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Born on 19 November 1835 Lakshmi Bai lived for only 22 years and
seven months a glorious life of courage and tremendous valor. She
flashed and disappeared like lightning on a dark night of
June 18 , 1858.
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Biography
Jhansi Ki Rani Lakshmibai

[The information, documents and pictures of Maharani Lakshmi Bai have been collected

from different books and web sites. | have paraphrased and presented the diversified
matter as one comprehensive document so that the readers can have better understanding
of this variant woman of India & Freedom Movement who barely lived 23 years. Although |
personally feel that popularizing the information and a document regarding this great
rebellion heroine is  the duty of all patriot Indians ].
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Bornon 19 November 1835 Lakshmi Bai lived for only 22
years and seven months a glorious life of courage and
tremendous valor. She flashed and disappeared like
lightning  on a dark night of June 18, 1858 .
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Introduction

Fao AT & HE g Goil Fgren o,
& oS FCTA a At S are e Ay |

/4 olding reins of the horse by her teeth, flashing the sword with both
the hands, the valiant firebrand, the legendary queen - the Goddess
of war, and the epitome of female bravery in India, Maharani
Lakshmi Bai had been riding away through the ocean of Br itish soldiers, as if
Goddess Durga herself arrived on the earth to demolish the brigade of
Demonsdé6. This is not a simple day dream of th

how she fled away from the Gwalior fort when the fort was captured by
company regiment. Rani Lakshmi Bai has been established as the icon of
Indian independence movement and she is considered to be one of the
leading figures of the Indian Rebellion of 1857. She is considered as the
embodiment of patriotism. Lakshmi Bai was the queen of a sma Il state, but
the empress of a limitless empire of glory.

The enthralling story of courage and valor of Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi was
captured poetically by poetess Subhadra Kumari Chauhan and this was part
of our school curriculum.

Knowing the thril ling story of womanliness, courage, adventure, deathless

patriotism and martyrdom, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, another

unforgettable legendary hero of Indian rebellion history, created women

brigade of his Indian National Army (INA) and it was named after her O0The
Rani of Jhansi Regi ment 6. Laks hmi Bali l i ved
months; she flashed and disappeared like lightning on a dark night.

The maiden name of Maharani Lakshmi Bai was Manikarnika. Lovingly and
popularly she was called Manu. She was born on 19 November 1835 at Kashi
(previously known as Banaras and now as Varanasi) to a Maharashtrian
Karhade Brahmin family. Her father Moropant Tambe y was from Dwadashi,
District Satara of Maharashtra and worked at the court of Peshwa Baji Rao Il
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at Bithur. Manikarnika lost her mother at the age of four and thereafter she
was educated at home by her father. She was a brave girl since her
childhood and practiced horse riding, archery, sword fighting which normally
being taught to the boys only. Baji Rao was extremely affectionate to this

valiant girl and considered her as one of his children.

At the age of 14 she was married to Maharaja Gangadhar Rao Newalkar  , The
King of Jhansi. Her father was then given the position of a minister in the
court of Raja Bai Gangadhar Rao.

Ulka Gupta
As Jhansi Ki Rani in Zee TV Serial
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The TV Serial - Jhansi Ki Rani

With the advent of TV in India and its massive popularit y with masses the
custodians an d the producers have harped on various serials for various
reasons. However the recent trend in the Indian TV serial was to glorify the

negative cha racters and exhibit  their repeated victory prolonging over the
good has been the most disturbing factor s representing the modern trends
filtering in the stories line. To continue th e serial for a longer time for
monetary reasons these Serial were prolonged beyond the limits of nagging.

As a result | watch these serials in between may be occasionally to see the
creativity of the story writer and the characterization

And then incidentally my attention was caught by the TV S erial depicting the
life of queen of Jhansi. Although the story was not a cent per cent reflection
of the history, still | found most of the h  istorical characters were portrayed

as per their image projected in the Indian history. This may be due to the

reason that it is dramatized for the viewership. | had read this story as part

of our school curriculum. Therefore when | saw this serial when itwa s aired

in India a few years ago | became interested. And | saw a few episodes

while | was visiting Indi  a. It was only recently this serial is being telecast for

the western viewers. Again | am puzzled as to the intensions of producers

and the TV Networks. I became i mmediately a fan of t h

R a nwhén it was aired by the TV channel Zee TV.

Ulka Gupta - The Budding Star

It was amazing to watch the role of Manikarnika, the heroine of this show.

Ulka Gupta in her early teen is playing this role and each time | watch this

show I think that it is not Ulka but Manikarnika herself arrived here from the

page of the glorious history of India & Freedom Movement to perform this

role. It has been known that she has been trained in horsemanship, archery

and sword fighting to play this role in the serial. | respect her dedication and

enthusiasm towards the perfection in playing this historical character. | have

been lucky with  certain pictures of Ulka Gupta in the costume of 6éJhans
Rani 6 which | am sharing with al/l
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