of a Muslim villager. 
When the train slowed near a flag 
station, he quietly disembarked 
and tricked the cops, dressed up 
this time as a zamindar. sir charles 
Tegart, the Police commissioner 
at Lalbazar in calcutta, raided his 
hideout. 

even though netaji subhas 
chandra Bose and P c Roy argued 
with Benoy for fleeing to a safe 
haven, the latter refused for he 
had a mission to accomplish. On 
10th december,1930, Benoy,Badal 
and dinesh reached Writers’ in a 
taxi and made their entry through 
a fictitious identity. Badal, in a 
newly stitched suit, handed over a 
visiting card to the peon and the 
bait was swallowed by IG simpson. 
As the trio entered, before a 
surprised IG could react, the trio 
pumped their bullets in him. The 
officer’s lifeless body fell on the 
floor. In the panic and melee that 
followed, the ‘Three Musketeers’ 
began to shoot indiscriminately at 
any englishman as they ran 
through the corridors. charles 
Tegart rushed there. When 
cornered, Badal took potassium 
cyanide and succumbed 
immediately; Benoy and dinesh 
tried to commit suicide by pulling 
the trigger on themselves. They 

were rushed to the hospital where 
Benoy succumbed to the bullet 
injury.  “Left-Right-Left” were his 
last words. dinesh was hanged on 
7th July 1931. However, he  had 
the good fortune of touching the 
feet of subhas Bose while in jail. 
dalhousie square where the 
building is situated has been 
rechristened as BBd Bag in 
memory of these brave fighters.

According to director Aniket 
chatterjee who has been 
researching on the script, the 
shoot of the film  in Writers’ will 
script a new history in Bengal as 
no Indian film based on the 
country’s freedom struggle has 
ever been shot here. since the 
veranda and the corridors through 
which the trio entered and were 
engaged in the gunfight still exists 
`intact’, an elaborate shooting 
plan is likely to be worked out. 

As it was a revenge mission by 
the rebels, the crew might remove 
the name plates of various 
ministers that hang there at the 
moment. “netaji, while in jail, 
wanted to perform saraswati Puja 
if everyone including dinesh was 
allowed to come out of their 
condemned cells and participate 
in prayers. Authorities gave in, 
facilitating the historic meeting 
between Bose and dinesh in 
Alipore central Jail,” said 
chatterjee. 

benoy, badal and Dinesh – whose courage and 
determination to avenge torture of Indians by 

the british police, made headlines then
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book fAir

New Delhi World Book Fair 2018 focused on ‘Environment and Climate Change’ as its theme

bibliophiles’ ‘green’ 
paradise on earth

  sWAstIkA trIpAthI

FOR a bibliophile, a hall full of 
books is the definition of paradise. 
It’s a romantic biblio-fantasy, no 

doubt, but one that can be deservedly 
overplayed as a counterpoint to the 
impersonal, faceless transactions of the 
online world. It’s the kind of fantasy 
that will be remembered when it can no 
longer be practised, its value becomes 
apparent only in its absence. What better 
place than to continue holding on to it 

than at an old and reliable book fair?
The annual new delhi World 

Book Fair (ndWBF) revisited the 
national capital from January 6 to 14, 
bringing about a fortnight of book 
conversations, workshops, discussions, 

new book releases, B2B forums, cultural 
programmes, and some of the newest 
and exciting writings that have appeared 
across the world.

While the glut of events and traversing 
hundreds of stalls can be dispiriting, the 

NDWbf 2018 brought a fortnight of book 
conversations, workshops and the most new and 

exciting writings from across the world

fair does come each year with all the 
reassuring stuff that any book lover’s 
dreams are made of: the whiff of freshly 
printed paper; the acrid smell of dust on 
opening a used book; creased corners 
of a page much turned; glossy stacks 
of new titles; the slippery touch on the 
plastic wrap that covers every book of 
an overly scrupulous bookseller; and the 
unmistakable heft of a sturdy hardback 
in one’s hands.

And the 2018 Fair was no lesser in 
any sense. The India Trade Promotion 
Organisation, co-organiser of the 
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The annual New Delhi World Book 
Fair revisited from January 6-14

26th edition of the fair opened with a 
call for environmental awareness

Children’s books on environment 
caught the attention

Quick Glance

the 26th edition of the NDWbf saw a special 
focus on ‘cli-fi’ – climate fiction – from the 

harvard square editions

annual fair, made special efforts to make 
book fair more visitor friendly. The 
9-day annual event was inaugurated 
by environmentalist sunita narain, 
european Union ambassador to India 
Tomasz Kozlowski, national Book 
Trust chairman Baldev Bhai sharma 
and Madhu Ranjan Kumar, Joint 
secretary, Ministry of Human Resource 
development.

clI-fI Is the NeW IN-thINg!
Themed around ‘environment and 
climate change’, the 26th new delhi 
World Book Fair opened with a call 

for increased awareness and efforts to 
protect the environment. Following the 
year in which delhi saw its pollution 
levels rise to excruciating levels, the 
theme aspired to bring in a breath of 
fresh air, if only metaphorically, into the 
ongoing discourse.

The book fair had a dedicated theme 
pavilion with books in english, Hindi and 
other Indian languages on environment-
related issues like climate change, global 
warming, water and air pollution.

This edition of the ndWBF also 
saw a special focus on the genre ‘cli-Fi’ 
– climate Fiction – from the Harvard 
square editions.

While addressing the visitors through 
video conference on the inaugural day, 
Prakash Javadekar, Union Minister for 
Human Resource development, said that 
climate change awareness is important as 
humans have exploited earth beyond its 
limits.

chIlDreN’s pAvIlIoN
Like other years, this year too, it was 
children who kept the delhi Book Fair 
lively with their enthusiasm and keen 
interest in books. In fact, at the theme 
pavilion, it was the children’s books on an 
environment that seemed to have caught 
the attention of almost every visitor, with 
or without a child companion. Although 
Harry Potter, Game of Thrones, enid 
Blyton and Ruskin Bond remained 

NDWBF THEMES  
IN THE pAST

NDBWF 2018 MAIN HIGHLIGHTS

n 20th New Delhi World Book Fair 2012 
– Towards 100 years of Indian Cinema

n 21st New Delhi World Book Fair 2013 
– Indigenous Voices: Mapping India’s Folk 
and Tribal Literature

n 22nd New Delhi World Book Fair 2014 
– Kathasagara: Celebrating Children’s 
Literature

n 23rd New Delhi World Book Fair 2015 
– Suryodaya: Emerging voices from North 
East India

n 24th New Delhi World Book Fair 2016 – 
Vivid Bharat - Diverse India

n 25th New Delhi World Book Fair 2017 – 
Manushi - Books Written on and by Women

n International Rights Exhibition of nearly 500 titles on different aspects of environment, 
climate change, global warming, industrial pollution, renewable energy

n A wide collection of books for children and young readers

n Panels and posters projecting the book covers and illustrations from the above

n Panels and posters from the ‘Parampara’ booklet brought out by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, on the occasion of 21st Session of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP21) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) in Paris in 2015, showcasing traditional environment-friendly Indian lifestyles

n Panels showcasing ancient Indian wisdom relating to interrelationships of nature, 
environment and human beings as contained in the Vedas and other texts and reproduced in 
the ‘Parampara’ booklet

n Artwork from the National Book Trust (NBT) 2018 Calendar titled ‘Reading Our Ecosystem: 
A World of Infinite Interdependence’

n Panel discussions, documentary shows, presentations, workshops, story-telling et al to 
engage young minds

preferred pick for children, Book Fair 
2018 also saw an increase in demand of 
comic series and fable tables.

A dedicated ‘children’s Pavilion’ at 
this edition of the fair included activities 
like monster-making and comic-making 
workshops conducted by publishers, 
editors, and authors from 25 european 
Union countries.

guest of hoNour - eu
every year, a country serves as “guest 
of honour” and gets its own pavilion 
to display its books, organize cultural 
events and spread national bonhomie. 
Multiply that 28 times and one can 
begin to imagine the scope that was 
this year: the guest of honour being the 
colossal european Union, with its 28 
member states.

The book publishing sector in 
europe employs some 150,000 people 
directly and up to some 700,000 
indirectly. In the 36-40 billion euros 
global book market, the european book 
publishing sector takes a 22-24 billion 
euros share.

The european Union countries 

participated in the fair with a delegation 
of publishers, editors and authors. The 
eU pavilion also showcased some of 
the latest publications in english and 
other european languages along with 
panel discussions, talks, photo exhibits 
and cultural performances.

Apart from the eU nations, more 
than 40 countries including canada, 
china, egypt and United Kingdom 
also participated in the Fair.

A bAckDrop to the NDWbf
The new delhi World Book Fair is 
a platform for displaying our rich 
treasure of knowledge through books. 
Held for the past 45 years, the annual 
fair is now a major calendar event 
in the publishing world. The Fair is 
organized by national Book Trust, 
India, an autonomous organization 
under the Ministry of Human Resource 
development, Government of India, 
working towards promotion of books 
and the habit of reading in the country. 
India Trade Promotion Organisation 
(ITPO), under the Ministry of 
commerce, is the co-organiser of the 

fair.
ndWBF offers the 

participants a unique 
opportunity of doing 
business with this growing 
book industry. It is also an 
ideal venue for promoting 
titles, co-publication 
arrangements and trade. It 
opens up a gateway to the 
publishing and intellectual 
world of south Asia along 
with many literary and 
publishing conferences 
and programmes organised  
during the fair. 
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nAdIA

A blonde, blue-eyed beauty, Nadia was a hit with the audience from her first film and 
reigned Bollywood throughout the 1940s.

The fearless, acrobat 
of early bollywood:  
NADIA’S lIFE AND lEgAcy

  urooJ fAtImA

BOLLyWOOd was more of a 
colonial construct than we thought -- 
even in the days the Indian freedom 

struggle was at its initial pitch. And in its 
initial days, it could also boast of strong 
feminist credentials. These contradictory 
impulses were fully showcased in the 
incredible career of one of its earliest, most 
identifiable and popular stars – the Fearless 
nadia, aka “Hunterwali”.

subverting the ambivalent, largely 
patriarchal, attitude to women that has 
been an Indian hallmark, Indian women 
were marching shoulder to shoulder with 
men to win freedom, and meanwhile, 
the nascent national film industry, from 
the 1930s to the mid-1940s, had a raft of 
female stars literally dominating the scene, 
overshadowed their male counterparts and 
defined Bollywood creations. 

Among them, was the extraordinary 
and unlikely figure of the Australian-born, 
scottish-Greek, tall, blue-eyed, blonde 
‘Indian’ actress Mary evans, whose 110th 
birth anniversary is on January 8. 

And her story is especially instructive 
at a time when gender inequality is still an 
unwelcome feature of the entertainment 
industry, Bollywood, Hollywood and what 
have you. 

coming to India with her family in 1911 
– the year Ashok Kumar was born, Fearless 
nadia (1908-96), as she came to be known 
for doing her own stunts onscreen, was still 
around when shah Rukh Khan was rising 
to the top. 

“A large blonde, her movie roles involved 
beating up Indian men and then bursting 
into loud laughter...,” says journalist-
cum-author Mihir Bose in “Bollywood: 
A History”. she was also famous for 
brandishing a whip, carrying stuntmen on 
her shoulders and her exuberant shout of 
“hey-y-y”.

The daughter of a British Army soldier, 
who died in the First World War, leaving 
her Greek mother and Mary to fend for 
themselves in Bombay, she spent her 

childhood in Peshawar where they moved, 
travelling by the Frontier Mail. And when 
there were no opportunities there when 
she grew out of her teens, she returned to 
Bombay by the same train – which would 
later be the name of one of her most 
famous films. 

After stints as a salesgirl, a circus 
performer and dance troupe member 
and changing her name to nadia on an 
Armenian fortune-teller’s advice, she 
decided to try her luck in films. she was 
recommended to the Wadias – J.B.H. and 
Homi – and in her first meeting, impressed 
them so much that they took her on. 

While her looks and her (mis) or 
laboured pronunciation of Hindustani 
militated against her, she persevered –even 

rejecting the Wadias’ suggestion that she be 
known as nanda devi and wear a black wig 
with long pigtails. And then they found the 
perfect vehicle for her – costumed stunt 
dramas. And it was in one of them, she got 
her nickname from her sang-froid – and 
humour. As Bose recites, Mary had to do a 
scene involving fighting with some villains 
on a roof and then jump off. she asked 
which one and shown the particular roof, 
coolly said okay. 

While director Homi Wadia had a 
specialist bone-setter on the scene and 
others stood anxiously, she jumped onto 
a thin mattress. “The jump seemed fine, 
the cameraman said ‘okay’, Homi shouted 
‘cut!’ but nadia was motionless. everyone 
ran to her, fearing the worst. Then nadia 

Nadia was originally born  
Mary Ann Evans

In 1935, the Wadias decided to launch 
Nadia as a lead heroine in Hunterwali

Nadia went on to star in over 50 
films, performing her own stunts 

Quick Glance

from working as a secretary, travelling as a 
theatre artist to perform at a circus, she did it all

opened her eyes and let out a loud laugh. 
Fear turned to wonder and everyone 
broke into applause. At the end of the 
day’s shooting, Homi held a meeting in his 
office for the entire staff and christened 
nadia ‘Fearless nadia’, the name by which 
she was to be known for the rest of her film 
career.”

she went to do over three dozen films 
from “noor-e-yaman” (1935) to James 
Bond spoof “Khilari” (1968) and “ek 
nanhi Munni Ladki Thi” (1970), though 
she had more or less retired after marrying 
Homi in 1961, and the last two were just 
reprising of her old image. 

While her films like “Hurricane Hansa”, 
“Miss Frontier Mail”, “Lady Robinhood”, 
“sher-e-Baghdad”, “Himmatwali”, “stunt 
Queen”, “Toofani Tirandaz”, “Jungle 
Queen”, “carnival Queen” and “circus ki 
sundari” may now seem curiosities, they 
had their own significance – not only in 
Bollywood but in modern India social 
history as the heroine of films which were 
anti-British but starred a British woman.

“Her films were shunned by the Indian 
intellectuals but they appealed to the 
uneducated urban masses increasingly 
drawn to the cities, factory workers, tonga 
drivers, and they reached beyond India to 
Africa and the Far east, where her blonde 
looks and rebellious on-screen behaviour 
carried an enormous sex appeal...” says 
Bose.

And only if we could balance this with 
respect for her achievements – and extend 
this courtesy to all women, that would be 
the best tribute we could pay to her.  
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Please mail your solution to - ssbweekly@gmail.com or 
Whatsapp at 9868807712, One Lucky Winner will win Cash 

Prize of Rs 500/-. Look for the Solution in the Next issue of SSB
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eveNTs

Across

4. During the period of Renaissance, the 
new style of architecture first developed in

5. Which of the following cities of India is 
called the “Silicon Valley of India”?

8. Who founded the Hindu Shahi dynasty 
of Punjab?

14. Herbicides are chemicals which control

15. The magnetic effect of electric current 
was first observed by

17. Who were the immediate successors of 
the Imperial Mauryas in Magadha?

19. The ancient name of Bengal was

20. IC chips used in computers are usually 
made of

DoWN

1. Which among the following is the most 
common element in the earth’s crust?

2. Which city is famous for oranges?

3. Acupuncture is widely practised in

6. Yakshagan is the famous dance form of 
the State of

7. The term 16 yards hit is associated with

9. Largest river in the world is

10. Babur entered India for the first time 
from the west through

11. Which of the following types of clothes 
is manufactured by using petroleum 
products?

12. Srinagar is situated on the bank of the 
river

13. Which of the following is the latest 
Tank?

16. The first Europeans to start trade 
relations with India were the

18. Ahilyabai was the queen of

exhIbItIoN ‘benevolent  
gaze: buddhist Imprints in 
Art’ group art show
venue
OJAs ART, 1AQ, QUTAB MInAR 
ROUndABOUT, MeHRAULI 
ROAd, neW deLHI 110 030
Time : 11:00 am to 7:00 pm  
(Monday closed) 

swami haridas tansen 
sangeet Nritya mahotsav 
venue
sHAnKAR LAL HALL, MOdeRn 
scHOOL, BARAKHAMBA ROAd, 
neW deLHI – 110001
Time : 6:30 pm

ed sheeran 
lIve tribute- 
the ultimate 
‘rebound’ 
party
venue
TABULA BeAcH cAFe
 AsIAd vILLAGe, KHeL GAOn 
MARG, neAR sIRI FORT 
AUdITORIUM deLHI - 110049
Performance time : 9:30- 11:30 pm 
approximately

shop-e-fest
venue
JAWAHARLAL neHRU sTAdIUM
PRAGATI vIHAR, neW deLHI
19 Jan 2018 12pm - 21 Jan 2018 10pm

1. Apsara
2. Toyota
3. Ganga
4. Panda
5. Athens
6. Gujarat
7. Ptyalin
8. Prithvi
9. Tea
10. Gold

11. Tarapur
12. Rice
13. email
14. Agni
15. Pluto
16. Lead
17. UnescO
18. Japan
19. Peat
20. Bihar

soluTioN of crossWord No. 4

vh1 supersonic  
pre-party ft. DJ 
skip
venue
HAUZ KHAs sOcIAL 
LIne UP - dJ sKIP  
entry - Free!
date - Friday, 19th Jan 
2018 venue - 
19 JAn 2018 9:30PM - 
20 JAn 2018 12:30AM

soluTioN of sudoku-4
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Unsung HeroDiptanshu & Mukul Malviya 

Jahnavi Maganti 

JANuARy 15 - 21, 2018

A Forgotten 
hero

The story of Shamsher Khan, 
India’s First Olympic 

Swimmer

Diptanshu and Mukul Malviya come to 
the rescue of sanitation workers

Jahnavi Maganti paints 140 square 
metres of painting to enter Guinness 
World Records

HIS days in the Indian Army 
presented him with the right 
platform to showcase his innate 
talent as a swimmer. After years of 

dedicated hard-work, it was the year 1956 
when Mehboob Shamsher Khan rose as 
a national hero for finishing up 5th in the 
Melbourne Summer Olympics.

Shamsher Khan – the first Indian 
Olympian swimmer – was just 16-years-old 
when he was recruited into the Indian Army 
in 1946. Inducted into Bangalore’s Madras 
Engineer Group, he would go on to serve in 
two crucial battles, against China in 1962 
and Pakistan in 1973.

In 1954, Khan had set the national 
record for the 200-metre butterfly event. 
The following year, he swept all records 
at the national meet in Bangalore, which 
ultimately earned him a ticket to the 1956 
Melbourne Olympics. No Indian swimmer 
has ever ranked as high as Khan did at the 
Olympics, despite the vast improvement 
in infrastructure and coaching facilities in 
the last six decades. After returning from 
Melbourne, Khan wanted to train even 
harder for the next Olympics, but a severe 
financial crunch prevented him from doing 
so. He continued to serve in the Army till he 
retired in 1973 as a subedar.

Time flew, and his incredible feat was 
forgotten by both the people and the 
government. On 15 October 2017, this 
first Olympian swimmer of India died of 
a cardiac stroke at his native village of 
Kythapalli in Guntur district of Andhra 
Pradesh.

While the victories of his contemporaries 
(like Milkha Singh) were recognised and 
remembered by the entire country, Khan’s 
remarkable feat languishes, mostly, in 
anonymity. 

dIPTAnsHU and Mukul Malviya, former 
students of the st Paul’s secondary school 
in sirohi, Rajasthan, were at a bus station 
one day when they happened to see a 

sweeper working. The middle-aged man worker was 
picking up litter, and the sight of an old-man having to 
bend over-and-over again moved the brothers enough 
to brainstorm a brilliant idea.Following this, the two 

brothers got down to work and built a wrapper picker 
machine, in an effort to help sanitation workers across 

the country. easy to operate and 
maintain, the machine is flexible.
Roller combs attached to a rolling 
base, pick up trash, like paper 
plates, napkins, cups, and collects 
them in a bin. The brushes are 
just a few millimeters above the 
ground level to ensure that dust 
and grit are not picked up. Once 
the innovation went public, many 
awards and accolades came their 
way. These include the prestigious 
IGnITe award, a Rashtrapati 
Bhavan’s Innovation scholar in 
Residence programme selection in 
2015, and acknowledgements from 

the national Innovation Foundation who helped the 
brothers develop their product and its design. The 
invention also won them a national award from the 
national Innovation Foundation . The nIF provides 
institutional support to grassroots innovations 
across India and is helping the brothers reach 
potential buyers, and assisting them to scale up their 
production, amongst other things. 

A girl from Hyderabad has painted a 
surface of 140 square metres with her 
feet in an attempt to enter Guinness 
World Records.

Jahnavi Maganti, 18, has claimed to have 
created the record of “The largest painting by 
feet” by an individual.

A student of Britain’s University of Warwick, 
she has broken the current world record of 100 
square metres.

Jahnavi is an artist, dancer, classical music 
singer and a national level basketball player. she 
also has the unique ability of painting while 
dancing. she recently painted a lotus and a 
peacock feather with her feet while dancing. 

siblings who brainstormed 
The Wrapper picker Machine

The largest 
painting by feet
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