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 Gujarat is a dazzlingly diverse state that shakes up the know-it-all Indophile, and reveals 

treasures hidden from the tourist hordes. Gujaratis are renowned for their entrepreneurial 

nous, both home and abroad. Encounter an Indian anywhere, from Wall Street to Wellington, 

and thereľs a good chance they hail from this wealthy, resourceful state.

Dynamic Gujarat has a 1600km coastline and an easily traversable landscape. The highly 

visible Jain community Ň the devout of whom follow a disciplined path towards moksha (lib-

eration) Ň are largely responsible for Gujaratľs industrious reputation, stunning white marble 

temples, and exquisite, ever-so-slightly sweet vegetarian fare (and prohibition laws!).

In the northwest, the seasonal island of Kutch trickles into hardened salt plains come 

summer, and local artisans weave the finest textiles in India and battle the unforgiving 

elements of Little Rann Ň habitat of the wild ass and flocks of flamingos. Meanwhile, only 

100km south is Saurashtra, a long, lush, remote coastal region dotted with slow-paced, one-

bullock towns, and bejewelled farmers dressed head to toe in white.

The sapphire of the salty isthmus is the ex-Portuguese island enclave of Diu, with its lazy, 

whitewashed vibe. At Shatrunjaya, climb to a mountain-top marvel of Jain architecture, or 

head off the map to Somnath and Dwarka, two powerful temples by the sea.

The main city of Ahmedabad is hard on the lungs and frantic but friendly. Itľs home to 

Mahatma Gandhiľs ashram, and the worldľs finest textile museum. Rajkot and the university 

town of Vadodara house well-educated, young and upwardly mobile populations Ň suitable 

heirs to this proud and purposeful state.

Gujarat  

HIGHLIGHTS  

 Stop, drop and roll it out on the puzzling 

paradise of Diu ( p739 )

 Make a dawn pilgrimage to hill-top temples 

of Shatrunjaya ( p738 ) in Palitana and Ginar 

Hill ( p749 ) in Junagadh 

 Tame that wild ass on the pancake-flat salt 

plains of Little Rann ( p765 ), then leg it 

across the desert to Dholavira, the ancient 

Harrapan site 

 Visit the exotic tribal villages of Kutch ( p759 ) 

and eye some of Indiaľs best textiles

 Dine, shop, pay homage to Mahatma Gandhi 

and visit the breathtaking Calico Museum 

of Textiles ( p720 ) in Ahmedabad
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 History  
 Itľs said that Gujaratľs Temple of Somnath 
witnessed the creation of the universe, and 
many significant sites in Krishnaľs life lie along 
the south coast.

On a firmer historic footing, Lothal and 
Dholavira (Kutch) were sites of a Harappan 
(Indus) civilisation more than 4000 years ago. 
Gujarat featured in the exploits of the mighty 
Buddhist emperor, Ashoka, and you can see 
his rock edict near Junagadh.

Later, Gujarat suffered Muslim incur-
sions by Mahmud of Ghazni and subsequent 
Mughal rulers, and was a battlefield between 
the Mughals and the Marathas. It was also 
an early point of contact with the West; the 
first British commercial outpost was estab-

lished at Surat. Daman and Diu survived as 
Portuguese enclaves within Gujarat borders 
until 1961.

Saurashtra was never incorporated into 
British India. Instead it survived as more 
than 200 princely states until Independence. 

FAST FACTS  

 Population: 50.6 million

 Area: 196,024 sq km

 Capital: Gandhinagar

 Main language: Gujarati

 When to go: October to March

)91ln*
Up!Nvncbj

)336ln*

Tibusvokbzb

Up!Kbjqvs

!!!!T!f!b

B!s!b!c!j!b!o

Lvudi
Hvmg!pg

Dbncbz
Hvmg!pg

Kbncvhipeb

Mblqibu

Uibo

Sbwfdij

Eipmbwjsb

Obsbsb

Tvnsbtbs!Tifjli

Cbeb

Civkpej

Eboht
Uif

Eboej

Wbqj

Vewbeb

Obwtbsj

Efmxbeb

Libweb

Nbeibwqvs

)Cbspeb*

Qbwbhbei!Ijmm

Ubsofubs

Hpoebm

Wjtbwbebs

Boboe

Vokib

Ijnbuobhbs

Mjmqvs

Lboemb

Bokbs

Sijonbm

Tjspij

Bmboh

Ubmbkb

Eisbohbeisb

[bjobcbe

Lftipe

Ubmbmb

Lpejobs

Nbivwb

Tjips

Wjsbnhbn

Cbhpebsb

Npeifsb

Hboeijobhbs

Mpuibm

Qbmjubob

Cibwobhbs

Wbmbcijqvs

Xbolbofs

Binfebcbe
Eblps

Ebcipj

Dibnqbofs

Wbepebsb

Cibsvdi

Kvobhbei

Vob

Hjs
Tbtbo

Nbohspm

Sbklpu

Plib

Obtjl

Nbmfhbpo

Tbqvubsb

Epibe

Hpeisb

Vebjqvs

Nbiftbob

Qbmboqvs

Ejtb

Qbubo

Bcv!Se

Nu!Bcv

Tvsfoesbobhbs

Dbncbz

Obejbe

Ebnbo

Tvsbu

Ejv

Tpnobui
Wfsbwbm

Dipsxbe

Eipsbkj

Qpscboebs

Kbnobhbs
Exbslb

Npswj

Hboeijeibn

Civk

Nboewj

Qbsl
Obujpobm
Nbsjof

Tboduvbsz
Xjmemjgf

Cjse!Tboduvbsz
Lijkbejzb

)5:64!tr!ln*

Mjuumf!Sboo!
Tboduvbsz

)Tbvsbtiusb*
Qbsl

Obujpobm
Wfmbwbebs

Tbtbo!Hjs

Qfojotvmb
Lbuijbxbs

pg!Lvudi
Mjuumf!Sboo

Cjse!Tboduvbsz
Obm!Tbspwbs

Hsfbu!Sboo!pg!Lvudi

)499n*
Ijmm

Eijopebs

)2832n*
Tijlibs
Hvsv

Jtmboe
Qjspubo

Jtmboe
Cfu

)Lbdidii*
Lvudi

Hvkbsbu
Fbtufso

IBWFMJ
IBHBS

EBESB!'

Q!B!L!J!T!U!B!O

NBIBSBTIUSB

S!B!K!B!T!U!I!B!O

4

9

9C

9B

9B

26

9

HVKBSBU 1 211!ln
1 71!njmft



 G
U

JA
R

A
T 

l o n e l y p l a n e t . c o m   E A S T E R N  G U J A R AT   � �   A h m e d a b a d  ( A m d a v a d )

In 1956, all the states were amalgamated into 
the state of Mumbai. In 1960, Mumbai was 
split, on linguistic grounds, into the states of 
Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

Congress was mainly in control of Gu-
jarat after Independence, till 1991 when the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power. 
In 2002, communal violence erupted after a 
Muslim mob was blamed for an arson attack 
on a train at Godhra that killed 59 Hindu 
activists. Hindu gangs then set upon Muslims 
in revenge. This violence coincided with the 
beginning of the election campaign, and BJP 
Chief Minister Najendra Modi followed a 
policy of fiercely Hindu rhetoric, which may 
have encouraged division in the state, but 
brought him a landslide victory. Since the 
2002 riots, however, the state has been peace-
ful, and continues to enjoy its reputation as 
one of Indiaľs most prosperous states.

Information  
PERMITS  

Alcohol permits are now easy to get, obtain-
able at most large hotels with an alcohol shop: 
show your passport to receive a one-week 
permit (Indian/foreigner Rs 220/free).

EASTERN GUJARAT  
 AHMEDABAD (AMDAVAD)  
%079  /  pop 4.52 million
Ahmedabad (also called Amdavad) is Gujaratľs 
major city, and a startling mini-metropolis. 
Straddling the Sabarmati River, itľs one half 
old-world charm, and the other half new-world 
noise. Yet itľs also remarkably cosmopolitan, 
with a rich Muslim history, a tangled, beauti-
fully restored old city, stunning museums, fine 
restaurants and fabulous night markets. Many 
travellers stop off briefly on route to Rajasthan 
or Mumbai, sneaking in a visit to Sabarmati 
Ashram (Gandhiľs former headquarters). 
However, those able to swallow the smog will 
discover a pulsating Indian city, with a media 
that preaches tolerance. Ahmedabad is a sky-
scraping step-off point to the rest of Gujarat.

Each January, the city hosts Makar Sakranti, 
an international kite festival thatľs well worth 
the stiff neck.

History  
Over the centuries  Ahmedabad (Ŀabadľ means 
Ŀprosperľ) has boomed and declined. Founded 

FESTIVALS IN GUJARAT  

Makar Sakranti (Jan; Ahmedabad,  above ) This international kite  festival is the time to see the sky filled with 
flickering, swooping colour. 
Modhera Dance Festival (Jan; Modhera,  p728 ) A three-day festival that aims to present classical dance in its 
original atmosphere. 
Bhavnath Fair (Jan/Feb; Junagadh,  p748 ) Held in the month of Magha. Folk music and dancing takes place and 
nagas (naked sadhus) throng Bhavnath Mahadev Temple, at the foot of Girnar Hill. 
Dang Durbar (Feb/Mar; The Dangs, east of Surat,  p732 ) This major tribal festival is held a week before Holi in the 
little-visited forested region called The Dangs, near the Maharashtra border.
Mahakali (Mar/Apr; Pavagadh,  p731 ) In the month of Chaitra, pilgrims pay tribute to the goddess Mahakali at 
Pavagadh hill, near Vadodara.
Janmastami (Aug/Sep; Dwarka,  p753 ) This important festival celebrates Krishnaľs birthday.
Tarnetar Fair (Aug/Sep; Tarnetar, northeast of Rajkot,  p757 ) In the month of Bhadra, the Trineteshwar Temple at 
Tarnetar, 65km northeast of Rajkot, hosts this extraordinarily colourful fair, an opportunity for dressed-to-impress 
tribal men and women to find spouses. Men are seated under glorious embroidered chhatris (umbrellas) so that 
women can check them out to see who they fancy. Gujarat Tourism arranges accommodation for the fair, and special 
state buses go to/from Rajkot.
Navratri (Sep/Oct; statewide; www.navratrifestival.com) The Festival of Nine Nights is a fantastic time to be in 
Gujarat. The festival leads up to Dussehra and is devoted to the worship of Durga, the mother goddess. Junctions 
and market places are filled with nightly garbas ! where people dress up in sparkling finery to perform entrancing 
dances till the early hours ! itľs a great festival for foreigners to join in.
Dussehra (Sep/Oct; statewide) Dussehra is the culmination of Navratri, and celebrates the victory of Durga and 
Rama over the demon king Ravana, with more all-night dancing and often fireworks.
Kartik Purnima (Nov/Dec; Somnath,  p745 ) A large fair at the full moon of Kartik Purnima.
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in 1411 by Ahmed Shah, at the spot where he 
saw a hare chasing a dog (he was impressed 
by its bravery), Ahmedabad was thought to 
be one of the finest cities in India in the 17th 
century, but by the 18th century its influ-
ence had waned. Its industrial strength once 
again raised the city to prominence, becom-
ing a huge textile centre from the second half 
of the 19th century, which resulted in much 
immigration to man the mills. From 1915 it 
became famous as the site of Gandhiľs ashram. 
In 1970 the last mills closed and the subse-
quent economic hardship may have been a 
contributing factor in the communal unrest 
that split the city in 2002.

Orientation  
On the eastern bank of the Sabarmati River 
Mahatma Gandhi (MG) Rd and Relief Rd run 
east to the train station, about 3km away. The 
old city spreads north and south of Relief Rd. 
The busy road flanking the western bank of 
the Sabarmati is known as Ashram Rd and 
leads to Sabarmati Ashram. The airport is 
to the northeast. Most of the old city walls 
are now demolished, although some gates 
remain.

Information  
BOOKSHOPS  

Crossword (Map  p719 ; Shree Krishna Centre, Mithakali 
Six Rd; h10.30am-9pm) A bookworm bonanza. Also has 
CDs, maps and a ĿBaristaľ coffee shop.

INTERNET ACCESS  

Cyberworld (Map  p719 ; Shree Krishna Centre, Mithakali 
Six Rd; per 30min Rs 16; h10am-10pm)
iWay (Map  p721 ; per hr Rs 25; h8am-11.30pm) 
Convenient and fast; opposite the train station.
Reliance Webworld (Map  p719 ; CG Rd; per 3hr Rs 100; 

h9.30am-10pm) Part of the broadband chain.
Relief Cyber Café (Map  p721 ; Relief Rd; per hr Rs 20)
Opposite Relief Cinema.

LEFT LUGGAGE  

Train Station (Map  p721 ; per 24hr Rs 10; h7.30am-
3pm, 3.30-11pm & 11.30pm-7am)

MEDICAL SERVICES  

Civil Hospital (Map  p719 ; %27474359) Located 2.5km 
north of Ahmedabad train station.

MONEY  

 For changing travellers cheques and currency, 
try the following:

Bank of Baroda (Map  p719 ; %27541093; Ashram Rd) 
Gives cash advances on Visa cards.
Green Channel Travel Services (Map  p719 ; 

%26560489; 5/6 Sun Complex, CG Rd; h10am-6pm 
Mon-Sat) Amex representatives. 
State Bank of India (Map  p721 ; %25506800) Near 
Lal Darwaja (the local bus stand).
Wall Street Finances (Map  p719 ; %26426682; CG Rd) 

There are many ATMs, including:
HDFC (Map  p719 ; Ashram Rd)
HSBC (Map  p719 ; CG Rd)
Standard Chartered (Map  p719 ; CG Rd)

POST  

Main post office (Map  p721 ; %23220977; Ramanial 
Sheth Rd) Off Relief Rd.

TOURIST INFORMATION  

 The helpful state tourist office, Gujarat Tour-
ism (Map  p719 ; %26589172; www.gujarattourism.com; 

h10.30am-1.30pm & 2-6pm Mon-Sat, closed 2nd & 4th Sat 
of month), is off Ashram Rd. Ask autorickshaw 
drivers for HK House. If youľre there between 
11am and 1pm Monday to Friday, ask for 
Hemant Pradhan, the senior tourist officer, a 
charismatic, exuberant mine of information 
(you can also call to make an appointment).

Staff can also arrange car hire or fast-paced 
five-day tours to Saurashtra and northern Gu-
jarat/southern Rajasthan (around Rs 3000; 
worth considering if your time is short). 
Prices include all transport, accommodation 
and guide fees. Check out the excellent web-
site for details.

Sights  
BHADRA FORT & TEEN DARWAJA  

Bhadra Fort (Map p721 ; Lal Darwaja), built by the 
cityľs founder, Ahmed Shah, in 1411, now 
houses government offices. Ask for access 
to the roof, where you can check out the for-
midable structure, a perfunctory gallows and 
good views of the surrounding streets. Two 
of the fort bastions partly collapsed in the 
2001 earthquake. To the east stands the Teen 
Darwaja (Triple Gateway), which was the gate-
way into the Royal Square, or Maidan Shahi, 
where royal processions and polo games took 
place. The gate too was damaged by the 2001 
tremors, but has been repaired.

MOSQUES & MAUSOLEUMS  

The  Jama Masjid (Map  p721 ), built by Ahmed 
Shah in 1423, is to the east of the Teen Dar-
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waja. Demolished Hindu and Jain temples 
provided the building materials. The 260 
columns support 15 domes at different 
ele vations. There were once two Ŀshakingľ 
minarets, but they lost half their height in 
the great earthquake of 1819 and collapsed 
after another tremor in 1957. The 2001 earth-
quake then took its toll, leaving cracks in the 

masonry and destroying several jalis (carved 
marble lattice screens).

The  Tomb of Ahmed Shah (Map  p721 ), con-
structed after his death in 1442, stands outside 
the Jama Masjidľs east gate, and includes the 
cenotaphs of his son and grandson. Women 
are not allowed to go into the central cham-
ber. Across the street on a raised platform 
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is his queenľs tomb, now a market and in 
poor shape.

Southwest of Bhadra Fort and dating from 
1414,  Ahmed Shahľs Mosque (Map  p721 ) was one 
of the cityľs earliest mosques. It has an elabor-
ately carved ceiling with a circular symmetry 
reminiscent of Hindu and Jain temples, and 
beautiful pillars and jalis.

Sidi Saiyadľs Mosque (Map  p721 ; Dr Tankaria Rd), close 
to the river, was once part of the old citadel 
wall. Constructed in 1573 by Sidi Saiyad, a 
sometime slave of Ahmed Shah, it is one of 
Ahmedabadľs most stunning buildings, with 
exquisite jalis Ň spider-web fine Ň depicting 
the intricate intertwining of the branches of 
a tree.

North of the centre,  Rani Rupmatiľs Mosque
(Map  p719 ), built between 1430 and 1440, 
was named after the Hindu wife of the sul-
tan. The minarets were damaged in the great 
earthquake of 1819. The dome is elevated to 
allow light in around its base. Like so many 
of Ahmedabadľs early mosques, it combines 
elements of Hindu and Islamic design.

The small  Rani Sipriľs Mosque (Map  p721 ), 
southeast of the centre, is also known as the 
Masjid-e-Nagira (Jewel of a Mosque) because 
of its graceful construction, with slender 
minarets Ň again a blend of styles. Itľs said to 
have been commissioned in 1514 by a wife of 
Sultan Mahmud Begara after he executed their 
son for some minor misdemeanour Ň she is 
also buried here.

South of Ahmedabad station, outside 
Sarangpur Gate, the  Sidi Bashir Mosque (Map 
 p719 ) is famed for its 21.3m-high shaking 
minarets (jhulta minars). Built to shake to 
protect against earthquake damage, this cer-
tainly worked in 2001. 

The shaking minarets of the  Raj Babri Mosque, 
southeast of Ahmedabad station in Gomtipur, 
were destroyed by their ingenuity, as one was 
partially dismantled by an inquisitive English-
man in an unsuccessful attempt to find out 
how it worked. It was never completely re-
paired, then in 2001 both minarets collapsed. 
Repairs continue.

TEMPLES  

Outside Delhi Gate, north of the old city, 
the Jain  Hatheesingh Temple (Map  p719 ; Balvantrai 
Mehta Rd) is typically fine and made of deli-
cately carved white marble. Built in 1848, 
itľs dedicated to Dharamanath, the 15th Jain 
tirthankar (great teacher).

Dive into the old cityľs narrow streets to 
find the glorious, multicoloured, woodcarved 
Swaminarayan Temple (Map  p721 ), a great, 
grand haveli (traditional, ornately decorated 
residence) dating from 1850, enclosed in a 
large courtyard. 

KANKARIA LAKE  

Built in 1451, this polygonal lake (Map  p719 ), 
southeast of the city, is a breath of fresh air, 
and a popular place for a promenade. There 
is a grand colonial Dutch tomb nearby, one 
of Gujaratľs oldest.

SARKHEJ ROSA  

Located 8km southwest of the city, Sarkhej 
Rosa (%26828675; admission free; h6am-10pm) is a 
fascinating collection of Islamic buildings. 
They cluster around a great tank, constructed 
by Sultan Mahmud Shah I (1458Ň1511).

By the entrance is the tomb of Sultan Mah-
mud Begada, with geometric jalis casting pat-
terns of light on the floor. 

Shaikh Ahmed Khattu (his name means 
Ŀbestower of wealthľ) lived at Sarkhej and built 
this mosque with a great open space in front of 
the prayer hall, surrounded by domes.

A return rickshaw here will cost around 
Rs 150.

BAOLIS  

Dada Hari Wav (Map  p719 ; admission free; hdawn-dusk), 
built in 1499 by a woman of Sultan Begaraľs 
harem, has steps to lower platforms, terminat-
ing at a small, octagonal well. The depths are 
cool, even on the hottest day. Neglected and 
often bone dry, itľs a fascinating and eerie place. 
The best time to visit and photograph the well 
is between 10am and 11am (earlier in the sum-
mer; later in the winter); at other times the sun 
doesnľt penetrate to the various levels. Bus 34 
and 111 (Rs 5) to Asarwa stops nearby.

Mata Bhavaniľs Well (Map  p719 ) is about 
200m north of Dada Hariľs. Thought to be 
several hundred years older, itľs less ornate 
and used as a simple Hindu temple.

CALICO MUSEUM OF TEXTILES  

This  museum (%27868172; Shahibag; admission free; 

h10.30am-12.30pm, no entry after 11am & 2.45-4.45pm, 
no entry after 3.15pm Thu-Tue) contains one of the 
worldľs finest collections of antique and 
modern Indian  textiles Ň there are some as-
toundingly beautiful pieces here, displaying 
incredible virtuosity and extravagance. 
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There are two parts to the museum: first, 
the Calico Museumľs main textile galleries, 
which can only be visited in the morning ses-
sion, and second, Invisible Presence: Images 
and Abodes of Indian Deities, which explores 
depictions of Indian gods, with indoor and 
outdoor exhibits, also including textile galler-
ies, which can only be visited in the afternoon. 
Itľs worth making time to visit both parts of 
the museum. Opposite the Underbridge, the 
museum is part of the Sarabhai Foundation, 
housed in a haveli constructed from old vil-
lage houses, with wonderful woodcarving. Itľs 
4.5km north of the city. Take bus 101, 102 or 
105 (Rs 5) through Delhi Gate. An autorick-
shaw should cost Rs 40.

Photography is prohibited.

OTHER MUSEUMS  

The excellent  City Museum (Map  p719 ; %26578369; 
Sanskar Kendra; admission free; h10am-6pm Tue-Sun), 
housed in a striking Le Corbusier building 
reminiscent of a multistorey car park, covers 
Ahmedabadľs history, with sections on the 
cityľs religious communities, Gandhi and the 
Independence struggle. On the ground floor is 
the  Kite Museum (Map  p719 ; admission free; h10am-8pm 
Tue-Sun) with a selection of patterned tissue-
paper kites resembling trapped butterflies.

The  Lalbhai Dalpatbhai Museum (Map  p719 ; 

%26306883; admission free; h11.30am-5pm Tue-Sun), 
near Gujarat University, houses fine stone, 
marble and wood carvings from around India, 
as well as local bronzes, cloth paintings and 
coins. Among the sculptures is a sandstone 
carving from Madhya Pradesh dating from 
the 6th century AD, the oldest-known carved 
image of the god Rama.

Nearby is the  NC Mehta Gallery (Map  p719 ; 

%26302463, ext 31; admission free; h10.30am-5.30pm 

Tue-Sun Jul-Apr, 8.30am-12.30pm Tue-Sun May-Jun) with an 
important collection of jewel-like illustrated 
manuscripts and miniatures. Best known is 
Chaurapanchasika (Fifty Love Lyrics of a 
Thief), written by Vilhana, an 11th-century 
Kashmiri poet sentenced to be hanged for lov-
ing the kingľs daughter. Just before his execu-
tion he composed the poems and so impressed 
the king that there was a lucky turnaround 
for Vilhana and the king gave his daughter 
to him in marriage.

The  Shreyas Folk Museum (%26601338; Indian/for-
eigner Rs 7/45; h10am-1.30pm & 2-5.30pm Fri-Tue), about 
2.5km west of the river, in the suburb of Am-
bavadi, displays an impressive range of Gujarati 
folk arts and crafts, with elaborately decorated 
everyday items, including textiles, clothing and 
woodcarving. Take bus 34 or 200 (Rs 5), or an 
autorickshaw costs around Rs 30.

The Utensil Museum (%26602422; Vishalla; admis-
sion Rs 8, camera/video Rs 50/100; h11am-3pm & 4.30-
10pm), opposite Vasana Tol Naka, displays the 
graceful practicality of pots, with around 3500 
utensils.

GUJARAT SCIENCE CITY  

This educational theme park (%65220111; www
.scity.org; Hebatpur; h3-9pm daily), on the road to 
Gandhinagar, is well worth a visit. Features 
include an IMAX theatre (tickets Rs 100-125, hourly), 
the interactive Hall of Science, a 30-seater Thrill 
Ride Simulator, a spot-lit Musical Fountain (with 
shows at 7.30pm, 8.10pm and 8.45pm), and 
an Energy Education Park. Planet Earth is under 
construction.

SABARMATI ASHRAM  

About 5km from the centre, peacefully set on 
the riverľs west bank, this  ashram (%27557277; 
admission free; h8.30am-6.30pm) was Gandhiľs head-

WATERY WONDERS  

The profound significance of water in the drought-prone districts of Gujarat and Rajasthan is set 

in stone in step wells Ň baolis ( baoris in Rajasthan) Ň elaborate constructions unique to northwest-

ern India. Ancient Hindu scriptures venerate those who build communal wells. With the natural 

Indian inclination to turn the functional into works of art, elaborate water-storage structures were 

developed, first by Hindus and then under the Mughals. Although the nobility considered it a 

religious obligation to construct these, the wells were evidently status symbols Ň the grandeur 

and artistry reflected the power and sensibility of their patrons. Often attached to temples so 

that devotees could bathe, the  baolis were also meeting places, with verandas where people 

could take refuge from the fierce summer heat, and stopping places on the long caravan routes. 

Reliant on rainfall and ground water, and fulfilling so many differing watery needs, the wells are 

not the cleanest of containers, but certainly beautiful.
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quarters during the long struggle for Indian 
independence. He founded the ashram in 1915 
and it moved to its current site a few years later. 
It was from here on 12 March 1930 that Gandhi 
set out on his famous Salt March to the Gulf 
of Cambay in a symbolic protest. Handicrafts, 
handmade paper and spinning wheels are still 
produced on the site Ň thereľs a paper factory
(h11am-5pm Mon-Sat) over the road thatľs worth 
a look (ask at the ashram for permission). Gan-
dhiľs poignant, spartan living quarters are pre-
served and thereľs an excellent pictorial record 
of his life. The library contains the letter sent by 
Gandhi to Hitler on 23 July 1939 asking him to 
pull back from war. Gandhi was imprisoned at 
Sabarmati Jail, just down the road, in 1922.

Thereľs usually a sound-and-light show Ň 
telephone for current times. Bus 81, 83/1 or 
84/1 (Rs 5) run here. An autorickshaw costs 
about Rs 30.

Courses  
 The  Darpana Academy (Map  p719 ; %27550566; www
.darpana.com; Ashram Rd, Usmanpura; hJul-Apr) was 
founded in 1949 and teaches Indian classical 
 dance. Courses cost US$50 per week (two 
hours per day).

Tours  
 The Municipal Corporation (%9824032866; Indian/
foreigner Rs 20/50) runs fascinating heritage walk-
ing tours through the old city. They start from 
the Swaminarayan Temple at 8am and finish 
near the Jama Masjid around 10.30am. Itľs 
advisable to book. The tours, through narrow, 
confusing streets and past dilapidated, carved 
wooden houses, are an excellent way to get a 
feel for the city and its pols (neighbourhoods). 
Commentaries are given in English and thereľs 
a brief slide show beforehand.

The Municipal Corporation has also col-
laborated with the House of MG (see  p724 ) 
to develop an ingenious audio guide walk 
(Rs 100). Beginning at the famed hotel, this 
80-minute MP3-guided walk takes an alterna-
tive route through the Old City, ending at the 
Bholantah Divetia Haveli. This finely carved 
house is now a museum-in-progress.

Thereľs also a Gandhi-inspired walk that 
takes in the key monuments of the freedom 
struggle.

Sleeping  
 As a part of the Walled City Revitalisation 
project, several heritage homes have been 

restored with modern facilities. A few have 
started accommodating guests, and itľs a 
fascinating way to experience Ahmeda-
bad. Contact the Municipal Corporation 
(%9824032866).

Otherwise, many budget hotels are scat-
tered around noisy, polluted Relief Rd. Some 
have 24-hour check-out, although most top-
end hotels will turf you out at a stingy 9am. 
Day rates (ideal for those awaiting a night 
train) are about half-price.

BUDGET  

The following have shared bathroom unless 
otherwise indicated.

Hotel Cadillac (Map  p721 ; %5507558; Advance Cinema 
Rd, opposite Electricity House; dm Rs 60, r Rs 100-150) This 
is a good cheap option.

Hotel Gulmarg (Map  p721 ; %25507202; Dr Tankaria 
Rd; s/d Rs 150/200) Near Sidi Sayadľs Mosque, this 
4th-floor place has a range of decrepit, dusty 
but spacious rooms, with clean bathrooms, 
and most have a TV and telephone. Stretch 
your calves if the lift isnľt working.

Hotel Naigra (Map  p721 ; %22172204; s/d with private 
bathroom Rs 200/350, with AC Rs 400/500; a) Just off 
Relief Rd, near Zakaria Masjid, this Ŀultra-mod-
ern and luxurious guesthouseľ is kidding itself, 
but remains friendly and quiet, with cramped, 
rather grubby rooms, some with balcony. 

Hotel Sahil (Map  p721 ; %25507351; Dr Tankaria Rd; 
s/d/tr with private bathroom from Rs 300/400/500) Op-
posite the Advance Cinema, this hotel has 
small, slipshod rooms, some immeasurably 
better than others.

MIDRANGE  

All of these have private bathroom.
Hotel Comfort (Map  p721 ; %5503014; Relief Rd; s/d Rs 

350/450, deluxe with AC Rs 450/550; a) Hotel Comfort 
is a dependable midrange option, with chatty 
management, and clean, comfortable rooms. 
Ask to see a few because some lack a window. 
Itľs opposite Electricity House.

Hotel Alka (Map  p721 ; %25500830; hotelalka@usa.net; 
Ramanial Sheth Rd; s/d Rs 350/500, with AC Rs 550/675;a)
This is a minor revelation set above a garage. 
It has smart, clean rooms, and friendly staff. 
The triple rooms (Rs 700 with AC) make you 
wish you had more friends.

Gandhi Ashram Guest House (%27559342; s/d Rs 
500/675, with AC Rs 900/1100; a) Opposite Sabar-
mati Ashram, 5km from the centre, is this 
relatively tranquil, state-run option, that re-
cently underwent a successful facelift. Rooms 
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have balconies facing a leafiness thatľs unusual 
in this city. Thereľs a stingy 9am checkout.

Moti Mahal Guest House (Map  p721 ;%22121881; 
Kapasia Bazaar; s/d Rs 400/450, with AC Rs 500/600) Near 
the train station, this brand new guest house 
is jovially run by the same crowd as the 
famed restaurant downstairs (see  right ). It 
offers glossy, slightly cramped rooms, all with 
modern bathrooms.

Hotel Kamran (Map  p721 ; %25509586; GPO Rd; s/
d from Rs 400/500, with AC from Rs 550/650; a) This 
unassuming option has comfortable rooms 
(cheaper ones are a bargain), and is located 
near the post office.

Hotel Balwas (Map  p721 ; %25507135; Relief Rd; s/d 
with balcony Rs 425/550, with AC Rs 525/650; a) Here, 
rooms at the front have balconies overlook-
ing the Relief Rd mayhem. AC rooms are at 
the back and a bit larger and quieter, but all 
are good value.

Hotel Volga (Map  p721 ; %25509497; volga@icenet
.net; s/d Rs 450/600, with AC Rs 650-900; a) This is the 
premier option in town, tucked in a quiet 
alley off Relief Rd, with smart, spic-and-span 
rooms, more dashingly decorated than most, 
and sharp, attentive service.

Ritz Inn (Map  p721 ; %22123842; Station Rd; s/d with 
AC Rs 1350/1650; ai) Near the railway station, 
this smart hotel has unusual class, with com-
fortable rooms done out in Art Deco style. 
Thereľs a good veggie restaurant. Check-out is 
24 hour and it offers free airport transfer.

TOP END  

All these places accept major credit cards.
House of MG (Map  p721 ; %25506946; www.house

ofmg.com; Dr Tankaria Rd; s/d from Rs 3000/4000, ste from 
Rs 5000; a) This 1920s building (with two ex-
cellent restaurants; see  right ) was once the 
home of industrialist Sheth Mangaldas Gird-
hardas, converted into a beautiful heri tage 
hotel with vast, veranda-edged suites beauti-
fully and simply decorated, with great atten-
tion to detail and excellent service. Itľs an icon 
of the upper classes, and hugely popular with 
Indians and foreigners alike. The new indoor 
swimming pool and health club are ideal anti-
dotes to a day on foot. Book in advance online 
to receive up to 30% discount. You can also 
purchase the furniture or accessories from 
your room.

Cama Hotel (Map  p721 ; %25601234; www.cama
hotelsindia.com; Khanpur Rd; r Rs 3600-4600; as) The 
Camaľs unusually large rooms are carefully 
finished with light wood writing desks, and 

comfy beds. Pay a little extra for a room with 
a view of the Sabarmati. 

Meridian Ahmedabad (Map  p721 ; %25505505; 
Khanpur Rd; s/d from Rs 6000/6500, ste Rs 12,000; as)
This is a better-than-average Meridian venture 
that towers over the fragile shacks along the 
river bank. All rooms are sumptuous and the 
suites are palatial. The price includes breakfast 
and free airport transfer. Thereľs an indoor 
swimming pool (Rs 250 nonguests), spa and 
sauna.

Taj Residency Ummed (%66661234; residency
.ahmedabad@tajhotels.com; International Airport Circle, Hansol; 
d US$165-180, ste US$350-500) Located close to the 
airport, this new addition to the Taj empire 
caters predominantly to the high-flying busi-
ness crowd. Pool-facing doubles are good 
value, and the deluxe suites are superb.

Eating  
As capital of this  foodie state, Ahmedabad 
has some superb restaurants. Itľs a great place 
to sample the Gujarati thali Ň the traditional 
all-you-can-eat vegetarian meal, but with a 
greater variety of dishes, lighter and less oily 
than Punjabi food and with several sweet 
dishes.

RESTAURANTS  

Nishat Restaurant (Map  p721 ; Khas Bazaar; dishes Rs 18-
62; h11am-4pm & 7-11.30pm; a) This welcoming 
place gets packed in the evenings with Muslim 
men smashing hearty veg and, more often, 
nonveg tandooris dishes.

Moti Mahal (Map  p721 ; Kapasia Bazaar; dishes Rs 20-70; 

h5-1am) Ahmedabadľs oldest restaurant is 
still going strong, with a long Indian menu, 
and a regularly updated specials board. You 
can eat downstairs in an open-fronted simple 
restaurant, or upstairs in small elevated cubby 
holes and behind grills for more privacy.

Green House (Map  p721 ; House of MG, Dr Tankaria 
Rd; dishes Rs 30-60; h7am-11pm; a) Downstairs 
from Agashiye, this relaxed eatery has outdoor 
courtyard seating and a laid-back AC room. 
The food is delicate and delicious: try deli-
cious panki, a thin pancake cooked between 
banana leaves; or divine malpura, a sweet, 
deep-fried pancake in saffron syrup, topped 
with rose petals. Donľt leave without trying 
the hand-churned ice cream. 

Nutan (Map  p721 ; Opposite Dinbai Tower; dishes Rs 30-63)
An immensely popular pure veg eatery thatľs 
packed with businessmen at lunchtime. They 
also do a side trade in hotel room service.
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Hotel ZK (Map  p721 ; Opposite Relief Cinema; dishes Rs 
35-90) Slick new AC restaurant, with tinted 
windows and impeccable service. The Afghan 
curry is amazing and all the paneer dishes 
are great.

TCľs (Map  p719 ; ground fl, Aakash Ganga; dishes Rs 35-
140; h11am-11pm) This trendy little café behind 
Gujarat College offers pita and hummus, Viet-
namese noodles and Indian dishes tweaked 
for Western tastes, all in a bright diner setting, 
complete with rock music, big TV screens 
and Americanised waiters. Red bull cocktails 
(Rs 150) are about as wild as this party 
gets.

Gopi Dining Hall (Map  p721 ; Ashram Rd; thalis Rs 
45-65; h10am-3pm & 6-10.30pm) Just off the west 
end of Ellis Bridge, opposite the Town Hall, 
this small restaurant is a much-loved thali 
institution. The evening meal is spicier and 
heavier.

Mint (Map  p719 ; G-36 Shree Krishna Centre, Mithakhali 
Circle; dishes Rs 40-105) This is a cool, small, mint-
coloured place for the moneyed, with a calm 
atmosphere and good snacks, from Gujarati 
favourites such as pav bhaji (spiced vege tables 
with bread) to international comfort food 
such as cheese-topped mashed potatoes.

Toran Dining Hall (Map  p721 ; Opposite Sales India; thali Rs 
80; h11am-3pm & 7-10pm) Ahmedabad has a new 
champion in the thali stakes! Gung-ho staff 
knock up delicious, never-ending Gujarati 
specialities to a mostly middle-class crowd.

Mirch Masala (Map  p719 ; CG Rd; dishes Rs 49-159; 

h12.30-3pm & 7-11pm) Lively and popular, with 
lots of bright pictures, puppets and film pos-
ters. Although à la carte is good for dinner, the 
lunch specials (Rs 89) are brilliant value. 

Vishalla (%26602422; lunch Rs 71, dinner Rs 179; 

h11am-3pm & 8-11pm) On the southern edge of 
town, opposite Vasana Tol Naka, Vishalla is a 
magical eating experience, evoking a traditional 
Gujarati village. You eat a veggie thali seated on 
the floor in rustic wooden huts, and the com-
plex includes craft stalls and a fascinating Uten-
sil Museum ( p722 ). Dinner is accompanied by 
puppet or magic shows and traditional music. 
Bus 150 will take you nearby; an autorickshaw 
costs Rs 45 (about Rs 70 return).

Agashiye (Map  p721 ; House of MG, Dr Tankaria Rd; lunch 
reg/deluxe Rs 195/295, dinner reg/deluxe Rs 255/375; hnoon-
2.30pm & 7-11pm) This is Ahmedabadľs best din-
ing experience. On the rooftop of one of the 
cityľs finest mansions, the lovely terrace is an 
oasis of calm and space, candle-lit at night, a 
world away from the congested streets. The 

menu, which changes daily, includes dainty 
little snacks, a multitude of ravishingly tasty 
vegetable dishes, sweets and ice cream.

QUICK EATS  

Havmor (Map  p719 ; Stadium Complex; ice cream Rs 15-70)
Ahmedabad is famous for its ice cream and 
the Havmor ice-cream bar, behind Navrang-
pura bus stop, has tons of flavours.

Tea Centre (Map  p719 ; Vijay Char Rasta; dishes Rs 10-80)
A calm place to sip sophisticated chai, above 
a busy chowk (intersection). The iced teas are 
heavenly Ň try the caiparinha.

Rasranjan Food Court (Map  p719 ; Vijay Cross Rd, Na-
vrangpura Rasta, CG Rd; dishes Rs 15-78; h11am-11pm)
A popular, bustling food emporium offering 
fast-food South Indian and Punjabi dishes, 
with sweets and chaat downstairs.

Excellent Muslim street food is available 
near Teen Darwaja on Bhathiyar Gali (Map 
 p721 ), a small street parallel to MG Rd. You 
can get a good feed for about Rs 25 from the 
evening stalls, with halal meat, fish and vege-
tarian dishes. The Law Garden Night Market 
(Map  p719 ) is also good for street food.

Shopping  
Law Garden Night Market (Map  p719 ; Law Garden) This 
evening market is packed with stalls selling 
glittering wares from craft-rich Kutch and 
Saurashtra, under the beguiling light of kero-
sene lamps. Itľs chock-a-block with cholis
(backless mirrored blouses) and richly dec-
orated chaniyas (long, wide traditional skirts), 
both traditionally worn at Navratri (see the 
boxed text,  p717 ); intensely embroidered wall 
hangings; costume jewellery and more.

Gurjari (Map  p719 ; Ashram Rd; h10am-2pm & 3-7pm)
South of Gujarat Tourism is this state empor-
ium on several floors, with some fantastic 
finds if you rummage around, including funky 
clothes and silk saris. 

Garvi Handloom House (Map  p719 ; Ashram Rd; 

h10.30am-8pm) Opposite Gurjari, this place 
sells a range of textiles. 

Gamthiwala (Map  p721 ; Manekchowk; h11am-1pm & 
2-7pm Mon-Sat) In the old city, this sells excellent 
quality block-printed textiles and gorgeous, 
thick cotton.

Asal (5 Tejpal Society; h10am-8pm) An extraor-
dinary dung-floored organic shop that is well 
worth seeking out Ň so eco-friendly that itľs lit 
by candles rather than electricity in the eve-
nings. It sells utensils, khadi fabric, Ayurvedic 
spices, herbal bath soaps, oils and essences.
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Bandhej (Map  p719 ; Shree Krishna Centre, Mithakali 
Six Rd; h10am-8pm) This boutique feels like it 
got lost en route to New York, and has some 
beautiful traditional clothes and furnishings 
at upmarket prices.

Banascraft (Map  p719 ; 8-9 Chandan Complex, CG Rd; 

h10.30am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 6.30pm Sun) The retail 
outlet of the Self-Employed Womenľs As-
sociation (SEWA; see the boxed text,  below ). 
It sells embroidered shawls, clothes and wall 
hangings.

Ravivari (Map  p721 ; hdawn-dusk Sun) This river-
side flea market is a crazy mass of animals, 
music, crockery, clothing and gadgets that 
makes for fascinating rummaging.

Getting There & Away  
AIR  

 Two recommended booking agents are 
Parshwanath Travels (Map  p719 ; %27544142; parsh-
trvl@wilnetonline.net; Ashram Rd; h10am-6.30pm Mon-Sat)
and Express Travels (Map  p719 ; %26588602; express@
wilnetonline.net; h11am-6.30pm Mon-Sat), around the 
corner from Gujarat Tourism. Both places 
accept major credit cards.

Air India (Map  p719 ; %26585382; Premchand House, 
Ashram Rd), near the High Court building, has 
flights to New York (US$740) and Chicago 
(US$850) via Mumbai and London (£278).

Indian Airlines (Map  p721 ; %26585622, airport office 
22867237; Relief Rd; h10am-5pm) is near the Nehru 
Bridge. It flies to Sharjah (Rs 14,100), Kuwait 
(Rs 19,225) and Muscat (Rs 14,095). 

Singapore Airlines (%30012840), off CG Rd, 
flies to/from Singapore.

Jet Airways (Map  p719 ; %27543304; Ashram Rd; 

h10am-6.30pm Mon-Fri, to 4pm Sat & Sun) flies regu-
larly to Mumbai (US$95 to US$140; daily 
connections to Goa) and Delhi (US$100 to 
US$190).

BUS  

Private buses from the north drop you at 
Naroda Rd, about 7km northwest of the city 
centre Ň an autorickshaw will complete the 
journey for around Rs 50.

Leaving from the bus stand near Rani 
Sipriľs Mosque, State Transport Corporation (STC; 
Map  p721 ; %25463360) buses go to Vadodara (Rs 
60, two hours, every 10 minutes), as well as 
hourly to Jamnagar (Rs 115, seven hours), 
Junagadh (Rs 120, eight hours), Bhavnagar 
(Rs 90, four hours) and Rajkot (Rs 95, 4½ 
hours).

If youľre travelling long distances, private 
buses are quicker; some offices are east of 
the STC bus stand. Punjab Travels (Map  p719 ; 

h9am-9pm); Embassy Market (%26589200; off Ashram 
Rd); Shefali Shopping Centre (%26579999; Pritamnagar Rd) 
offers a number of intercity services, includ-
ing to Ajmer (ordinary/sleeper Rs 200/320, 
11 hours), Aurangabad (ordinary/sleeper Rs 
320/420, 16½ hours), Jaipur (ordinary/sleeper 
Rs 250/360, 14½ hours), Jodhpur (Rs 210, 
11 hours) and Udaipur (ordinary/sleeper 
Rs 130/220, seven hours). 

SEWA  

The Self-Employed  Womenľs Association ( SEWA) is Gujaratľs largest union, comprising 700,000 

members in India (535,000 in Gujarat). Itľs based on the simple notion that poor women need 

organisation, not aid. 

Established in 1972, SEWA identifies three types of self-employed workers: hawkers and ven-

dors; home-based workers such as weavers, potters and bidi (handmade cigarette) rollers; and 

manual labourers and service providers such as agricultural labourers, construction workers and 

domestic workers.

SEWA assists self-employed workers to organise into unions and cooperatives, so that they 

can control the fruits of their own labours. SEWAľs approach focuses on health and childcare, 

literacy, appropriate housing and self-sufficiency, and the SEWA Academy conducts leadership 

training courses for its members. In Video SEWA, women make films on their issues and prob-

lems. SEWA is also active in the campaign for a needs-based minimum wage. Membership costs 

Rs 5 per annum. 

SEWA also runs a bank, giving many poor women their first access to a savings or reputable 

lending body, and provides access to legal aid.

The SEWA Reception Centre (Map  p721 ; %5506444; www.sewa.org; h10.30am-6pm Mon-Sat) is 

at the eastern end of Ellis Bridge. It has a range of literature and visitors are welcome. SEWAľs 

fixed-price handicrafts are sold at Banascraft ( above ). 
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New Limda Travels (Map  p719 ; %26579379; 5 
Shroff Chambers) is a recommended company 
(the sign is in Gujarati), with buses travelling 
to Palitana (Rs 130, 4½ hours), Bhavnagar 
(Rs 120, four hours) and Mumbai (ordinary/
sleeper/deluxe Rs 350/500/700, 24 hours). 
Bonny Travels (Map  p719 ; %26579265; Pritamnagar 
Rd; h6am-11pm) serves Jamnagar (Rs 220, six 
hours) and Rajkot (Rs 160, four hours) sev-
eral times daily.

TRAIN  

Thereľs a computerised booking office (Map  p721 ; 

%135; h8am-8pm Mon-Sat, to 2pm Sun) to the left 
as you exit Ahmedabad train station. Window 
6 handles the foreign-tourist quota, and you 
could try booking with your credit card at 
Window 7. 

Getting Around  
TO/FROM THE AIRPORT  

 The airport is 10km north of town; an auto-
rickshaw costs about Rs 100. A cheaper option 
is bus 105 from Lal Darwaja (Rs 6).

AUTORICKSHAW  

Autorickshaw drivers here use the meter (itľs 
the dial by their left knee) and are mostly 
honest, though the occasional rascal might 
try to fleece you. Travelling from Ahmedabad 
train station to Sidi Saiyadľs Mosque should 
cost about Rs 30.

AROUND AHMEDABAD  
Adalaj Wav  
 Adalaj Wav, 19km north of Ahmedabad, is 
among the finest of the Gujarati  baolis. Built 
by Queen Rudabai in 1499, it has three en-
trances leading to a huge platform that rests 
on 16 pillars, with corners marked by shrines. 
The octagonal well is five storeys deep. The 
baoli is decorated with exquisite stone carv-
ings; subjects range from eroticism to but-
termilk. The Gandhinagar bus will get you 
within walking distance (ask the conductor 
where to get off). An autorickshaw costs Rs 
300 return.

Nal Sarovar Bird Sanctuary  
 This  116-sq- km lake, located some 60km south-
west of Ahmedabad, is a flood of ceaseless blue 
dissolving into the sky, surrounded by iron-flat 
plains. Between November and February, the 
sanctuary (Indian/foreigner Rs 10/250, car Rs 20, video Rs 2500)
sees flocks of indigenous and migratory birds 
with as many as 250 species passing through the 
park. Ducks, geese, pelicans and flamingos are 
best seen early in the morning (aim for 5.30am) 
and in the evening.

The sanctuary is busiest at weekends and 
on holidays. To see the birds, itľs best to hire a 
boat (Rs 100 per hour) for a few hours. Donľt 
let your guide scare the birds.

Take supplies such as mineral water and 
food, as thereľs no café. Gujarat Tourism runs 

MAJOR TRAINS FROM AHMEDABAD  

Destination Train No & name Departure Duration (hr) Fare (Rs)

Bhavnagar  9271 Bhavnagar Exp  6.20am 5¼ 154/403* (SL/3AC)
Bhuj 9115 Bandra-Bhuj Exp  11.59pm 7¾ 172/454*/709
Delhi 2957 Rajdhani 5.25pm (Tue-Sun) 14¼ 1200/1785
 2915 Ashram Exp 5.45pm 18½ 346/919*/1421
 9105 Delhi Mail  9.50am 19½ 326/889*
Goa  
Jamnagar 9005 Saurashtra Mail 5.40am 6½ 166/437* (SL/3AC)
Mumbai 2010 Shatabdi 2.30pm (Sat-Thu) 7¼ 690/1315
 2902 Gujarat Mail 10.05pm 8¾ 235/604*/925
Porbandar 9215 Saurashtra Exp 8.15pm 10¼ 206/548*
Rajkot 1464 Rajkot Exp 8.15am (Thu, Sat-Tue) 5 139/360* (SL/3AC)
Udaipur  9944 Sarai Rohilla Exp  11.05pm 8½ 154/621
Vadodara 2010 Shatabdi 2.30pm (Sat-Thu) 1½ 270/520 

Rajdhani fares are 3AC/2AC; Shatabdi fares are chair/executive; Express and Mail fares are 2nd 

class/chair car or sleeper for day trains, sleeper/AC sleeper for overnight trains (* = 3-tier). To 

calculate 1st-class and other fares see the table,  p1180 .
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a group of pod-like huts (%079-26589172; d Rs 800)
outside the sanctuary boundary.

Buses are infrequent (Rs 35, 2½ hours); 
your best bet may be a taxi from Ahmedabad 
(return around Rs 1000).

Lothal  
 About 85km southwest of Ahmedabad, this 
important archaeological site was discovered 
in 1954. The city that stood here 4500 years 
ago is clearly related to the Indus Valley cit-
ies of Mohenjodaro and Harappa, both in 
Pakistan. It has the same neat street pattern, 
carefully assembled, neat brickwork, and sci-
entific drainage system.

Lothal means Ŀmound of the deadľ in Gu-
jarati, as does Mohenjodaro in Sindhi. Excava-
tions have revealed a tidal dockyard (with a 
complex lock-gate system) Ň at its peak, this 
was probably one of the most important ports 
on the subcontinent. The Sabarmati River, 
which no longer runs past here, connected the 
dock to the Gulf of Cambay. Seals discovered 
at the site suggest that trade may have been 
conducted with the civilisations of Mesopo-
tamia, Egypt and Persia.

The archaeological museum (admission Rs 3; 

h10am-5pm Sat-Thu) at the site displays frag-
ments of this well-ordered civilisation, such as 
intricate seals, weights and measures, games 
and jewellery.

Palace  Utelia (%/fax 079-26445770; r Rs 2000), 7km 
from the archaeological site, by the Bhugavo 
River, is an imposing palace Ň complete with 
aged retainers Ň that dwarfs the village it over-
sees. The shabby rooms are overpriced, but itľs 
an unusual place with charm if not comfort.

Lothal is a long day trip from Ahmedabad. 
There are buses (Rs 68, three hours), or you 
can reach it via train to Bhurkhi (6km away), 
from where you can take a bus. Thereľs a train 
from Ahmedabad at 7.50am (2nd class Rs 41, 
three hours).

Modhera  
The  beautiful  Sun Temple (h8am-6pm) was built 
by King Bhimdev I in 1026 and 1027 and re-
sembles the better-known Konark temple in 
Orissa, which it predates by 200 years. It was 
similarly designed so that the dawn sun shone 
on the image of Surya, the sun god, during 
the equinoxes. The main hall and shrine are 
reached through a complex, pillared pavilion. 
The temple exterior is intricately and deli-
cately carved, showing demons and evolving 

gods. As at Somnath, this temple was ruined 
by Mahmud of Ghazni, but it remains impres-
sive. Fifty two intricately carved pillars depict 
scenes from the Ramayana and the Mahab-
harata. The interior contains a hall with 12 
niches representing Suryaľs different monthly 
manifestations. Erotic sculpture panels com-
plete the sensual decoration.

Itľs fronted by the Surya Kund, an extraor-
dinary rectangular  baoli that contains over 
100 shrines, resembling a sunken art gallery. 
Shrines to Ganesh, Vishnu and an incarna-
tion of Shiva surround the tank on its other 
three sides.

In January Modhera is also the scene for a 
three-day dance festival.

Modhera is 102km northwest of Ahmedabad. 
There are direct buses (Rs 68, 3½ hours), or you 
can take the train to Mahesana and then catch a 
bus to Modhera (26km). Buses from Zainabad 
stop at Modhera (Rs 27, 1½ hours, three daily), 
and go on to Patan (Rs 56, one hour).

Patan  
%02766  /  pop 112,038
 Patan is a dusty, little-visited town, but its 
narrow streets are lined by elaborate, faded 
wooden houses, and are worth exploring. 
They hold more than 100 Jain temples, the 
largest of which is  Panchasara Parasvanath. 

About 130km northwest of Ahmedabad, 
Patan was an ancient Hindu capital before being 
sacked by Mahmud of Ghazni in 1024 Ň the 
only sign of its former glory is Rani-ki-Vav (admis-
sion Indian/foreigner Rs 5/100; h8am-6pm), an astound-
ingly beautiful baoli, incongruously grand in this 
unassuming town. Built in 1050, the baoli is 
the oldest and finest in Gujarat and is remark-
ably well preserved Ň it was protected by centu-
ries of silt and restored in the 1980s.

Patanľs also famous for its beautiful Patola 
silk saris   produced in a torturously laborious 
process. Threads are painstakingly tie-dyed to 
create the pattern before the weaving process 
begins. To see them being made visit VK Salvi
(www.patanpatola.com; Salviwado, Patolawala St).

Neerav Hotel (%222127; s Rs 150, d Rs 200-400, r with 
AC Rs 900; a), near Kohinoor Cinema, is rea-
sonable, while nearby Anand Restaurant (Kilachand 
Shopping Centre; dishes around Rs 30) has good thalis 
and à la carte dishes.

Patan is 25km northwest of Mahesana. 
Buses from Ahmedabad take 3½ hours and 
cost Rs 55. There are buses from Zainabad (Rs 
60, 2½ hours, three daily), via Modhera.
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GANDHINAGAR  
pop 195,891
 Gandhinagar forms a striking contrast to 
Ahmedabad, with big broad avenues and lots 
of greenery. This is where state politicians 
live, in large, well-fortified houses. Although 
Ahmedabad became the capital of Gujarat 
when the old state of Mumbai was split, this 
new capital was planned 32km northeast on 
the west bank of the Sabarmati River. Named 
Gandhinagar after Mahatma Gandhi, itľs 
Indiaľs second planned city after Chandigarh. 
The secretariat was moved here in 1970.

The reason for visiting is spectacular  Ak-
shardham Temple (Ja Rd, Sector 20; h9.30am-6.30pm 
Tue-Sun), belonging to the wealthy Hindu 
Swaminarayan group. Built by nearly 1000 
artisans, it is an elaborately carved building 
constructed out of 6000 tonnes of pink sand-
stone and surrounded by manicured lawns 
and perfect trees. 

In September 2002, two suspected Islamist 
terrorists opened fire on visitors, murdering 
31 people, before they themselves were killed, 
but thereľs little trace of this tragedy today, 
other than some bullet grazes on the ceiling. 

Getting There & Away  
From Ahmedabad, buses to Gandhinagar (Rs 
16, 45 minutes, every 15 minutes) depart from 
the back northwest corner of Lal Darwaja and 
from the numerous stops along Ashram Rd.

VADODARA (BARODA)  
%0265  /  pop 1.49 million
 Vadodara (or  Baroda as itľs often known) is a 
cultured, harmonious university town 100km 
southeast of Ahmedabad, which explodes into 
life during festival season. The impressive mu-
seum, overwrought Indo-Saracenic palace and 
beautiful Tambekar Wada can be visited in a 
day or two, but the main reason for coming 
here is the nearby, wonderful Unesco World 
Heritage site Champaner, with its mosques 
lost in the landscape.

Prior to Independence, Vadodara was the 
capital of the princely Gaekwad state, and 
today prides itself as an educational centre, 
and home to the sprawling MS University.

Orientation & Information  
The train station, bus stands and hotels are 
on the west side of the Vishwarmurti River, 
which bisects the city. Tilak Rd connects the 
station with the main part of town. 

Thereľs an ICICI ATM at the train station 
and SBI and Standard Chartered ATMs on 
RC Dutt Rd.
Crossword (2/1 Arunoday Society, Alkapuri;h10.30am-
8.30pm Mon-Fri, to 9pm Sat & Sun) A brilliant bookstore, 
with a good café.
Gujarat Tourism (%2427489; ground fl, Narmada 
Bhavan, Jail Rd; h10.30am-6pm Mon-Sat, closed 2nd & 
4th Sat of month)
HBľs (104 Helix Sayjigunj; per hr Rs 10; h24hr) Part of a 
complex of several internet cafés.
Municipal tourist office (%2794456; h24hr) 
Opposite the train station.
Thomas Cook (%2355574; Shriram Chambers, RC Dutt 
Rd) Changes travellers cheques and currency. 

Sights  
SAYAJI BAGH  

 Within this shady, pleasant park is the  Baroda 
Museum (admission Rs 10; h10.30am-5pm), which 
houses some good Asian statues and carv-
ings, mangy zoology exhibits and an Egyp-
tian room. The gallery has lovely Mughal 
miniatures and a motley crew of European 
masters. 

TAMBEKAR WADA  

This wooden multistoreyed townhouse (admission 
free; h8am-6pm) is a typical Maratha mansion, 
once the residence of Bhau Tambekar, Diwan 
of Baroda (1849Ň54). Inside are some beauti-
ful 19th-century murals.

OTHER SIGHTS  

Laxmi Vilas Palace (Nehru Rd; admission Rs 100; 

h10.30am-5.30pm Tue-Sun) was built in full-
throttle 19th-century Indo-Saracenic style for 
Rs 6 million. You donľt get much for your 
entrance fee Ň a few weapons and the Durbar 
Hall. Tickets are available from the neigh-
bouring, underwhelming Maharaja Fateh Singh 
Museum. The Naulakhi Well (Nehru Rd), a fine baoli,
is 50m north of the palace. About 5km north 
of town is the unusual  Dakshinamoorthy 
Temple, more commonly known as the  EME 
(Electrical Mechanical Engineering) Temple, built 
in the grounds of an Indian Army complex 
with an aluminium-domed roof.

In the centre of Sursagar, a lake in the east 
of town, is a huge statue of Shiva.

Sleeping   
There are numerous hotels in and around 
Sayaji Gunj. The midrange options have 
24-hour check-out and free airport transfer.
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BUDGET  
Apsara Hotel(% 5549600; Sayaji Gunj; s/d from Rs 150/ 
250) In the street west of Hotel Surya is this 
friendly, welcoming place with a leafy yard. 
The rooms are small and a bit grubby, though 
those upstairs (without TV) are brighter. 
Showers shoot out at right angles.

Hotel Valiant (% 2363480; 7th fl, BBC Tower, Sayaji 
Gunj; s/d Rs 400/550, with AC from Rs 600/750) The bargain 
of the city, this popular hotel is hidden behind 
the main drag, and reached via a creaky lift. 
Rooms are clean and well-presented �	 all with 
TV and fridge.

Hotel PM Regency(% 2361616; Sayaji Gunj; s Rs 300-
600, d Rs 600, with AC Rs 850/1050; a ) This mainstay 
has reasonable rooms, with good value op-
tions overlooking the pleasant street. Con-
demning yourself to an ��economy�� single is 
not for the claustrophobic.

MIDRANGE & TOP END  
Hotel Surya(% 2361361; www.hotelsurya.com; Sayaji 
Gunj; s/d with breakfast Rs 525/750, with AC from Rs 825/1000; 
ai ) Surya is incredibly popular, with a 
cordial atmosphere and professional staff. 
Rooms are spacious, and most overlook leafy 

Sayaji Gunj. There are two restaurants (see 
 opposite ).

Hotel Apex International(% 2362551; www.hotel
apex.com; Sayaji Gunj; s/d from Rs 800/1050) Opposite 
the statue of Sardar Patel, this has smart, 
well-designed rooms with balconies; some 
have views. 

Express Hotel(% 2330960; www.expressworld.com; 
RC Dutt Rd; s/d/ste Rs 2600/3200/4000; a ) The first 
government approved hotel in Gujarat (way 
back in 1973), this is a good choice, with 
business-minded though aesthetically pleas-
ing rooms, and two very good restaurants. It��s 
1.5km west of the train station.

Welcomgroup Vadodara(% 2330033; www.welcom
group.com; RC Dutt Rd; r with breakfast Rs 4500-8000; as )
Perhaps the finest five-star hotel in Gujarat, 
this has well-appointed rooms, an inviting 
outdoor pool and a swish restaurant.

Eating  
Vadodara has a burgeoning number of good 
restaurants, particularly in the popular Alka-
puri area.

Kalyan(Sayaji Gunj; dishes Rs 15-80) Kalyan is a cool 
student hang-out, and is a perfect spot for 
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